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In House 
The soundtrack of assembling the issue ... 

Hearing Christmas music 
in the stores, is a love it or 
hate it thing, so why not cave 
in to the holiday madness 
right now? 
As the late Frank Zappa once 
said, "I know when I'm 
licked, all over." 
Even if you don't celebrate 
this holiday, it does have 
a star-studded cast. And 
it might just put a smile 
on your face, regardless. 
So, to whatever you do 
celebrate, we hope it's a 
good one. 
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Sonusfaber 

Luxury experience Minimalist design Natural sound 

THE TASTE OF SIMPLICITY 

The Lumina collection has been conceived on the 
notion that it is important to savor time for ourselves. 
Lumina encapsulates the core values of Son us faber 
and its iconic materials. 
It is the perfect combination for both traditional 
stereo enthusiasts and those looking for a 
multi-channel home theater system. 
Simplicity remains central to the collection's identity, 
which empowers everyone to enjoy a true Sonus faber 
experience. Completely made in Italy. 

sonusfaber. com 

www.sonusfaber.com
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Shh...
This issue, we combine the glorious Sonus faber Stradiveri’s with Luxman
to achieve magic at moderate listening levels. (note that serial number - 
pair 001 in in the Sonus faber factory!)

By Jeff Dorgay

TONE is published 6 times yearly in the beautiful Pacific Northwest. And except for that one print issue, we’ve been 
online only,   Saving the trees since 2005. TONE101.010
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new arrivals...

Good friend, industry vet, and long-time audio enthusiast Richard Colburn
has a great story about his very first amp and tuner. It’s always a ton of fun
when you can revisit your past in such a positive light.
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mise-en-scene

Cover Shot:

T his issue’s cover is 
courtesy of the McIntosh
factory, so I’m not sure 
exactly how it was created.

As our 275 is a mk.5, and 
the current is a mk.6, we
wanted to make suwanted to make sure that
our Product of the Year
was properly represented.
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It’s that time of year again - the holiday season, and awards.
Belive me, this is always tough, because someone always feels slighted. However as wacky 
as this year has been, there has been a steady stream of incredible gear at our doorstep.

Most manufactures are having an excellent year, despite, dealers who have faced a major
challenge to keep the doors open. Additionally, many of you have told us that between a
combination of working at home anyway, or now being forced too, it’s been a good year
for upgrading for upgrading your systems, and listening to more music than ever before. 

Normally, I’d suggest getting a puppy and stay under the covers, but COVID has jacked up
the cost and driven down the availability of puppies right now. So, if you managed to get a
puppy, or a copy of Paul McCartrney’s new record on vinyl, consider yourself lucky.

2021’s crystal ball still looks pretty murky. Even though a vaccine is on the horizon for the
COVID virus, and airlines are implementing tighter travel and border protocols, I’m not seeing
much happening in terms of audio shows in 2021, but hopefully I’ll be proved wrong.

But back to the awaBut back to the awards...

You’ll noticed this year we handed out a few more trophies this year. While I’m not a fan of
handing out participation trophies, just the fact that equipment stayed in the production 
and shipping pipelines is pretty amazing. It was looking kind of bleak in March.

Yet as I metioned, the percentage of off the charts good gear is pretty high this year. Hence
more awards. Like Jay Leno with his cars, I just wanted to keep them all. (and I did keep a
few pieces) Because of this, our normal format is disrupted ever so slightly, but fear not, we 
will will return to original programming next issue.

Please stay safe, and we truly look forward to the day we can see those of you that frequent
the shows and dealer events again, even if it’s the end of 2021. (That still sounds crazy
coming out of my mouth, without “flying cars” going along with it.

Peace.
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Sometime, you just need a good laugh. Here
are some of ours, new and old, that never fail to
bring a smile. Silly, yes, but if you can’t laugh, 
all is lost.

Ironically, we’ve started and ended the list with
a poke at the Beatles.

BeataBeatallica – I Want to Choke Your Band 

Spinal Tap – Sex Farm Woman

Cheech and Chong – Sister Mary Elephant

Ļe Simpsons – Springŀeld Soul Stew

Beavis and Butthead (with Cher) – I Got You Babe

Ren and Stimpy – Happy, Happy, Joy, Joy

Cast of South Park – San Diego

Cast of Cast of South Park – Mr. Hankey’s Christmas Poo

Chef – No Substitute

Weird Al – Fat

Wild Man Fischer – I’m a Christmas Tree

Ļe Rutles – Ouch!
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Home Again: 
With Realistic

You’ve heard the expression that goes like this:  “You can’t go 
home again.”  Well, in the audio world, it turns out that you can 
return to yourroots. If you’ve been an audiophile for a long time, 
you probably often wonder if a certain memorable scenario involving 
equipment equipment can be repeated.  You can’t always do it exactly, but 
you can get close.

TONE105.0233

www.telluriumq.com


When I was a poor college student and budding audio 
enthusiast, I used to pour over the Lafayette Radio catalog 
or the Radio Shack catalog lusting after the offerings 
from Fisher, H.H. Scott, Acoustic Research, Pilot, KLH 
and others. However, I could never afford any of it. In 
the summer of 1970, I wandered into a Radio Shack store 
with some with some cash in my pocket just to see if I could afford 
a system for myself.  It turned out  I could. Walking on 
air and out of the store I was now the owner of the most 
basic of Radio Shack Systems.
 
Ļe system consisted of a Realistic SA-175B integrated 
ampliŀer and the Realistic TFM 175 FM tuner, shown
hehere, along with a Realistic Lab-12 turntable ŀtted with 
a Shure M44 cartridge. A pair of Realistic MC-1000 
speakers rounded out the package, andthis system saw 
me through my ŀnal year at college. Not long after 
graduation, it was all replaced with more sophisticated 
high-performance gear. But through the years I had 
always wondered if my ŀrst little system was any good.

NNot long ago, I acquired the integrated amp and FM 
tuner from a local yard sale. Ļe amp needed a little work, 
but a local tech quickly sorted it out. 

 

Ļe tuner had no problems grabbing 
the stronger local stations so it did 
not need any technical attention. 

Now what? 

I wasn’t fortunate enough to ŀnd a 
LAB-12 turntable or the speakers, 
but I did cobble tobut I did cobble together enough 
bits to get a good idea. 

Speaker cables of 16 gauge lamp cord
were used, not for the vintage feel,
but because they were all that would
ŀt the tiny connectors on the back
of the ampliŀer! No big banana 
pposts here.

My current Wharfedale Denton 80
speakers are vintage-ish, so they
were used for all the listening
sessions to follow.
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Ļe iPod Classic I used to supply music probably sounds
way better than my old LAB-12 playing scratchy LP’s
anyway. As the ampliŀer

I set the Wharfedales up on some Iso Acoustics Apert 
isolation stands and proceeded to do some preliminary 
listening.  To call the presentation was mellow is an 
understatementunderstatement. Fortunately, the little amp has tone 
controls so a little ŀddling was in order.  I ended up 
turning down the bass a bit and boosting the treble a bit 
and found a good tonal balance with which I could then 
evaluate the sound.  

Mind you, my iPod is ŀlled with .wav and Apple lossless 
ŀles, with a lot of audiophile recordings on hand, but I 
did not use adid not use any of those, choosing “Where Was You At”?
by War, “Pop Virgil” by the Stanley Clarke Band, and
“Deuce And A Quarter” by the Bo-Keys to bring back 
that vintage vibe.
 
Ļe little system did get my toes tapping and that’s all  
I could have asked for from such a seemingly ridiculous 
sesetup.  

Ļe biggest fault I could ŀnd was a lack of transparency, 
but what can one expect from a ŀfty-year-old solid-state
 ampliŀer, that sold for peanuts?  

Ļat fault is easily forgiven considering the humble nature 
of the device. It goes to show that if one uses some 
ingenuity and takes their audiophile hat off, you can enjoy 
mmusic for the sake of the music and the memories.

Did I go home again?  I say yes.  Was it exactly as I 
remember it as it played in my tiny two-room apartment?  

It was better.
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The SVS 
Prime
Wireless Sound Base

One of the most enjoyable aspects of setting up a 
home office is putting together a great music system 
to keep you entertained while working. Once you 
acquire the essentials (desk, chair, computer, and 
suitable dog bed), it’s time for dessert. 

Can’t work without music, right?

$499
svsound.com
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But where to begin? There’s so much great 
gear that not only has a compact footprint 
but a compact price as well. Today, these 
mini Hi-fi components offer big sound. The 
SVS Prime Wireless Soundbase wraps a DAC, 
Streamer, and 150 watt per channel amplifierStreamer, and 150 watt per channel amplifier 
in an enclosure half the size of a standard 
stereo component for only $499.99.
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The Prime’s front panel is minimal and easy to engage. One control selects the 
input source, and the other adjusts the volume level in the middle of a blue display, 
indicating input choice, wireless strength, and volume level. Right beneath it, 
the SVS logo is backlit in blue. Also included is a 3.5mm headphone jack, which 
works well with most modern budget phones. Around back, there are two AUX 
inputs (1 RCA and one 3.5mm) and an optical digital input. Ethernet in and out 
ports allow you to chain another Ethernet device in with ease. The USB port isports allow you to chain another Ethernet device in with ease. The USB port is 
labeled “service,” so don’t plan on using this for connecting a laptop. The Prime’s 
primary wireless connectivity is via Play-Fi. (those wanting more info on Play-Fi, 
just click here)  

A single pair of binding posts for your speakers, an AUX OUT, and of course, a 
subwoofer output, making it easy to make your Prime based system a 2.1 setup. 
Check out the SVS site for some great system package pricing.

Setting up the Prime is a breeze. Thanks to the enclosed quick start guide, It should Setting up the Prime is a breeze. Thanks to the enclosed quick start guide, It should 
take you about 10 minutes to unpack, install the DTS Play-Fi app on your phone 
(works fine on Mac and Android), and rock. The Rolling Stones’ Goats Head Soup 
via Qobuz in 24/96 was the first selection via my HiFiMan HE400i headphones. 
Straight out of the box, the Prime sounds slightly grainy and congested, but most 
of this goes away after being powered up for a few days, and the last little bit, 
shortly after.

www.wireworldcable.com


TONE105.036

After a solid week of continuous play, the Prime 
is moved to my home office environment, connected 
to a pair of Pioneer SP-BS22-LR (the famous Andrew 
Jones budget Pioneer speakers) and instantly 
impresses. With a few hours on the clock, the Prime 
delivers great sound – neither bloated on the low 
end nor etched up on top. Great balance oveend nor etched up on top. Great balance overall. 
Fussy audiophiles might still find it a bit strident, 
but in the context of a $500 integrated amplifier with 
DAC, it’s at the top of the heap. 

When listening to high quality, relatively sparse 
music, leaning more towards the acoustic side of 
the spectrum, you can hear this a bit. Tracking 
through through Getz/Gilberto, the amp presents a lot of 
texture when Getz does the sax solo in “Girl from 
Ipanema,” but the overall presentation stays between
the speakers. Switching to Paolo Nutini’s “Pencil Full 
of Lead,” the drums in the introduction resonate
with an almost live sound, while Nutini’s voice is 
smooth and precise. Damn good for this kind of coin.

Streaming is controlled Streaming is controlled by the DTS Play-Fi app. You 
can stream from most services like Qobuz, Tidal, 
and Spotify, in addition to accessing your own files 
on your NAS if you have one. You can even create 
playlists that integrate tracks from multiple sources 
to create one seamless listening experience.

There’s no support for MQA or DSD, but you can 
plplay hi-res PCM files up to 24/192. The Play-Fi app 
is quite robust, with a whole slew of features that  
are beyond the scope of this review, but it’s also the 
source of my biggest frustration with the Soundbase. 
The main issue being its inability to provide gap-free 
playback. What should be a smooth transition from 
“F-Hole” into “Labelled with Love” from Squeeze’s 
East Side Story becomes jarring with a nearly ten-East Side Story becomes jarring with a nearly ten-
second gap inserted between them. Streaming via 
Bluetooth from the iPhone is a decent workaround, 
but the ability to stream in hi-res is lost.
 

Back to the hardware, the Prime has two AUX inputs, 
with one begging for my vintage Yamaha cassette 
deck for analog. Popping in the Stranglers’ Aural 
Sculpture was a complete blast, sounding better than 
I remembered. I can easily see someone plugging in 
an entry-level turntable like a Pro-Ject Carbon, some 
floorstanders, and building a killer starter system floorstanders, and building a killer starter system 
around the SVS Prime Wireless Soundbase.

Additional Listening-Jeff Dorgay

Following Sean’s lead and having a pair of SVS floor-
standers here (along with a Pro-Ject table featuring 
an onboard phono stage), it was easy to assemble a 
complete system for about $1,500 providing room 
filing sound.filing sound.

Though overkill, the SVS SB-3000 was pulled in just 
to verify the functionality of the entire system. If 
you’ve ever been to an SVS demo, you know this crew 
is the master of getting great sound at an affordable 
price. The Prime keeps their reputation intact. This 
is a great way to start your two-channel system 
adventure, whether on the desktop or in your livingadventure, whether on the desktop or in your living 
room. 

1095
Great sound around a G...

                                        

www.soundorg.com
www.soundorg.com
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Rotel Redux:
Ļe CD11 and A11 Tribute Models
$499 and $699

rotel.com

Back in the late 1970s and early 80s, Japanese hiŀ manufacturer Rotel 
was one of the top value proposition audiophile brands. Ļough not 
ppossessing quite the cache of top brands like Mark Levinson and Audio 
Research, many a budding audiophile brought home a Rotel RA 913 or 
RA-2030 integrated ampliŀer to start their journey into the high end. 

Ļeir products have always offered high build quality, a clean design 
aesthetic, and most of all, great sound. Rotel has never left the audio 
world, but has always had somewhat of a quiet legacy, going about their 
business building great gear. However, in the last ŀve years or so, they’ve 
been making a bit more noise so to speak, and their latest products retain 
all of their key values.

TONE105.038

www.rotel.com


They join us here with two models that celebrate the current rebirth of the integrated 
amplifier, the standalone CD player, along with the recent passing of audio legend, Ken 
Ishiwata. Long known for his relationship with Marantz, Mr. Ishiwata was one of the   
best known of Japanese hifi designers, and always a joy to engage with at hifi shows. He 
was somewhat of a creative director, taking designs, listening carefully, and making 
suggestions to improve them further. 

UnfortunatelUnfortunately, Mr. Ishiwata passed away right before the completion of the Tribute models,
but the Rotel team implemented his ideas in the final designs, a real testament to his legacy. 
Even a quick listen out of the box shows that these are indeed special components, well 
within reach of any music lover.

The Rotel A11 and CD11 Tribute models from Rotel are the last two pieces of audio gear 
to bear his imprint, and like everything else he’s had a hand in, are fantastic. At $699 and 
$499 respectively, this 50-watt per channel integrated amplifier and compact disc player 
go about their business in an understated wgo about their business in an understated way. If you need a plethora of inputs, outputs 
and functionality, this may not be the combo for you, but if you want the core for a 
straight-ahead system that delivers the sonic goods, read on.

More than enough power

Most small to moderate space dwellers should be just fine with 50 watts per channel, and 
lifting the top on the A11 reveals the necessary ingredients: a hefty power supply with 
big power transformer, a discrete, class AB power amplifier, complete with heat sinks, 
and enough control facilities to add a turntable, CD pland enough control facilities to add a turntable, CD player, and tuner or tape deck. 

TONE105.039
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The A11 has an onboard DAC, featuring a Texas Instruments chipset, it is only 
a Bluetooth streamer, with no optical or SPDIF inputs. The CD11 CD player is the 
same, it only has analog outputs. This is the only shortcoming of what is an 
otherwise excellent pair. As good as their performance is, it’s a shame you can’t 
plug a laptop or budget streamer in to increase the functionality of these two 
excellent components, but it’s understandable that Rotel drew the line in the 
sand here.sand here.

Half of our listening was done with our reference pair of Sonus faber Lumina 1 
speakers, while the rest was split between a pair of Martin Logan Motion 15i’s, 
the Golden Ear BRX’s, and Totem Sky’s. All excellent choices in the $600 - $1,600
per pair range. There were no anomalies with any of these small speakers, and 
we’d suggest any one of them.

The overall sound of the A11 is natural – neither embellishing, nor subtractive 
in nature. Thanks to a discrete amplifier section, the tonal satuin nature. Thanks to a discrete amplifier section, the tonal saturation present is 
more engaging than many similarly priced integrateds with class-d amplification. 
Not only is the A11 worthy of both the Rotel name, and the legacy of Mr. Ishiwata, 
it reminds me of another legendary integrated, the NAD 3020. 

Offering great bass control, clear mids, 
and a smooth high end, this amplifier is 
destined not only to be a classic, but one 
that will stthat will stay in your family for years. 
Whether buying your first hifi system, 
or a second system for somewhere else 
in your house, the A11 offers engaging 
sound that you will not tire of.

The shiny disc

Much like the vinyl record, the CD is 
also enjalso enjoying a bit of a resurgence. Used 
record stores and online shops have a 
plethora of discs available, and at very  
reasonable prices. For those of you that 
either aren’t streaming, or just enjoy 
the physical act of playing a disc, the 
CD11 does not disappoint. 

Good as the A11 is, $499 in 2020 equalsGood as the A11 is, $499 in 2020 equals 
$88 in 1983. Those of us that were there 
at digital audio’s beginning know what 
rubbish even a thousand-dollar CDP
sounded like back then. The A11 goes 
about its business, just playing CDs. As 
mentioned, there is no provision for 
streaming, or even a digital input to streaming, or even a digital input to 
connect your laptop, so it serves only one
purpose. At this price, even if you don’t
have a massive (or any at all) digital disc 
collection, it’s much like picking up an 
entry level Pro-Ject or Rega table. A few 
days of online shopping will give you a 
pretty diverse collection of 50 to 100 pretty diverse collection of 50 to 100 
discs in no time at all.

TONE105.041
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The overall sound is solid, and smooth. This is a very un-digital sounding player, 
compared to a late 80s player (that we won’t name) is amazing. Truly, the only thing 
the CD11 lacks is a level of resolution that the big bucks digital does. However, in the 
context of the amplifier, and a like priced pair of speakers, it’s going to be tough to  
get this level of involvement out of a $499 turntable and bargain records.

Playing MoFi copies of a few Santana favorites (Abraxas, III, and Caravanserai) where 
the CD11 only captures the 16/44 lthe CD11 only captures the 16/44 layer is a joy. Music comes through with a lack of 
grain, clean top end and great dynamics.

The black disc

The A11 also includes an excellent MM phono stage. As we still had a Pro-Ject Debut 
with Ortofon 2M Red hanging around, and our long-standing vintage favorite Technics 
SL-1200mk. 5 with Shure M44, it was time to spin some records. Again, this amplifier 
turns in a fantastic performance. The phono input is quiet and composed.

Having used a few Ishiwata inspired designs, I can’t help but hope he had a majorHaving used a few Ishiwata inspired designs, I can’t help but hope he had a major  
say in final tweaking of the phono section. Thirty seconds in you know this is not an 
afterthought, but respectfully aimed at providing an engaging experience for the new 
vinyl enthusiast. Both cartridges worked great with the A11 – the channel separation 
is excellent, producing a very wide soundstage, with great delineation of instruments. 
Taking things a step further, we even tried the Technics SL-1100/Denon 103 MC 
combination with a Bob’s Devices step up transformer. Again, the Rotel delivers big 
sonics. Plsonics. Playing the new Anne Bisson LP, Keys to my Heart, was absolutely dreamy. 
Mastered by Bernie Grundman, Ms. Bisson and her crew of vintage jazz cats makes 
for a big, bold, engaging sound. 
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The phone

Though you can’t plug a laptop or streamer into either of these components digitally, 
you can stream your mobile device via Bluetooth to the A11. This is the only part 
of the A11 that feels a bit out of balanced, so I would almost suggest this amplifier 
and disc player combination to someone favoring physical media. Regardless, at  
least being able to stream tunes in the background, at dinner or a party via your 
phone is still acceptable. phone is still acceptable. Again, kudos to the Rotel team for including such a great 
amplifier and phono section for $699. Adding a digital input probably would have 
bumped the MSRP up a hundred bucks or possibly two. You can add a streaming 
DAC instead of the CD11 if you have no need for digital physical media and still
have a formidable combination.

Finally 

We need to mention a few last things. Fit and finish of this pair are way beyond par
for their respective price points, but Rotel has alwfor their respective price points, but Rotel has always done a fantastic job in this 
department. The simple remote and the user interface are both intuitive and easy  
to use. It was a breeze to get these two rocking without the need for the manual  
without issue.

And…the A11 has tone controls. Laugh if you want, and yes, it sounds slightly more 
transparent with said tone controls disengaged. Apartment dwellers and those  
unable to put their speakers in the optimum audiophile position will appreciate  
a little bit of boost and cut – as will those streaming from a mobile device.a little bit of boost and cut – as will those streaming from a mobile device.

In the end, I challenge you to find a better sounding pair of components on which  
to anchor a good, entry level music system. The Rotel A11 amplifier and CD11 disc
player are an honor to their makers. Two very honest components that do a great 
job at their tasks. It doesn’t get any better.

www.rotel.com
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Tracking through the silky, smooth harmonies of Shikao Suga’s “Kiseki,” I’m 
instantly reminded why I’ve always been so fond of the Naim Supernait. It’s a 
fantastic, nearly all-in-one solution with solid audiophile credibility. What better 
way to start listening than with the pair of Focal Kanta 1s that Naim/Focal North 
America was kind enough to send along with the Supernait.

We’ve been using the Kanta 3s as reference speakers for some time, along with 
Sopra 3Sopra 3s, so the Kanta 1s are easy to get used to. Music lovers tend to fall into 
one of two camps when stripping away all the other variables when shopping 
for a music system:  destination people and journey people. If you’re the latter 
rather than the former, the Supernait 3 lets you upgrade the power supply at a 
later date, and you can add a DAC/Streamer to access your digital files. (The 
original Supernait had a great DAC built-in but no phono stage. We’ll address 
that later.) 

Destination people can hDestination people can have their Naim/Focal dealer set up as much or as little 
as they need and stop by to pick it all up.

Somewhat of a shift

Naim’s  Supernait 3 is a significant exercise in evolution as well as a shift in 
priorities. Where the original Nait was a small chassis affair producing only 15 
watts per channel, (albeit with an incredible MM phono section built in) the 
current Supernait series has been 80 watts per channel. Naim’s founder, Julian 
VVerker once was quoted saying that they couldn’t give the original Nait more 
power because “it sounded terrible.” As the Brits are fond of saying, “job done.” 
Both the Supernait 2 and the Supernait 3 are indeed musical, so this limit has 
been handily overcome.

Where the Supernait 2 had a built-in DAC, the Supernait 3 returns to its roots 
with an excellent (and I suspect Stageline derived) MM phono stage. Going 
straight to this with a Technics SL-1200GAE and Shure M44 cartridge, it was   
time to time to rock the house with an extended set of 45 rpm maxi-singles. Starting  
with Devo, and ending with Prince, this phono section delivers the goods. 

JourneymanAudiophile
by Jeff Dorgay

Naim Supernait3

naimaudio.com
$4,990

                                        

www.naimaudio.com


As Naim always offers a modular approach, and there just happened to be an MC Stageline 
sitting on the shelf, it was put into use with a second SL-1200/Denon 103 combination. 
The Stageline has such a small footprint, making it easy to turn your Supernait 3 into 
a two turntable amplifier, and at a reasonable cost. An extra Stageline will only set you 
back about $800, and they are lurking on the used market now and then for about $500. 
Not bad, and you can power it directly from the Supernait 3.

IIf you’ve made a modest to somewhat beyond modest investment in a turntable/MM 
cartridge, the onboard phono section here is not an afterthought, tacked on to appease 
those with a moderate collection of vinyls (sic). This is a true analog lovers phono stage. 

More modularity

In addition to adding an extra phono stage, you can also use your Supernait in the context 
of a bi-amplified system by just adding another power amplifier, or you can increase 
its performance with an outboard power supply. Naim is a big believer in building massive 
ppower supplies – a prime factor in their exceptional ability to reproduce musical pace 
and timing. Additional power reserves only improve this, and though we did not have 
an outboard supply available at this time, we did do this with the Supernait 2 in our 
last review. The improvement was not subtle and worth every penny.

While some criticize this approach, we have always loved this aspect of Naim products 
because it allows you to grow without discarding your original purchase – a very green 
solution. And a solid investment. With any non-essential purchase, it’s always nice to 
knknow that you can purchase it incrementally. Not to mention having another honeymoon 
with a component you already love. Adding an external supply creates a new component, 
allowing you to experience your music collection anew, always fun.

Thirteen years ago, the Supernait 2 was about $4,300, and the current Supernait 3 $4,990. 
Taking account for inflation, that $4,300 amplifier would be a tick over $7,000 in today’s 
money, so $4,990 for an even better amplifier is a real bargain. Naim keeping the price 
in check is a testament to production efficiency as much as the accounting department. 

Most people Most people wanting to keep their system all-Naim might pair their Supernait 3 with 
the ($3,490) ND5 XS2 DAC/Streamer, but we happened to have their top range ND555/
PS555 combination (a click under $40k), and this proves to be a stellar combination. 
Naim’s unifying architecture makes this all so easy to use.

TONE105.047
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Naim amplifiers deliver effortless pace and timing reproduction. They are not quite as vivid 
as your favorite tube amplifier in terms of creating a huge soundfield in all three dimensions. 
The Supernait is not a small sounding amplifier, though it is not engulfing the way the (all 
vacuum tube) VAC i170  is. It’s definitely a different feel. And in all fairness, the apparent sound 
of the Supernait’s gets “bigger” when you step up to the external power supply. In the context 
of a $5,000 integrated with phono, it’s still top of the range. It’s also worth mentioning that 
eveven without an external power supply, the Supernait 3 offers a high level of dynamic 
engagement, even with power-hungry speakers like the Harbeth Compact 7s we have on hand. 
(which are an outstanding match with Naim integrateds)

The only speakers we suggest staying away from are full range ESLs. The highly capacitive 
load that these speakers present did not make for a clean sound. In all fairness to the Naim, 
The $8,000 Esoteric and a $20k CH Precision integrated that came through our doors fared 
no better with the Quads – they are the ultimate amplifier torture. The rest of you will be fine. 

Aesthetics and suchAesthetics and such

You’re either a fan of the stark modernism of Naim components, with their brushed black 
casework and the backlit green buttons that almost look like M&Ms or Skittles. Personally, 
I love Naim’s look, and their commitment to making minimal changes in casework design 
over the years, so you can mix and match multiple generations with ease. This helps to 
protect your investment - 10, 20 or even 30-year-old Naim components still look great together 
on your equipment rack. 

The onThe only other manufacturer that has done such a great job of maintaining a consistent design 
language is McIntosh. It’s no coincidence that Naim gear enjoys the same fierce following that 
McIntosh does, and their legacy products enjoy a high resale value, should you ever decide 
to trade up.

However, few people trade them in – they just move them to a second or third system and buy 
more Naim bits. That’s the ultimate expression of customer loyalty.

The one thing unique to Naim is their speaker outputs that look similar to banana jacks. 
No 5-way binding posts here. Naim suggests using their connectors, though we had no 
problem getting a solid mechanical interface from Cardas, Nordost, and Tellurium-Q cables. 
Inputs are connected via Naim 5 pin connectors or RCA jacks. Some of you may even 
remember when Naim allowed only the use of their proprietary connectors. Bottom line, 
there are plenty of connections, so you can build a powerful system around your Supernait 3. 
In addition to the MM phono input, there are four more line-lIn addition to the MM phono input, there are four more line-level inputs and a headphone 
jack on the front.

More listening

The Supernait 3 builds on the strengths of the Supernait 2. Naim says that the power amplifier 
circuit has been simplified somewhat (“the second gain stage transistors have been optimized, 
so they no longer need to be shielded by a cascade stage transistor.”) This increases the 
amplifiers slew rate. While some will argue whether this makes an amplifier more dynamic 
or not, thereor not, there’s no question that this is a very fast, dynamic amplifier. Choose a few of your 
favorite tracks with intense drumming, or perhaps some rapid acoustic guitar playing, and
you’ll quickly discover the Naim engineers have succeeded brilliantly. Naim has always
been famous for producing amplifiers adept at reproducing musical timing, and the current
Supernait 3 upholds this time-honored tradition.

The high end is smooth and defined, while the lowest of frequencies are well controlled and 
extended. When paired with the Sopra 3s, it was easy to see what a great job the Supernait 3 
does with LF does with LF dynamics. Tracking through the entirety of David Gray’s White Ladder, the 
sheer weight that these tracks were presented was indeed impressive.

Naim amplifiers are class AB designs, so they do not run hot, even when pushed hard. Playing 
most of the new AC/DC record, Power Up, at a juvenile level still leaves the Supernait 3 
barely warm to the touch. The Naim sounds equally good with the volume down low. Aimee 
Mann’s rendition of the Carpenters tune “Yesterday Once More” (From the Vinyl soundtrack) 
shows off plenty of tonal delicacy and finesse. This is an amp for all seasons. 
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The only complaints I have about the Supernait 3 
have plagued the amp from the last generation – the volume 
and balance controls lack any feel. While this is by no means a deal-
breaker, as most of you will probably use the remote, the volume control in 
the thousand-dollar Mu-so is more luxurious. The Naim engineers use the ultra 
high quality Alps pot here strictly for sound quality, where the MuSo has a digital 
control. Engineecontrol. Engineers to the end.

Last but not least, headphone users will enjoy the Supernait 3. Like the phono section, the headphone 
amplifier is no afterthought. Auditioning phones from Audeze, Grado, and of course Focal, all delivered 
great results. This goes further to make the Supernait 3 the perfect partner for those with space at a premium.

At the end of the day, the Supernait 3 is a class leader. Great sound, great aesthetic, and top build quality. 
Not only do I like this one enough to hand it an Exceptional Value Award for 2020, but I have also purchased 
the review sample. This is too handy of a system anchor not to have around the studio. 

IIf you like the Naim approach and don’t really want a big stack of components, the Supernait 3 is for you.

JourneymanAudiophile
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I  tease staffer, and long time friend, Jerold O’Brien
mercilessly for liking Journey. But in his absence, I 
end up going there. Here’s a few Journey faves from
the garage. -Jeff Dorgay

 

Spaceman

Feelin Ļat Way
 
Wheel in the Sky

Lovin’, Touchin’, Squeezin’

Just the Same Way
  
Any Way You Want It

Don’t Stop Believin’

Stone in Love

Open Arms

Who’s Crying Now(Live version)

Seperate Ways (Worlds Apart) 

SSend Her my Love
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The Technics EAH-AZ70 Wireless Ear Buds
Elegance for your ears

$249
technics.com

Ever since Apple got serious about wireless headphones, with 
their Apple Buds, everyone else making headphones has stepped 
up the game. Much liup the game. Much like in the world of racing, where the saying 
goes that competition improves the breed, nothing could be truer 
in the world of personal listening.

Technics brings their new EAH-AZ70s to the table with a bevy of 
features and performance to match. At a currently lowered price 
of $179 (from $249) these immediately go to the head of the class, 
especially when considering that Apples iBud Pro is still $249. 

Even this Apple fanbEven this Apple fanboy must 
come clean. The Technics 
buds not only sound better, 
but offer more elegant 
execution. 

   

Headphone Art
                                                                                  The Fine art of Personal Listening                                                                                                                                                                                                      

www.technics.com
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No doubt, this is the result of parent company 
Panasonic’s depth of manufacturing expertise.

Unboxing

Like everything Technics makes, the packaging on 
the AZ70s is exquisite. Those of you who save every 
bit of packaging take note, the box flaps are a tight 
fit, and if you don’t open them with extreme care, fit, and if you don’t open them with extreme care, 
you will tear the box to pieces. I only mention this 
because most of the headphone enthusiasts we’ve 
encountered have been very OCD about this kind 
of thing!

Setup via the Technics Audio Control App couldn’t 
be easier. Once installed, the buds go in the charging 
ccradle (and Technics thoughtfully sends them 50%
charged, so you can at least give them a test drive) 
and are quickly paired via Bluetooth to whatever 
device you are using. When done using your AZ70s, 
just plop them back in the black charging cradle and 
let them charge again. Technics claims 4 hours for a 
full charge, so this can easily be an end of day ritual.

Let the listening beginLet the listening begin

My tests begin with the iPhone Max and Spotify. 
Even at 320kb/sec, the quality put into these phones 
is immediately evident. Upping the game to ROON, 
streaming at 16/44 resolution, is more than worth 
the effort. The initial crunchiness feared from these 
buds disappears instantly. Even a well-designed 
pair of ear buds at this price point mapair of ear buds at this price point makes a great 
case for avoiding MP3 quality audio.  

Tracking through a wide variety of tunes from classic 
rock to Christmas music, in this case, the 5.6.7.8s “Rock 
and Roll Santa,” the overall smoothness of the AZ70s 
makes for comfortable listening, even when at desk 
duty for some time. The high register of these buds is 
particularly good, especially considering the price particularly good, especially considering the price 
point. Cymbals and percussion instruments are 
reproduced with ease and clarity. Perhaps the best 
feature of the AZ70s is their noise cancelling function.  

When this technology was first introduced, the noise 
cancelling often took out a lot of music as well. The 
Technics buds are surgical in their precision, even 
with the noise cancelling effect is turned up high.

Switching to some iPad use for TV and Movies is 
equally rewarding. Now that we’re all cocooning, those 
of you that cohabitate can each get a pair of AZ70of you that cohabitate can each get a pair of AZ70’s 
and watch your own programming in piece, while still 
cuddling. COVID notwithstanding, two sets of AZ70s 
might help maintaining domestic bliss.

Watching the latest episode of Star Trek – Discovery, 
the AZ70s offer impressive dynamic range, generating
a large soundfield, making it easy to place characters 
walking on and off screen. Thanks to the equalizer walking on and off screen. Thanks to the equalizer 
built in to the Technics app, it’s easy to adjust your 
AZ70s to taste. A tiny bass boost at 100hz is all that 
was required to get more LF weight from the show’s
audio. Revisiting some old episodes of American 
Dad and Family Guy are a ton of fun, as these two 
animated gems offer a variety of sound effects that 
bounce all over the screen. bounce all over the screen. 

Headphone Art
                                                                                  The Fine art of Personal Listening                                                                                                                                                                                                      
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The PS Audio DirectStream Power Plant 20 
It will take less time to hear the improvement it makes, than it will to read this headline. 

■ PS AUDIO

www.psaudio.com 720.406.8946 Boulder, Colorado 

"Nothing does a better job at 
supplying clean power to my 
reference gear than the P20."

--Jeff Dorgay, TONEAudio 

Head p h One
8i�rt of Personal Listening 

The final frontier 

The last place the AZ70s prove to be awesome is paired 
to a desk top computer. Mixing a few bits for our upcoming 
podcast series is a breeze, and with everyone's desk real 
estate at a premium, a real boost to productivity. 

Anyone doing Zoom calls , or just phone via computer 
will be liberated from the weight of a cumbersome pair 
of over-ear phones, as well as increased clarity. The 
Technics app also provides a "clear voice" setting, which 
makes talking via computer or your phone much easier. 

Conclusion 

Much like the way DAC technology has become so much 
better, with today's budget DACs now rivaling expensive 
units five years ago, wireless noise cancelling technology 
has followed a similar development track, and is quite 
good indeed. 

When airplane travel becomes part of my monthly ritual 
again, I will never be without a pair of these. Technics 

has created a high performance, yet affordable 
pair of wireless ear buds with the AZ70s that 
will please everyone from music lovers, to 

movie fans, to computer users. As good as 
they sound, and taking into consideration 
the high level of manufacturing quality, 

they can't be beat for $249. 

I haven't heard anything that comes 
close to matching this combination of 
sound and build quality anywhere 
near this price. 

Highly recommended. 

www.technics.com 
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More often than not, when you go to an audio dealer 
or HiFi show, whoever is doing the demo is usually 
cranking the hell out of the program material, and not 
in the most łattering way. Ļis doesn't always attract 
people to the world of high-performance audio. A 
chorus in a Joe Jackson song laments being "brutalized 
bby bass and terrorized by treble." You don’t have to go 

there if you’d rather not.

Not that I don't like heading towards 11 on the volume 
control, now and then. If your system has the sheer 
dynamic drive to approach concert levels, a little bit of 
that can be fun. Ļere's something about moving that 
much air in the room - giving you the feeling that you're 
eexperiencing a live performance, that's intoxicating. I 
ŀnd it not unlike driving a high-performance car faster 
than is reasonable and prudent. Now and again, absolute

power does corrupt absolutely. 

It's equally enticing to listen to a system that does a 
fantastic job of playing at a low level, however this a 

different kind of fun. Not all systems capable of sterilizing 
yyou with 120db playback can get the job done at lower 
levels. So, we're going to mention some components 
that work well together to give you that low-volume 
lounge groove. Because there are times you don't feel  

like putting on a pair of headphones.

Ļis issue’s system is decidedly high end with a
twist. While the Sonus faber speakers are decidedly 
upmarketupmarket, they are now available on the used 
market for about $20k. Adding their 92db/1-watt
sensitivity and stunning good looks to the mix, 
makes for a great combo with the Luxman pieces

featured here.
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Last issue, we featured another SET system, built around Line Magnetic
components. It’s worth mentioning that the SF Strads play very well
with last issue’s ampliŀer as well. But we live for change, eh?

Luxman makes fantastic gear at every price point, but I must admit an 
affection, or bias, if you will, for their Class-A integrated ampliŀers.
As Nelson Pass is fond of saying, “it’s the tube sound without the tubes.”

LuxmaLuxman’s L-550AXII and D-03 make a great combination for those
valuing quality over quantity. Both of these pieces are built to the 
same standards as Luxman’s top pieces, with ŀve-ŀgure price tags.
Ļanks to a great onboard phono stage, you need only add a turntable

and streamer to experience all formats.

Should you have a pair of horn speakers, this pair is all you need.

Ļanks to a tip from a long time reader on Facebook, the
RRymden album you see above proved a perfect place to begin
the journey. Ļe dynamics and spaciousness of this somewhat
progressive jazz album gives the entire system a workout.

Sticking to the levels we like to pursue in this column, the sheer
delicacy of the Luxman ampliŀer coaxes a performance out of
the Stradiveris’ that feels like something much more expensive.

TONE105.066
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The Luxman D-03 player, much like the Line Magnetic
unit we assembled last issue is an amazing benchmark
for what can be accomplished at an approachable price.

Ļe only thing slightly misleading is the DSD logo on
the front panel - this referrs to the DAC section only.

While this player doesn’t play SACD, it does decode DSD
ŀles as ŀles as well as MQA, making it incredibly versatile.

Ļe sound is pure Luxman. Silky, smooth, yet never lacking
in resolution and detail.  Ļis is a player and a combination
for serious deep listening sessions, whether via the disc

transport, or via streaming.

Even in our 16 x 26 foot main room, with most program
material, the Luxman 550 ampliŀer plays more than
loud enoughloud enough, unless you’re listening to heavier music
at concert levels. Ļen you need the big amps. But
everywhere else, it’s all you’ll need. We will revisit this
combination when a few horn speakers visit in the

spring of 2021.

Next issue, we still haven’t decided how to assemble the 
Legos yet! Something to look forward to.

Keep listeninKeep listening. Softly. And go ahead, laugh at my
Coldplay CD...

We’ll touch on a LM-805iA centric system in issue 104.
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Setlist 
Rose Garden, Portland, OR - November 1, 2008 Photo by Jeff Dorgay 

There are times when you know you just "got the picture," and this was one of those times. 

Metallica was in Portland for their "World Magnetic" tour. Depsite the record getting mixed
reviews from fans and critics - Metallica gave a rousing performance. Featuring a 360 degree
stage, they did something different for Portland audiences this time. A general admission, 
standing room only section was created between the stage and the fixed seating. 

The only catch was, you had to wait in line to get them. Fortunately, the three days leading up
to the show were mild, with temps in the 60s, and barely any rain, so the loyal were rewarded.

Opening with "That Was Just Your Life," and "The End of The Line," it was looking like Metallica
might play the entire album, but only two more DM tracks would pepper the set of their best
material. 

At the end of the night, they sent a flood of giant, logo emblazoned balloons into the crowd. 

They were black, of course. 
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Setlist 
02 Arena, London, England-September 21, 2007 Photo by ScottTetzlaff 

Prince is known for multi-hour performances, and on this evening in the UK, he did not
disappoint the sold out 02 crowd. 

Club Mix columnist Scott Tetzlaff happened to be there on holiday, and was kind enough to 
grab a quick photo. While this shot totally captures the grandiosity of the show, it illustrates
just how far smart phone technology has come in 13 years. 

Prince is also known for mixing it up, especially when playing multiple dates in close proximity.
The sets the night before and after this one, were completely different events - with show on 
the 20th weighted more towards the Musicology record. The September 22 show would prove 
to be more B-Sides, and this show, sticking to more Prince "standards," if you will. 

Over three hours later, after two encores, sandwiched by a synth-set, Prince left the stage,
finishing the evening with "Girls & Boys." Tetzlaff told me later that the show was action 
packed till the last second, but the sound of the 02 "left much to be desired." 

But, nearly four hours of Prince is always worth a little pain. 
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0 ur publisher has seen Pat Metheny countless
times in the course of his career, and has always 
made the comment that "love him or hate him, 
Metheny always puts on a great show, and looks 
like he's having the best time doing it. 

Here's 10 of his all time favorite PM tracks: 

CP CPPA THE PAT METHENY GROUP 
PAT" 

DMC 

EVENT 

PRODUCED BY EVENING STAR 

NO CAMERAS OR RECORDERS, 

MF 
VALl)JDII 

DAY SYMPHONY HALL 
225 E. ADA.MS/PHOENIX 

TUE JULY 251 1995 7:30PM
PORTAL l DMC C ADV ,DM'ew 0 

s !2•s:�o
TAXINCWOEO 

from Bright Size Life - Road Trip/Broadway Blues 

from Watercolors - Watercolors 

from Pat Metheny Group - Jaco 

from New Chautaqua - New Chautauqua 

from American Garage -The Search 

from Offramp - Are You Going With Me? 

from First Circle - Forward March 

from SongX- Word From Bird 

from Secret Story- The Longest Summer 

from Imaginary Day - Too Soon Tomorrow 

TONE Playlists are sponsored by-

www.toruspower.com


In House 
The soundtrack of assembling the issue ... 

Paul Weller - Paul Weller 

After a hiatus from leaving The Style Council, Paul Weller's first solo 
release picked up where he left off, moving further down the path 
with tunes having a more soul groove. 

This one, often overlooked, remains a comfort, and seems to get 
played every issue. 
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At Anthem, we have one simple goal - to design, engineer and manufacture 

audio/video products that deliver premium performance and convenience at a 

reasonable price. We do this by spending thousands of hours selecting and testing 

components, carefully designing our own circuit topologies, and backing them with 

robust power supplies that ensure maximum long-term quality and reliability. We 

achieve this with our team at the Paradigm/Anthem Research Center and their 

decades of combined experience. 

Our obsessive dedication to high performance and value doesn't end when a 

product leaves the factory. Through our network of independent specialty retailers 

and custom integrators. we provide unfaltering support for everything we make. 

We're proud to continue this winning formula as we introduce our newest 

generation of multi-channel A/V Receivers, A/V Processors and Power Amplifiers. 

Coming December 2020 - Meet the new MRX. AVM and MCA series of A/V solutions. 

For more info visit: 
www.anthemav.com 

NEW MRX NV Receivers 

NEW AVM A/V Processors 

NEW MCA Amplifiers 

www.anthemav.com


"No reason to mince words: this is the best 

headphone amplifier I have ever used ... " 

Ken Kessler, Hi-Fi News 

"It's rare that you come 

across something that 

is so totally different. 

It's a beautiful design, 

flush with fun options 

that make it an 

absolute joy to play 

with, and it sounds 

absolutely fantastic to 

boot!" 

Dave Hanson, 

EnjoyTheMusic.com 

MANlEY 
LABORATORIES.INC. 

" ... the Absolute is probably the 

most flexible headphone amplifier 

I've ever encountered ... " 

Grover Neville, lnnerFidelity 

"Fit and finish is impeccable, 

as I have come to expect 

from Manley ... " 

Al Chieng, Positive Feedback 

'�n absolute joy to use." 

Steven Stone, HiFi+ 

"It does what an audiophile amplifier is 

supposed to do ... to say it is musical is to 

barely scratch the surface." 

Gary Alan Barker, Headphone.guru 

Swill 
Sponsored by Cardas Audio 

Here in the upper Midwest, we're cursedwith long, cold winters. One upside is our preponderance of holiday brews, almost all of which are full of hops, spices, and above allflavor. 
Cincinnatti, Ohio's Rhinegeist Brewery is a localfavorite. Many IPAs have flashy labels that do little to disguise an aggressively bad taste. That'snot the case at all when it comes to Rhinegeist, although their simple gradient color bar cans are among the most stylish ones you'll find in your local beer aisle (if you're lucky). 

By Cameron VanDerHorst 

Legal Stuff: �ewe all enjoy consuming adult 
beverages, (if you're oflegal age, of course) TONE 
and Cardas Audio ask you to be responsible ... 

TONE105.078 

www.manley.com


Swill 
Sponsored by Card as Audio 

Their charmingly-named "Dad" holiday beer goes 
off-brand ever so slightly, replacing the simple colored 
bars with a festive red and green plaid pattern. The 
name is appropriate - I'm fairly certain my Dad owns 
a Christmas sweater that looks just like this. 

This is one IPA that could easily get away with tasting 
like a liquefied pine tree, but it doesn't, thankfully. 
Rhinegeist Dad is a heavy, happy holiday red ale that 
doesn't go overboard on spice. Like almost all other 
Rhinegeist brews, "subtle and smooth" is the name 
of the game. We'll definitely have to sample more of 
their offerings in the future. 

The ruddy color even looks festive in a glass, and the 
variety of flavors you'll experience when it hits your 
tongue are reminiscent of the stress and satisfaction 
of hosting the holidays at your home. It starts out bold 
and bitter, with hints of caramel and gingerbread that 
tickle your tastebuds before finishing sweetly like a 
made-for-TV holiday movie. 

by Cameron VanDerHorst 

There's subtle hints of citrus and pine, here, too, that 
are welcome and not at all overpowering. The pleasant 
aftertaste hangs around just long enough without 
overstaying its welcome. We wish that we could say 
the same for some of our family members. 

Many holiday brews nail the "bold and bitter" part 
a little too well, and forget to be tasteful. That's not 
a problem at all here. The folks at Rhinegeist really 
know when to show restraint, and this results in 
flavors that are both complex and eminently enjoyable. 
Isn't that what the holidays are all about? 

If you're reading this column, there's a good chance 
that you have tasted your share of holiday brews in 
the past (or, you're holed up in the bathroom, bored 
out of your skull, waiting patiently for your in-laws 
to leave). If you're tired of over-the-top, one-and-done 
Christmas ales, you should definitely give Rhinegeist 
Dad a try. 

TONE105.079 

SOUND HAS NEVER BEEN SO TRANSPARENT 

After two years in development, the all new REF160M is now shipping. 
It features switchable Ultralinear/Triode operation, proprietary auto-bias, 

output tube monitoring and protection, an innovative transparent power meter, 
and legendary Audio Research sound. 

Contact your local Audio Research Dealer for an audition. 

audioresearch.com 

www.audioresearch.com


TONE105.081 

Welcome to MINE: 

We're not just crazy about music and hi-fi here at TONE. W hile we can put 
many labels on our ethos, claiming to be music lovers, audiophiles, or perhaps 
even qualityphiles, that doesn't even cover it. Havmg met so many of our readers 
from all over the globe, I'd say our readers are playful and inquisitive to say 
the least 

You've told us you like automobiles, motorcycles, fine art, bicycles, toys, cameras ... 
Well, you get the picture. Lumping this all under a banner labeled "Style" seems 
too limiting. Let's face it, we're all a little selfish when it comes to our stuff. 

Let's call it what it is - MINE! We'll be sharing more of our favorites as we go. 

Kiss Alive Viewmaster 

$75 

shop kissonlin e. com 

Truly, 

what could be more awesome 
than this? 

Enough said. 

THE COMPONENTS OF EXCELLENCE: LASTING VALUE 

Before you buy a new audio 
component, consider why some 

people would rather own a 
used McIntosh than a 

new anything else. 

Made in the USA 

"11ze best source I know 'for all things McIntosh' is Audio Classics in Vestal, New York. 
1l1ey do a lot of restoration work on McIntosh products and are an authorized McIntosh dealer a11d service center." 

Jim Hannon.VP/Group Publisher & Senior Wr iter, 'Jhe Absolute Sound

Timeless design. Legendary construction. 
Sound investment. 

w w w. Au I) 1 C) C LA ss I c� s. C() 111

. \ l I ) I ( ) • I I ( ) \ I I , I I I I , \' I I R • S I I , I<. I , ( ) 

3501 Vestal Road• Vestal, New York 13850 Call 607-766-3501 or 800-321-2834 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30 EST - Other Hours by Appointment 

www.shopkissonline.com
www.audioclassics.com


Analog Penmanship 

$9 
birminghampens.com 

We've heard that a number of you are either fountain pen users 
or have embraced collecting fine writing instruments. 

The Birmingham Pen Co. in Pittsburgh is now producing a wide 
range ofinks to entertain your analog writing adventures. 

S�if'Pircpot: Atomic 
Po1tr S:ation 

Th: ll"trJl's Ent �came 
i:sc 1:or .c po-.,-c1 �1nt, 
Stpp�1t Atcm:c Power 
StlllCll <y.n!d 10 1:1 IIIICS 

1th of P:1t1bu1th m 19;7. 
It', reutei co:: W1! 

r:torn.'11.sr.on:d m a 
�d:u cm� car1.�r and 

po-,:.rcd by h:thl7 :nr.cbed 
t:u::iu:i. 

MADE IN US.\ 

Jtd..,J,J, 
ELECTRON 

JOWL 
M1za1fac111rcd 

& Bottled B7 Hand 

,BIR)IJNGHAlf PEN CO. 
PITTSJUllGH, PESM 

TONE105.083 

PRIMALUNA 

NEW! EVO 400 Tube Preamp 
RCA & Balanced In/Out 
$4,499 

531bs of badass, dual-mono, tube-rectified 

bliss! Plus, transformer-coupled XLR. Look 
inside on our You Tube channel. 

NAIM 

NA( 152 XS+ NAP 155 XS 
Pre/Power Bundle 
$2,249 (was $5990!) 

62% off! We made your dream of owning 
Nairn come true! Take a peek inside on our 

You Tube channel. 

MUSICAL FIDELITY 

MX-VYNL Our Favorite $1000
Phonostage Is On Sale
$749 (regularly $999) 

The MX-VYNL is fully-balanced, adjustable 

on-the-fly, and sounds fantastic. Pair w/ 
Sbooster for reference-level performance! 

LUMIN 

LUMIN Network Music Players 
aka Streaming DACs 
$2,300-$13,990 

lumin's secret sauce yields incredible 

musicality from digital files, Tidal, Qobuz, 
and more. Call us and do digital right. 

• 
VPI 

Super Prime Scout w/ 10.S" 
JMW Arm & VTA On The Fly 
$2,899 (was $58,997.32!) 

Watch our video! Upscale Audio Exclusive 

with upgraded tonearm and base! Car­
tridge bundles. #1 VPI dealer worldwide! 

SBOOSTER 

BOTW Power & Precision MKII 
Audiophile Power Supply 
$359-$399 

Vastly improve the sonic performance of 

any compatible device in your system. 
DA(, streamer, router, turntable, etc. 

PATHOS ACOUSTICS 

Aurium 
Hybrid Headphone Amp 
$1,295 

Class-A, zero feedback hybrid design using 

two 6922 on the front end. Hot-rod it with 

a $booster Power Supply! 

FELIKS AUDIO 

Euforia 
Tube Headphone Amp 
$2,599 

Learn why Focal uses Feliks headphone 
amps to demo Utopia at our You Tube 

channel. Amps starting at just $679. 
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Big and bold

$140 
shopswatch.com

Our fascination with classic BMWs
and Swatch continue with their new
Chrono collection.

Ļis big fĻis big face is easy to read, and 
goes perfectly with your favorite
classic Euro ride.
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TONE105.055

www/shopswatch.com
www.acoraacoustics.com
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TONE105.087 

The Ultimate Fusion 
$150/pa ir (if you can find em) 
adidas.com 

Combining your love for Legos and sneakers is a dream come 
true for those so inclined . 

U nfo rtu nate ly, these so Id out of their in ilia I run qui ckly, so if 
you want a pair, you're at the mercy of secondary suppliers. 

Or ... maybe we can convince Adidas to make another run? 

V 

The world's first S.E.T. 2a3 amp with remote audio output transformers. 

We take another big leap toward for 2020 by moving our output transformers off the 

main chassis and closer to the speakers. 

designed and built in Portland, Oregan USA 

www.whammerdyne.com 

The ultimate audiophile experience just got a little better! 

www.adidas.com
www.whammerdyne.com
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The World's Smallest Horn Speaker 

€50 
r1suona.com 

Leave it to the Ila I ians to design 
an elegant solution to damn near 
everything. 

Not only does the Risuona NANO 
make for a great smartphone 
holder, it acts as a horn-loaded 
enclosure for the tiny phone 
speakers. 

When you set your phone in the 
NANO, prepare for a transformation. 
It augments the bass nicely, and the 
horn brings out the mids and upper 
reg isle r too. Best of a 11, the re's about 
3db more output 

As much fun as it is for music, those 
of you engaged in desktop facetime 
conversations will love the increased 
clarity. 

Very cool! 

TONE .0�3 

www.goldnote.it
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Give your face a joyride 

from $29.99 
jawzrs ize.com 

Al I th a t typ in g is ma king you r fig n e rs st ro ng and you r jaws weak. 
Whether you're tring to avoid a trip to the cosmetic surgeon,would 
like to look a little younger, or are just bored - these things work. 

Tone tested, the Jawzrsize will firm up those jaw muscles,so you'll 
be ready to argue about cables in person when we go back to hifi 
shows again. 

TONE105.091 

www.jawzrsize.com
www.nordost.com
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Just like the old days 

$30 

creemmag.com 

Maybe some of you still have your original, but we're guessing 
if you do it's either pretty faded, pretty nasty or both. 

Get a new one, put it on, crack a beer and watch the Creem 
documentary, produced by our music editor Jaan Uhelzski, as 
she walks us through the crazed creativity that was Creem. 

Boy howdy, indeed! 

CODrad-johnson

TONE105.093 I 

www.creemmag.com
www.conradjohnson.com


Start a Journal 

From $17.99 
wftnotebooks.com 

With so many of us pondering the issues of the 
last yea r,it's become popular to start journaling 
again. 

What better way to confront your thoughts, than 
with a hea I thy sense of humor? 

WTF Note boo ks co me in fun co lo rs, with a wide 
range of pithy sayings on the cover.. 

TONE .095 

'' Living Sounds Audio 

www.wftnotebooks.com
www.underwoodhifi.com
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You Can't Have it... 

$120(original release. being scalped on EBay for much more ... ) 
swatch.com 

If you didn't move fast,you missed it. Unfortunately, the Christmas Swatch that looks 
I ike Santa flew into it was long gone by the time most of us even knew about it. 

So much for al I those wasted social media ads. No bait and switch he re - we wanted 
Santa. Up to Christmas day, these were going as high as $400 on Ebay. This is a good 
time to remember today's ADD and realize there might be a deal to be had in May. 

Happy shopping! 

I I\• I I / 

. ' ll2 
' 

• • 

--

: 3 

-------- ---------- --

TONE105.097 

planar three 

Hear how 

Rega puts the 

music first. 

(972) 234-0182 

1009 Oakmead Dr. Arlington TX 76011 
soundorg.com I soundorg.ca 

The award-winning 

speaker cable just got 

even better. Try the 

ClearwayX from The 

Chord Company. Your 

ears will thank you. 

(972) 234·0182 

1009 Oakmead Dr, Arlington TX 76011 
soundorg.com I soundorg.ca 

www.soundorg.com
www.soundorg.com
www.swatch.com


Luxman LX-380

$6,000
luxmanamerica.com

There’s always one that gets away. We really wanted to 
include this modern classic from Luxman, but demand
has been insane this year. However, we’re assured that
one is on the wone is on the way for the new year, so stay tuned.

Featuring an incredible phono stage, this all tube amplifier
uses a quartet of 6L6 tubes to produce 18 watts per channel.

Those of you with high sensitivity speakers will be in 
heaven.

TONE105.116
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Reviews in our immediate future...

www.totemacoustic.com
www.luxmanamerica.com
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Reviews in our immediate future ... 

Sonusfaber 

Maxima-Arna tor 

$15,000/pair 
sonusfaber.com 

Building on the success of the bookshelf sized Electa Amat or III 
introduced this year, the Maxima takes the same drivers, and 
packages them in a full sized, floorstanding speaker for the extra 
bass response this allows. Anxiously awaiting these. 

TONE105.102 

www.focalnaimamerica.com
www.sonusfaber.com


Perfectly 

Announcing The New VK80i Integrated. 

The warm glow of the quartet of 6(33 tubes distinguishes the 
VK80i as a pure Balanced Audio Technology design. Inside the 

stunning all-aluminum chassis is innovative technology and 
uncompromising audio quality. It's perfectly balanced for the 

discerning music lover. 

BAT's proprietary intelligent auto-bias and {useless protection 
circuits make this a tube amp that is easy to own and operate. You 

will always have optimal sound and total peace of mind. 
The balanced amplifier generates 55 watts-per-channel of high 

current triode power. This amplifier drives speakers with vigor due 
to the exceptional wide-bandwidth output transformers. 

With the VK80i, all you need to do is listen. 

Contact your nearest BAT specialty retailer 
to audition this American-made powerhouse. 

� TENSE Reviews in our immediate future ...
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Kiseki Blackheart N.S. 

$4,199 

upscaleaud.io. com 

We've been using the Kiseki Purpleheart N.S. as a 
reference for some time now, and it's a stunner. 

Thanks to a new canteliver design and body material, 
this one looks to be even better. Watch for a review 
this spring. 

TONE .104 

www.balanced.com
www.upscaleaudio.com


� TENSE Reviews in our immediate future ...
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NaimMuSo2 

$1,599 
naimaudio.com 

Nairn set the standard for countertop audio when the 
MuSo was introduced a few years ago. Now, they are 
back with the second generation of the MuSo and MuSoQb. 

The new models may look the same, but they are nearly 
reinvented from the ground up, with new drivers, and 
new tech under the cover. Connectivity has been improved 
as well to include HDMI. 

Don't forget about that sexy volume control either. 

TONE105.106 

www.primaluna-usa.com
www.naimaudio.com
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Line Magnetic LM-812
2-Way Speakers

about $17,000/pair
line-magnetic.eu
toneimports.com

18” coaxial driver, horn tweeter, 102db/1-watt
and super easy to drive. What more could youand super easy to drive. What more could you
want?

We’ve had such excellent luck with the Line
Magnetic electronics, that importer Jonathan
Halpern is going to hook us up with a listen
to these beauties.  

NOTE: Whould you be living in the Pacific
Northwest, please call our friends at GigNorthwest, please call our friends at Gig
Harbor Audio for an audition.
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Reviews in our immediate future...

TONE105.112

www.rel.net
www.toneimports.com


Our Product of the Year Awards
celebrate what we feel is the ultimate
expression of a particular component, 
whether it be at a specific price point,

or technological prowess.

While we have tried very hard to
tatake more of a “concierge” approach
here at TONE, trying to find what we
feel are the most exciting to put on your
short list, the TPOY products deliver

even more.

Much as we hate to use the B-word, the 
gear to follow certainly represents the
“best of the best” of what we’ve had“best of the best” of what we’ve had
the privilege to listen to this year.

We’ve completed full reviews on most
of these, but a couple are still in process,
with reviews to follow early in 2020.

Again, we would never expect you to 
spend your hard earned income on 
something, simply because we think itsomething, simply because we think it’s
outstanding, but it is our hope that
should you be looking for something 
in one of these categories, that you’d 
take the time to investigate, audition,
and compare these to what you were 

thinking of.

Our hope is that should aOur hope is that should any of the products
on the following pages fit your criteria,
that upon thorough investigation, you 
would enjoy them as much as we have.

It’s all about finding that special piece 
of gear that will take you somewhere 

you’ve never been.

All of these components pass that test.All of these components pass that test.



Now entering it’s 60th year of production, (that’s not a typo) the 275 has
always been the backbone of McIntosh’s product lineup. Sure, certain 
collectors will wax poetic about the MC30 and MC60 monos having a bit
warmer, more romantic sound, but the MC275 was a true audiophile
component before we even coined the term.

According to Google’s trusty inflation calculator, the $444 an MC275 set
you back in 1961 is just about $4,000 todyou back in 1961 is just about $4,000 today. Keep in mind a new Buick 
LeSabre was $3,200 in 1961, so you were pretty serious about sound if
you ponied up for one of these.

Rated at 75 watts per channel, nearly everyone that’s done measurements
on the MC275 confirms they put out an easy 90 watts per channel from 
four KT88 tubes.

Having heard original 275’s, the only reason you’d really want one is 
the same reason you’d want that 61’ Buick - to admire it. the same reason you’d want that 61’ Buick - to admire it. Today’s 275
stands up with the best tube amplifiers made - period.

 

 

OVERALL: 
McIntosh
MC 275
$6,400                                                    mcintoshlabs.com

www.mcintoshlabs.com


Here at TONE, we love three input phonostages, because we
always have a lot of analog going on. The more you delve into
vinyl, the more you need multiple turntable/tonearm/cartridge
combinations.

If you’re a collector that visits the bargain bins, it’s not a bad
idea to have a “daily driver” table, to save your best cartridge
from potential damage, so that third table can really come in from potential damage, so that third table can really come in 
handy. 

VAC principle Kevin Hayes is quite the tube whisperer, and has 
built a lovely, three-input phono stage, incorporating much of
what he learned building their cost no object Statement Phono.
We’ve spent too much time listening to records to finish the full
review, but it’s one of the most engaging we’ve heard!

With six 12AX7s, the Renaissance Mk. V brings your viWith six 12AX7s, the Renaissance Mk. V brings your vinyl to
life in a way few other phono stages can. And if you don’t have
three turntables now, you will.

 

Analog:
VAC Renaissance Mk. V                     
$12,990  vac-amps.com

www.vac-amps.com


Naim has always been at the forefront of digital playback,
and much of their approach has always been that of careful
attention to the most minute of details. 

Naim’s top components are not unlike Formula 1 cars, in the
sense that they share a technological base with many other
DACs, but by refining every single aspect of materials, assembly, 
and even component land even component layout to its ultimate conclusion, something
extraordinary emerges.

And so we have the ND 555 streaming DAC, which does require
the CD 555PS. Some of you may remember when our publisher 
was using the Naim CD555 with this power supply. Weighing more
than a lot of power amplifiers, the CD 555PS includes multiple
voltage-regulated supplies, optiminzed and shielded, for every
section of the ND 555.section of the ND 555.

Now Roon ready, the ND 555 will easily integrate with all of your
music streaming platforms. And the sound is glorious.

Digital: 
Naim ND 555/CD 555PS                   
$40,000                         naimaudio.com

www.naimaudio.com


Remember the legendary pieces of audio gear that just got to the point?

When being an audiophile meant taking a purist approach? It was all 
about performance, simplicity, stripping things to the essesnce, lettting
the music do the talking?

Backert Labs has taken that to heart with their full lineup of preamplifiers.
The current Rhumba 1.3 you see here is all about sound. If you happen to 
be a music loving audio enthusiast wanting just the basics, but painstakinglybe a music loving audio enthusiast wanting just the basics, but painstakingly
executed, the Rhumba might just be the preamplifier you’ve been waiting
for.

Hand built, here in the USA. All music, nothing more. The Rhumba has 
been our favorite surprise this year.

 

Preamplifier:
Backert Labs Rhumba                     
$4,000  backertlabs.com

www.backertlabs.com


These are some pretty incredible amplifiers. While Parasound has raised
the price substantially, they’ve done a complete makover on them, and of
course we’ve got a pair of originals to compare. The original JC1 was a 
groundbreaking high power/high quality amplifier at an incredibly low
price, but the JC1+ is the same.

If this amplifier had a botique-y badge on the front panel, you’d pay $50k
for a pair of these, and be on social media tomorrow bfor a pair of these, and be on social media tomorrow bragging about them.

That’s why at $17k/pair, they are the big amplifier deal of all time.

Full report soon, but it didn’t take much seat time to make the call on these.

 

Power Amp: 
Parasound  
JC1+                     
$17,000(pr)          parasound.com

www.parasound.com


There are a number of integrated amplifiers that offer a
DAC, (and streamer) while others offer a phono, but few
put it all on one chassis, and even fewer do it all with this
level of performance paid to all sections.

The Enyo is the perfect choice for someone wanting a
minimalist, yet high quality system. And it is modular, so
if you’re just a digital person, or only analog, you’re notif you’re just a digital person, or only analog, you’re not
paying for anything you don’t need. 

This big box, puts out 50 watts per channel, and the sound
is glorious. Everything you associate with “tube sound” is
here in spades, combined with modern functionality.

Add an awesome pair of speakers, sit back and enjoy your
music collection!

Integrated: 
Thrax Enyo                   
$12,500
$3,500 (Dac/Stereamer module)
$1,175 (phono module)  soundbyoz.com

www.soundbyoz.com


We keep saying the CD is making a comeback...

In the last few years, a number of manufacturers have renewed their
committment to the shiny disc. The D-03X is reasonably priced, yet 
built with the same level of excellence that graces Luxman’s top player.

You can look at the D-03X one of two ways: A great CD player that just
happens to be a great DAC (hi-res PCM, MQA, and DSD decoding) or a
great great DAC that just happens to have a CD transport built in.

Even though streaming is all the rage, there are still selections that are 
only available on disc. We’ve found that it’s still nice to just push the
play button and listen to both sides of an album in one sitting. Not to 
mention, there are still data outages from time to time.

The D-03X proves you don’t have to spend five-figures for stellar sound. 

 

Disc Player: 
Luxman
D-03X
$3,295
Luxmanamerica.com

www.luxmanamerica.com


Every critical aspect of Dynaudio speakers is done in-house, and it makes 
a huge difference in the final result.

Their new Confidence line of speakers was introduced in Munich 2019, and
because of this year, got off to a bit of a slow start. End users and reviewers
all agree, these are the best speakers to come from their Denmark factory.

Thanks to constant refinement, and their new Esotar 3 tweeter, the smallest
speaspeaker in the Confidence lineup is outstanding.

 

Speaker: 
Dynaudio
Confidence 20
$11,999 pair (stands included)  
dynaudio.com

www.dynaudio.com


We could go on and on about how great the Focal Arche sounds, whether
you’re using Focal headphones or now, but the thing that really makes 
this joint venture between Focal and Micromega, is that it has a DAC built
in, and it makes a great line level preamplifier.

At this price, the Arche is an outstanding way to bridge the gap from 
head fi to room fi. When you’re ready, pick up a power amplifier and a
pair of speapair of speakers to round out the package.

 

Personal Audio: 
Focal
Arche
$2,490
focal.com

www.focal.com


A six-pack of REL’s mighty no. 25 subwoofers have been performing low-frequency
miracles in our publisher’s main system for almost two years now, and they are the
undisputed kings of this task.

But not everyone needs a solution like this.

How’s $449 sound? You can afford that much awesomeness. Seriously, at that price,
get two. Return a few of those holiday gifts you didn’t love. Get something you do.
WWe guarantee you’ll love these.

Amazing as the flagship RELs are, that they can build this much sheer quality into
a $449 subwoofer is almost more incredible. Sure, you can get more boom for $449.
Head right over to your favorite mass market retailer for more bass, dude.

Pair the T-ZeroIII up with a pair of high quality mini-monitors, the small Magnepans,
or some vintage ESLs (our publisher is using a pair with some Acoustat 1+1s) and 
be prepared to have an unworldly experience.

 

Subwoofer: 
REL
T-ZeroIII
$449
rel.net

www.rel.net


When the discussion turns to cable, (and it always does) too many audio
enthusiasts think that premium cable will cost more than a new car. While
it can, it doesn’t have to.

We’ve been using Tellurium Q’s original Blue as our go to cable in modest
and vintage systems to excellent result for some time now, and the new,
improved Blue II is better in every way. Fantastic.

 

Cable: 
Tellurium Q
Blue II
$250/m - interconnect
$25/m - speaker cable
Telluriumq.com

www.telluriumq.com


Most of us know Clarus for producing cables and power conditioners
that offer tremendous performance and value.

Add one more list of accomplishments to their list:

Their new compact DAC, the Coda plugs into your laptop, tablet, and
some phones (with USB-C) to provide high res audio to your headphones
or audio system. It also decodes MQA files for those of you serving up
your music via Tidal.your music via Tidal.

The sound? Fantastic. We’ve been calling it the fly swatter. 

 

Accessory: 
Clarus Coda
$300

claruscable.com

www.claruscable.com


This product should dispel any thoughts that we are just snooty
audiophiles, that are only aroused by six figure components.

Andover Audio is a new company that’s long on experience, 
both in the design and marketing aspects of audio. The Songbird
is a streaming DAC that sounds pretty darn amazing for $129.

Pretty soon a couple of lattes at Starbucks are going to cost more
than that. This is one of the most fun, best thought out productsthan that. This is one of the most fun, best thought out products
we’ve heard in a long time.

Well done.

 

Budget Component: 
Andover Songbird
$129

andoveraudio.com

www.andoveraudio.com


The folks at Cardas make more expensive power cords than the
Clear reflection, but these are a personal favorite. They provide
a lot of improvment, use premium parts , and are not crazy money.

The entire Clear Reflection line has been a major hit.

These are what we use to plug nearly all of our gear into the wall.
(otherwise we use Clear and Clear Beyond.)

 

Power: 
Cardas Clear 
Reflection
$950 (3m, other sizes available)

cardas.com

www.cardas.com


Years ago, a recording engineer said, “you can see right through
the best vinyl.” Abey Fonn and her team at Impex, got the best raw
vinyl on Earth to press this audiophile classic with RTI’s one-step
process. Precious few imprints are doing it this way, because of the
extra costs associated, but Impex took it further, cutting multiple
lacquers before they were happy. Fonn tells us, “it’s not just expensive,
itit’s extremely time consuming.”

The result is fantastic. The only way to get closer to Ms. Barber is
to pull up a chair at one of her performances. This one eclipses all 
the others, even the outstanding MoFi set. (which is now heading 
past $500 on discogs)

If you’re a mega fan, you want this one. From a sheer recording
standpoint, this is the closest to the sound quality the reel to reel 
guys are gushing about. And collectors loving the tactile aspect willguys are gushing about. And collectors loving the tactile aspect will 
appreciate a jacket and box done to the same standard.  

 

Recording: 
Patricia Barber 
Impex - 1Step
$125 
impexrecords.com

www.impexrecords.com


We seek high value in everything
we review, yet some things go above and
beyond what is expected at any given price.
Such is the nature of the Exceptional Value

Awards.

We’ve reviewed a few less components
this year, due to logistical grewlins at thethis year, due to logistical grewlins at the
beginning of the pandemic, but we’ve
been rolling steadily along. As always,
there’s still no shortage of great values

this year.

We hope that at least one or two of these
manage to make it on your radar, and
we thank all of the manufacturers thatwe thank all of the manufacturers that
have sent things our way for review.

Here’s to 2021!



Our first look at Fyne Audio, has been
rather fine indeed. This Scottish hifi
manufacturer makes an incredible line
of speakers that raise the bar for value,
sound quality, and stunning good looks.

Watch for more of them in our pages
in 2021.in 2021.

 

Fyne
F500
$895/pair          fyneaudio.com

This small but mighty British integrated gets the job done, right.

At slightly more than half the price of their Brio, (that just so 
happens to be an industry darling) the IO is the perfect box to 
build a proper hifi system around.

With a great built-in MM phono section and a headphone stage,
just add speakers and a turntable. Off you go.

 

Rega IO
$595                   rega.co.uk

www.fyneaudio.com
www.rega.co.uk


Amazing as Focal’s Utopia speakers are, we
are always impressed with what Focal can

do on a tight budget.

The Chora 806 speakers deliver the benefits
of the full scale of Focal’s vertical engineering

and production at a price everyone can
afford.afford.

 

Focal
Chora 806
$890                            focal.com

CEntrance has produced a small 
miracle in personal listening for
just under 200 bucks.

Don’t let the basic casework fool
you. There are a lot of $600 - $1,000
phones that don’t come close to 
this level of neutthis level of neutrality.

This is our go to affordable 
headphone.

 

CEntrance
Cerene dB
$179.95                centrance.com

www.focal.com
www.centrance.com


Totem speakers always manage to 
wring more low frequency performance
out of a small enclosure than so many
others we’ve heard, and the Skylight
holds up the family tradition, if you 
will.

Combine a soft dome tweeter with anCombine a soft dome tweeter with an
incredibly inert cabinet, and it’s a 
winning candidate.

Additionally, the Skylights are easy to
drive, and even easier to set up.

 

Totem
Skylight
$1,000/pr.             totemacoustic.com

https://elusivedisc.com/search?search_query=VPI+JMW+Fatboy+Tonearm+Armwand
https://elusivedisc.com/nordost-blue-heaven-power-cord/
https://elusivedisc.com/search?search_query=Integrity+HiFi+Tru-Sweep+Anti-Static+Dust+Cleaner%2FSweeper
https://elusivedisc.com/search?search_query=Clearaudio+Concept+Active+Silver+Turntable+Combo
https://elusivedisc.com/hana-ml-microline-mc-cartridge-0-4mv/
https://elusivedisc.com/search?search_query=AudioQuest+Monsoon+AC+Power+Cable
https://elusivedisc.com/quest-for-sound-isol-pad-isolation-feet-1-each/
https://elusivedisc.com/search?search_query=Sieveking+Sound+Omega+Headphone+Stand
https://elusivedisc.com/audioquest-dragonfly-cobalt-usb-dac-preamp-headphone-amp/
https://elusivedisc.com/search?search_query=Sumiko+Blue+Point++Special+EVO+III++MC+Cartridge
https://elusivedisc.com/spin-clean-washer-mkii-record-cleaner/
https://elusivedisc.com/vpi-mw-1-cyclone-super-record-cleaner-package-120v/
https://elusivedisc.com/edifier-s2000mkiii-powered-bluetooth-bookshelf-speaker/
https://elusivedisc.com/final-audio-design-e5000-earphones/
https://elusivedisc.com/clearaudio-performer-v2-ebony-wood-mm-cartridge-3-6mv/
https://elusivedisc.com/kirmussaudio-ka-rc-1-ultrasonic-record-restoration-system-package
www.totemacoustic.com


The Eggleston Nico EVOs pack an incredible
amount of sound into a pair of modest
enclosures with the Nico EVOs, and they even
include a great pair of stands.

See why audio enthusiasts and recording 
engineers love these speakers so much, at an
approachable price indeed.approachable price indeed.

Hint, hint - these pair up incredibly well with
the amplifier on the next page...

 

You might think we’ve lost our minds, calling a $10k amplifier and “exceptional value,” but when you
factor in how much tech from Luxman’s top solid-state power amplifier and preamplifier is present
in the L-509X, it’s an easy call. Next, ponder how much you’re going to save on cables and less rack 
space, and it just gets sweeter. 

This is an incredible one box solution for anyone desiring the best that high end audio has to offer
without a massive rack full of gear.
  

 

Eggleston
Nico EVO
$4,995 (stands Incl.)       egglestonworks.com

Luxman
L-509X
$9,495          luxmanamerica.com

www.egglestonworks.com
www.luxmanamerica.com


LSA 
T-3
$3,750     underwoodhifi.com

Fully produced in Italy, the smallest speaker Sonus
faber makes is true to the breed.

They have done such a tasteful job on the voicing 
and the cabinets, it’s tough not to fall in love. But 
when was the last time you met an Italian that 
wasn’t compelling?

 

This new belt drive table from LSA offers great performance,
a great tonearm, and a number of must-have analog accessories.

They’ll even ship it to you with a phono cartridge of your choice
pre-mounted, so all you have to do is attach the drive belt, and
start spinning records. The price is dependent on what cartridge
you’d like, and what special they are running at the time. So, as
the guy on TV used to sthe guy on TV used to say, “Check back often.”

 

Sonus faber 
Lumina 1
$899/pair                     sonusfaber.com

www.underwoodhifi.com
www.sonusfaber.com


What began as a half-chassis, 15 watt per
channel amplifier decades ago, has now
morphed into a full-sized, 80 watt per
channel amplifier with an upgrade path.

The Supernait 3 is a fantastic all in one
amplifier, with a great phono stage built
in, and headphone amplifier as well. in, and headphone amplifier as well. 

Adding one of Naim’s outboard power
supplies takes the Supernait 3 from first
class to world class, so you’ve got room 
grow. 

 

The LSA 10 Signatures are incredibly refined
and offer a lot of great small touches that add
up to small speaker perfection.

These dynamic little speakers are easy to drive
and thanks to a 5x7 inch passive radiator on the 
rear face, deliver incredible bass response.

WhatWhat’s not to love?

 

Naim
Supernait 3
$4,999                         naimaudio.com

LSA
10 Signature
$2,499/pr.          underwoodhifi.com

www.naimaudio.com
www.underwoodhifi.com


The Publisher’s Choice Awards
are few, and self-indulgent

on my part.

Product of the Year, and Exceptional
Value awards, I hope are fairly self-
explanatory, but the handful of 
products presented on the next products presented on the next 
few pages are special, in a way
that I feel doesn’t need to conform
to a specific price or performance

target.

This issue, we  had a few more
main awards, yet still a few
“teache“teacher’s pets” here.

Enjoy.
 



Line Magnetic
LM-24CD                      
$2,000          toneimports.com

There’s no question about it, CD’s are
really starting to make a comeback 
again. 

If you still love your shiny discs, the
LM-24 does a fantastic job with red
book discs. Those of you wanting to
stream can plug in through the backstream can plug in through the back
via SPDIF or USB to use the CD-24 as
a high res DAC. 

The result is incredibly smooth and
inviting.

www.toneimports.com


Luxman
L-550AXII 
$5,495                     luxmanamerica.com
                               

Luxman’s L-590AXII is the 30wpc version
of this amplifier, with more power and
refinement. However, it’s almost twice as 
expensive. That makes for two different
customers.

For someone wanting that silky smooth
Luxman Class-A sound, but either in aLuxman Class-A sound, but either in a
smaller room, or on a tighter budget, the
L-550AXII is no slouch.

The L-550AXII feels lies a 60s classic car,
in the sense that it oozes cool even when
the music isn’t playing. From the finely
machined controls and front panel to the
softly backlit yellow meters.softly backlit yellow meters.

It only gets better when you turn it on. 

www.luxmanamerica.com


BAT
Rex 
Preamplifier                      
$30,000                   balanced.com
                               

Balanced Audio Technology has always
followed their own path, defying what is
assumed to be conventional wisdom in
tube audio design - building components
that are decidedly different.

Their first generation of REX amplifier
and preamplifier were head turners toand preamplifier were head turners to
be sure, but this new, two-chassis REX
preamplifer eclipses everything they have
ever produced.

And it may just be one of the world’s
finest preamplifiers.

Are you ready for a reboot in what
you thought was possible?you thought was possible?



Tubulus
XS 
Umbilical                      
€649 (.75cm, longer available)         
tubulus.net
                              

We’ve done precious few cable reviews over
the past 15 years, but these are truly great.

However, there’s a catch - they are purpose built
for the Pass XS amplifiers and preamplifiers. Good
as these world class components are, modest cost of
the Tubulus XS umbilical cables (or three sets if you
happen to have a pair of happen to have a pair of XS monoblocks, an XS Pre, and
an XS Phono) provides another level of  trasnparency
to the presentation.

Both our publisher and staffer Lawrence Devoe had the
same epiphany with these cables. You can read our full review
here.

www.tubulus.net


Yamaha
A-S3200 
Integrated                      
$7,499.99             usa.yamaha.com
                               

The newest Yamaha components have serious 
audiophile credentials. Sonically, the A-S3200
stands up to anything in it’s class.

However, the level of execution, combined with
first rate human engineering, and those elegant
power meters makes this a success on multiple
levels.levels.

This 100 watt per channel amplifier is robust
from top to bottom. Removing the cover, reveals
a copper inner chassis, an enormous power
supply, and flawless build quality.

Considering how many 1980s Yamaha amplifiers
and recievers are still working today, this one
upholds the tupholds the traditions set, and is sure to outlive
some of us.

usa.yamaha.com


Nagra
Classic 
Amp                      
$18,000          nagraaudio.com
                              

We’ve been using the Nagra Classic
Amp and Preamp for just over a year
now to excellent result.

This compact cube weighs in just  under
40 pounds, and can be used as a 100 wpc
stereo amplifier, or bridged for mono use.

Either wEither way, they are fantastic. 

The entire Nagra line is the perfect solution
for those wanting high sound quality with
a minimal footprint.

Thanks to decades of building tape recorders
for pro use in mobile operations, you can be
assured your Nagra is built to last.
  

www.nagraaudio.com


This has been an interesting world to say the least.

Fortunately, what we do makes it easy to follow
Angela Cardas’ advice of “just stay home and 

listen to music.

Now that TONE enters it’s 16th year, a lot of
great gear has passed through these doors.
In case you don’t knoIn case you don’t know, I take about 99% of
the photos in the magazine, so I have the
unique opportunity to listen to every single
thing before it heads to one of our other

writers.

It’s given me a perspective most reviewers 
don’t have.

This is a very enjThis is a very enjoyable process, requiring an
open mind at all times. We hand out fewer
awards than any other publication for good
reason; everything we review is worth your
hard earned money. If it’s not great, it doesn’t

even make it in the door.

I’m guessing you’re way too busy to waste your
time on mediocrittime on mediocrity. I know I am.

This year, we had three pieces that felt a 
step beyond the honor of a ”Product of
The Year” award, and it’s a long time

till 2029. 

So, we go forward with the Masterpiece
Award. There will only be one or two
every year. Of course, we’ve come outevery year. Of course, we’ve come out
of the chute breaking our own rule, with

three really incredible things.

Thank you for staying tuned in.

-Jeff Dorgay, publisher



C onrad-johnson tends to do things in a quiet
manner. Their original CAV amplifier was a true integrated,
with a front end similar to their PV-12 preamplifier, but the
new CAV-45S2 embodies their control amplifier concept,
with a passive attenuator on front of what is basically their
Classic 62 power amplifier.

C-JC-J’s design philosophy has always been “simple circuits
sound best.” 

The CAV-45S2 is an example of this concept executed to
perfection. It’s also proof that you don’t need to raid your
kids college fund to have great sound.

We’ve been listening to conrad-johnson amplifiers for over
40 years now, and they’ve made some great ones, to be sure.
What maWhat makes the CAV-45S2 so good is the level of performance
it offers in absolute terms.  www.conradjohnson.com

That’s why we had to come up with a new award for it. 
 

www.conradjohnson.com


T+A enjoys a tremendous reputation in Europe,
but we haven’t heard a lot about this brand in North
America. We’d like to change that a bit in the next few
years. Building on what we’ve heard at shows,
their 2500 series amplifier and the companion
disc player you see below have been making
music around the clock since they arrived.music around the clock since they arrived.

The MP 2500R Multi Source SACD player is just
that- it plays CD and SACDs, is a high resolution
DAC/Streamer, and includes an FM/DAB tuner.

The combination of form, function and sonics
puts this player at the top of our list.

ta-hifi.de
  

www.ta-hifi.de


The Linear Tube Audio Z40 has a rare topology: it’s an output tranformerless amplifier. That’s right, no big transformers,
so you can lift this 50 watt per channel integrated with ease. What makes it even more unique, is that it is based on the David
Berning ZOTL circuit, a much more stable variation on the standard OTL theme. 

It’s rare that components reach out and grab you in the densely packed environment of an audio show, but the Z40 really stood 
out. It’s been playing here for some time, and the word transparency doesn’t even come close to the experience this amplifier
delivers. Honestly, we’ve never heard anything like it.

That awful B-word (best) isn’t really the right word. Not everyone can build a system around this amount of power. But the Z40That awful B-word (best) isn’t really the right word. Not everyone can build a system around this amount of power. But the Z40
offers such a clean window on the sound, it’s like those 60s movies where they shot the movie stars with empty eye glass frames.  
it’s that amazing.                                                                                                                                                                  lineartubeaudio.com

www.lineartubeaudio.com
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Club Mix compilation expert, Scott Tetzlaff's
theme for this playlist is "adventure mix." 

He says this playlist will "make even a trip to the 
grocery store an adventure." Not to mention, the 
5.6.7.Ss are an all-Japanese girl band that just 
happen to be one of Quent in Tarantino's faves. 

John Barry/ the persuaders - Persuaders theme

Boozoo Bajou - S a  e

Chris Joss -You've been Spiked

Corduroy - High Havoc

The Bombay Royale -Jaan Pehechan Ho (cover version)

Sufi Disco - The Spy from Cairo

Shirley Bassey / Propellerheads - History Repeating (knee length mix)

5.6. 7.S's -Jane in the Jungle

Ursula 1000, FedericoAubele- Balearix

Stephane Pom pougnac - Back to the Wall

Thievery Corporation - The Hong Kong Triad

Unloved-When a woman is around

TONE Playlists are sponsored by-

60XTi • 40i • 20i I 35XTi • l5i I 50XTi • 30i
Floorstanding Bookshelf Center 

3 Finishes Available 

Closs Black Matte White Red Walnut 

THE NEW LOOK OF PROVEN PERFORMANCE 

If a loudspeaker is famous for its performance, why change it? 
Martin Logan's new Motion® Series achieve the same superior
performance as previous generations, with lifelike clarity, 
exceptional accuracy, and dynamic range. 

A stylish new enclosure design updates the look, with 
performance-enhancing internal bracing, reinforced baffles, 
new fabric grilles, and a choice of three beautiful finishes. 

" ... the vocals sounded eerily lifelike, and the instrumental
timbre was natural, with a depth so palpable I could 

practically reach my hands into it." 

David Martson, The Absolute Sound, on Motion 60XT 

martinlogan.com 

www.martinlogan.com


Years ago, the integrated amplifier
was looked upon as either a stepping 
stone to having a “real system,” (i.e. a
big rack full of seperate components)
or a way to eliminate the tuner in a 
hard-core turntable and tape deck 

system. system. 

Even in the pre-internet days we were
able to argue about formats, and what

constituted a true believer.

As seperate components improved and
digital complicated things, the integrated
amplifier took somewhat of a back seat
in the world of high end audio.in the world of high end audio.

But no more. Environments have become
smaller, technology has improved, and 
of all things, cables have become  more
expensive. Today’s integrated amplifiers
have equal, if not better performance

that some seperates.

WWe’ve rounded up some of our favorites
in a wide range of configuration and
price. Some we have links to full

reviews, others are almost complete.

There’s never been a better time to 
consider the integrated as a fantastic
anchor to a premium system!

  

Pass Labs INT-25
$7,250
passlabs.com

We’ll start with the most purpose built of the collection.

Pass Labs builds a wide range of amplifiers, from their low powered First 
Watt amplifiers, all the way up to their 1000 watt Class-AB monoblocks. 
Every Pass amplifier has its own unique sonic signature and set of attributes, Every Pass amplifier has its own unique sonic signature and set of attributes, 
unlike some companies that merely offer you a choice of kids meal to super 
size cup of the same sound.

The INT-25 combines a line level preamplifier with their XA25 power amplifer – 
one of the most finely detailed solid-state amplifiers we’ve ever had the pleasure 
of using. Unlike most big Pass amplifiers, you can lift the INT-25 by yourself, 
and the footprint is modest. All Class-A, it still gets warm, but if you have a 
sensitive enough pair of speasensitive enough pair of speakers, this amplifier will give you an amazing 
level of sonic involvement

The casework and build are pure Pass, and this one has no onboard DAC, 
streamer, or phono stage – though the folks at Pass make a number of great 
phono stages to pair with this amplifier. Whether you can stay in low powered
land or not, if you’re a serious audiophile, you should experience the INT-25.

It’s one of the industry’s rarest jewels.  

www.passlabs.com


Luxman L-550AXII
$5,500
luxmanamerica.com

The 20 watt per channel, Class-A Luxman is the closest to the Pass in terms
of sheer sonic purity, yet the implementation is completely different.

Where the Pass is all business, with a sparse, yet purposeful aesthetic, the
Luxman delights with a bevy of control options, built-in MM/MC phonoLuxman delights with a bevy of control options, built-in MM/MC phono
stage, headphone amplfier, and gorgeous, back lit power meters.

This amplifier pays respect to audio’s glory years, while featuring 21st
century performance. It even includes a pair of highly useful tone controls
and an A/B speaker selector.

The tactile experience of unboxing and using a Luxman component is
one of the most intimate this industry has to offer. No one does it better.

And liAnd like the Pass, if you have high efficiency speakers, or don’t need to
play music at crushingly high levels, the L-550AXII is the perfect destination.

If you need to go a step further, they do make the 30 watt per channel 590.
But now we’re forcing you to choose.

Conrad-Johnson CAV 45S2
$4,995

Conradjohnson.com

Our publisher, and his sidekick, 
Mr. O’Brien have been listening to C-J 

gear since 1979, when the first C-J preamp 
was put into our publishewas put into our publisher’s reference system. 

But the convert to C-J tube amplifiers didn’t happen 
till 1989, when an MV-50 made its debut. After that, it took 

a long time for solid-state amplifiers to be a reference stable again. 
(and even then it was the Conrad-Johnson Premier 350  

Conrad-Johnson’s tagline is “it just sounds right,” and that sums it up. 
There are some amplifiers that outperform C-J in certain areas, their gear 

has a harmonic richness that plhas a harmonic richness that plays to the strength of whatever music you enjoy.

We’ve owned and listened to every variation on the four output tube, EL34/KT88 amplifier C-J 
has built over the last 30 years, and the CAV 45 Mk. II is a fantastic trip downmemory lane. 
Borrowing heavy from the C-J parts bin, the CAV 45S2 is essentially the current Classic 62 power
amplifier with a passive level control and three RCA inputs. As with everypassive controller we’ve 
used, impedance matching is critical, however we had excellent luck with all of the sources at 
our disposal to audition. (because of the passive level control, this was the only amplifier that 

multiple listening sources were used)multiple listening sources were used)

Sheer sound sells this one. This amplifier is the textbook definition of tube magic.

www.conradjohnson.com
www.luxmanamerica.com


Cyrus ONECast
$1,995
cyrusaudio.com

If space is at a minimum, and connectivity a priority, the Cyrus ONECast
will keep everyone in the house happy. It’s got a great internal DAC that
allows you to stream from multiple sources, (wireless too) built in phono,
AAV pass through, and an excellent headphone amplifier.

In addition to ticking all the boxes, it’s stylish as hell. This one is sure to 
become a conversation piece in no time. 

With a 100wpc Class D amplifier under the bonnet, the ONECast barely 
generates any heat, so it can be placed anywere. Weighing just over 12
pounds, you could even take it with you on a road trip, so you have music
wherever your travels might take you.

Technics SU-G700
$2,499

technics.com 

If the PrimaLuna is the old school champion, the SU-G700 from Technics 
gets the prize for being at the cutting edge of technology. And versatility.The SU-700  
 combines fashionforward elegance, with the ability to accommodate any sources  
you might have – analog or digital. With its full function MM/MC phono section and you might have – analog or digital. With its full function MM/MC phono section and 

an excellent DAC you can build a formidable system with a minimal footprint around it.

A Technics companion SACD player is also here for review, we did just that, plugging 
in a technics digital amplifier technology, the SU-G700 runs cool. And, this is a truly 
 beautiful amplifier to behold in your listening room - it definitely presents as a piece 

you’d think would have a much higher price tag.

A famous amplifier designer once told us that a great looking amplifier is all about a
great volume control, and output meters. “great volume control, and output meters. “You have to have the meters.”

Set, point, and match.

www.technics.com
www.cyrusaudio.com


T+A Elektroakustik PA 2500 R
$12,750
ta-hifi.de

This one has some power. Big power. The PA 2500 R produces 140 watts per
channel into 8 ohms, doubling into 4 ohms, and again into 2 ohms. Theres a
beefy power supply under the cover to back it up, along with some beautiful
execution throughout.execution throughout.

We’ve been using this with the combination 2500 SACD player/DAC/Streamer,
and it’s all you need to build a perfect system. With this much power and finesse
at your command it’s a perfect anchor. There are no speakers it won’t drive.

The fantastic on-board MM/MC phono stage eliminates the need for an external
phono, and a combination of three balanced XLR inputs along with 4 single
ended RCA inputs means you can connect everything you desire.

AAnyone needing still more power can use the preamp outputs (again XLR
and RCA) to feed a bigger power amplifier or bi-amp.

Finally, the remote and user interface are logically arranged, paired with a
soft green display that is easily readable from all the way across the room.

Yamaha A-S3200
$7,499

usa.yamaha.com

As you can see from the interior, this one is all business, with a massive
power supply front and center as it should be. Though the A-S3200 is a 

Class-AB design, it’s still voiced on the slightly warm side, and at moderate
listening levels, you could easily be fooled.listening levels, you could easily be fooled.

With 100 watts per channel at your command, the world is your oyster
when choosing speakers, and there’s a headphone jack on the front panel
that allows you to trim ‘phone level to match room levels. A nice touch.

However, the key to the Yamaha, is flexiblitty.

With a gaggle of inputs, A+B speaker switching, and tone controls,
you are master of the universe with this reciever.

www.ta.hifi.de
www.usa.yamaha.com


PrimaLuna EVO100
$2,395
primaluna-usa.com

PrimaLuna is a perennial favorite here at TONE. For almost two decades, PrimaLuna has 
been the go to company if you want classic, but slightly modern tube sound, with functionality, 
style, and sonic excellence. We still own their original ProLogue One, and it still works as 
well as it did the dwell as it did the day it was unboxed. And yes, we still have the box.

Having an identical footprint to the original ProLogue One, the EVO 100 has been updated 
in every way possible. All of the components underneath the chassis are of higher quality, 
and a number of new features, including a built-in headphone amplifier, 

PL now offers a low/high bias switch, to optimize the amplifier to perform its best with 
whatever output tubes you choose. Those wanting to take advantage of the KT150 tubes, 
will have to step up to the EVO 200 ($2,999) which produces a few more watts per channel, 
has more robust output thas more robust output transformers, and the ability to use the KT150. 

PrimaLuna hasn’t scrimped a bit over the years. These amplifiers still feature a high quality 
dark blue metallic finish (with black or silver faceplate) and drop dead gorgeous point to 
point wiring. If you’ve never removed the bottom panel of a PrimaLuna product, you should 
visit their website and look at the photos. Even the legendary McIntosh and Marantz amplifiers 
of the 50s and 60s weren’t built with this level of care. 

As we’ve said before, the EVO 100 is tough to beat on any level. This one holds its own with 
everything in our comparison. The everything in our comparison. The EVO 100 does not make a single misstep. You can read 
the full review on the TONE website here.

Leak 130
$1,195
leakaudio.com

Leak has a long pedigree in the world of British hifi. The original Leak amplifiers were powered
by vacuum tubes, and the people that would design digital audio circuits weren’t even a 
glimmer in anyone’s eyes.

PPaying more than just visual homage to the original Leak 30 (which was also a solid-state amp)
the new 130 retains the tone controls and MM phono input, but abandons the tape head input
for the digital inputs of it’s on-board DAC. Considering the mild resurgence of analog tape, 
that tape head input wouldn’t be too terribly out of place.

Combined with the matching Leak CDT transport, these two make for a great pair that not only
offer great sound, but a glimpse into audio’s past.

www.leakaudio.com
www.primaluna-usa.com


In House 
The soundtrack of assembling the issue ... 

Miles Davis -Bitches Brew 

Towards the end of the issue, things tend to get more etherial around 
here. Nothing fills that void like Miles Davis' classic. 

Do you love it, or do you hate it? 

No one is luke warm on this one. 
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"THE RESPONSE D2R 

DEPENDABLY CREATED 

A LARGE SOUNDSTAGE, 

EVEN IN MY SMALLISH 

ROOM, WITH GREAT 

IMAGE SPECIFICITY." 

-KEN MICALLEF,

STEREOPHILE

(972) 234-0182 

"THIS IS A NEAT 

AND STYLISH 

LITTLE UN IT THAT 

HARKS BACK TO 

THE DAYS OF 

SIMPLE, COMPACT 

BRITISH BUDGET 

GIANT KILLERS." 

-ADAM SMITH, HIFI

CHOICE

1009 Oakmead Dr. Arlington TX 76011 
soundorg.com I soundorg.ca 

www.soundorg.com
www.soundorg.com


Dealers lhal Mean Business: 

You've read all the reviews, you've argued with the internet pundits, 

and you're ready to write a check. Now what? If you're a slightly used customer that likes 
to shop for the best bargain you can find on Aud.iogon, this article is not for you. And, 
controversial though it might sound, I'm not against Aud.iogon. If you want a gently 
pre-owned preamp, love music, and just don't want to buy new, I get that - as long as you 
know what you're getting into. Aud.iogon can be a great place to buy pre owned gear if 
you know exactly what you want - and don't expect ANY service. But someone has to buy 
it new, so you can buy it used - remember that! 

If you are the customer that likes to buy new, loves the feel (and the smell) of taking it out 
of the box for the first time, knowing no one else has touched it, I get that too. Personally, 
I'm about 50/50 on this experience, as I am with cars. Ask anyone who's bought a preamp 
or a used car from me, it's usually pretty pampered. 

However, if you are going to spring for new gear, you need a good dealer. Someone who 
understands you, your music and most of all your perspective. You need someone to help 
you find the right components that will work together as a system, help you set it up in 
some cases, and offer support when things don't work out as planned. There's no substitute 
for experience, and a great dealer knows their products, and knows what will work best for you. 

Nearly every audio system that has failed to achieve the greatness expected of it can be 
traced back to poor component choice (system and/or room) synergy and poor component setup. 
I've been to hifi shows, homes, and dealers all over the world - hearing sound good, bad, and 
somewhere inbetween. It always boils down to these two factors if something isn't truly broken, 
and it rarely is. 

The solution is easy. Find a great dealer. While there isn't a hifi shop on every corner like 
there was back in the 70s, there are still some truly great dealers out there that will help you 
put together a stunning music system, regardless of your budget. And I'm on a mission to find 
as many of them as I can for you. 

I'm starting with the folks I know, in this new section of the magazine. Most of the establishments 
in this list are running full page ads in the magazine - and there is a caveat. I will not 
accept advertising in this magazine from a dealer unless I've been to their place, seen 
the shop and have talked to a cross section of their customers to know they provide 
superior service. In most cases, these are hifi shops that I ,  or someone on the staff has 
purchased gear from as well. 

These are not just people wanting to buy space in TONEAud.io. Every one of these dealers 
carry my personal endorsement, and I hope that will help you on your journey. As we go 
forward, look for the ''TONEAudio Approved Dealer" sticker on your favorite establishment. 
Know a great dealer, that you've had superior service from? Let me know, I would like 
to pay them a visit and add them to the list. 

TONE105.191 



      Dealers That Mean Business - Listings                                    Dealers That Mean Business - Listings                            
La Verne, California  -  Upscale Audio
upscaleaudio.com
2058 Wright Avenue
La Verne, California 91750                   909.931.9686

Vestal, New York - Audio Classics
audioclassics.com
3501 3501 Vestal Road, 
Vestal, New York 13850                800.321.2834                                     

 

www.upscaleaudio.com
www.audioclassics.com


      Dealers That Mean Business - Listings                                    Dealers That Mean Business - Listings                            
San Francisco, California -  AudioVision San Francisco
www.audiovisionsf.com
1628 California Street
San Francisco, California 94109                                415.614.1118

Austin, Texas - Whetstone Audio
www.whetstoneaudio.com
2401 E. 6th. Street #10012401 E. 6th. Street #1001
Austin, Texas  78702                            512.477.8503                                     
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www.rel.net
www.audiovisionsf.com
www.whetstoneaudio.com


      Dealers That Mean Business - Listings                                    Dealers That Mean Business - Listings                            
Morton Grove, Illinois  -  Quintessence Audio
quintessanceaudio.com
5701 W. Dempster Street
Morton Grove, Illinois 60053                                  847.966.4434

Scottsdale, Arizona - LMC Home Entertainment
lmche.com
15507 N. Scottsdale Road, Suite 13515507 N. Scottsdale Road, Suite 135
Scottsdale, Arizona                                                             480.403.0011                                     
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www.gryphon-audio.com
www.quintessanceaudio.com
www.lmche.com
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Portland, Oregon - Echo Audio
www.echohifi.com
5904 SW Beaverton-Hillsdale Hwy
Portland, Oregon  97221                            888.248.3246              

www.passlabs.com
www.ultrafidelis.com
www.echohifi.com


TONE105.201

www.cardas.com
www.suncoastaudio.com


      Dealers That Mean Business - Listings                                    Dealers That Mean Business - Listings                            
Marietta, Georgia -  The Audio Company
www.theaudioco.com
146 South Park Square NE
Marietta, Georgia 30060                                770.429.0434

San Diego, Califonia - Deja VU Audio West
www.dejavuaudiowest.com
4848 Ronson Ct. Ste E4848 Ronson Ct. Ste E
San Diego, California  92111                            858.412.4023                                     
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www.aquahifi.com


TONE105.205

www.naimaudio.com
www.hificentre.com
www.gigharboraudio.com
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Get The Gear:  Where to find what you’ve seen in this issue. 

Anthem                                         anthemav.com

Aqua Audio                                  aquahifi.com

Artisan Fidelity                artisanfidelity.com

Audio Classics                       audioclassics.com

Audio Research                 audioresearch.com

AudioVision SF                     audiovisionsf.com

AVID HiFiAVID HiFi                                         avidhifi.com

Bryston                                             bryston.com

Capture Cassettes                          splicit.com

Cardas Audio                                 cardas.com

Clarus Cable                              claruscable.com

Chord Cable                                  soundorg.com

conrad-johnson                 conradjohnson.com

 

Core Power                         underwood hifi.com

dCS                                                      dcsltd.co.uk

Dynaudio                                       dynaudio.com

Echo Audio                                     echohifi.com

Elusive Disc                                elusivedisc.com

Focal                            focalnaimamerica.com

FFranco Serblin                          francoserblin.it

Gig Harbor Audio                  gigharboraudio.com

Gold Note                                             goldnote.it

Grand Prix Audio                 grandprixaudio.com

www.anthemav.com
www.aquahifi.com
www.artisanfidelity.com
www.audioclassics.com
www.audioresearch.com
www.audiovisionsf.com
www.audiovisionsf.com
www.avidhifi.com
www.cardas.com
www.claruscable.com
www.soundorg.com
www.conradjohnson.com
www.underwoodhifi.com
www.dcsltd.co.uk
www.dynaudio.com
www.echohifi.com
www.elusivedisc.com
www.focalnaimamerica.com
www.goldnote.it
www.grandprixaudio.com


Get The Gear:  Where to find what you’ve seen in this issue. 

Qobuz                                                qobuz.com

REL                                                              rel.net

Rega                                              soundorg.com

Sonus faber                             sonusfaber.com

Sumiko                                                sumiko.net

SVS                                                  svsound.com

TTechnics                                          technics.com

Tellurium Q                                  telluriumq.com

TONE Imports                       toneimports.com

Torus                                           toruspower.com

Totem                                  totemacoustic.com

Ultra Fidelis                             ultrafidelis.com

Underwood HiFi             underwoodaudio.com

Upscale AudioUpscale Audio                        upscaleaudio.com

VAC                                         vac-amplifiers.com

Whammerdyne              whammerdyne.com

Wireworld                          wireworldcable.com

TONE105.208

Gryphon                                             gryphon.dk

HiFI Centre                               hificentre.com

Kiseki                                         kiseki-usa.com

Luxman                            luxmanamerica.com

McIntosh                            mcintoshlabs.com

Manley                                   manleylabs.com

MaMartinLogan                            martinlogan.com

Musical Fidelity                focalnaimamerica.com

Nagra                                        nagraaudio.com

Naim                               focalnaimamerica.com

Octave                                                octave.de

PS Audio                                      psaudio.com

Paradigm                                      paradigm.com

PPass Labs                                       passlabs.com

PrimaLuna                         primaluna-usa.com

ProAc                                             soundorg.com

Pro-Ject                                            pro-jectusa.com

www.gryphon.dk
www.hificentre.com
www.kiseki-usa.com
www.luxmanamerica.com
www.mcintoshlabs.com
www.manley.com
www.martinlogan.com
www.focalnaimamerica.com
www.dynaudio.com/confidence
www.nagraaudio.com
www.focalnaimamerica.com
www.octave.de
www.psaudio.com
www.paradigm.com
www.passlabs.com
www.primaluna-usa.com
www.soundorg.com
www.pro-jectusa.com
www.qobuz.com
www.rel.net
www.soundorg.com
www.sonusfaber.com
www.sumiko.net
www.svsound.com
www.technics.com
www.telluriumq.com
www.toneimports.com
www.toruspower.com
www.totemacoustic.com
www.underwoodaudio.com
www.upscaleaudio.com
www.vac-amplifiers.com
www.wireworldcable.com
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We’ve tried to make it pretty easy for you to ŀnd
us out on Facebook, and have divided up our pages
to be a bit more subject speciŀc.

Here they are with links. Just click on the page that
interests you most. We look forward to hearing from
you when you have a spare moment.

TONE105.211

www.upscaledistribution.com
https://www.facebook.com/TONEPUB2
https://www.facebook.com/AudiophileApartment
https://www.facebook.com/vintagehifilife
https://www.facebook.com/Analogaholic
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In House
The soundtrack of assembling the issue...

Keith Richards and the Xpensive Winos. -
Live at the Hollywood Palladium  December 15, 1988

34 years ago, some of you weren’t even born, and Rolling Stones didn’t
look like California Raisins. Not even Keith Richards, who still had a 
faitly strong voice. TONE staffer Bob Gendron recently called out this 
record as one deserving a remaster/repress treatment. When we talk
KKeith Richards listens. Enjoy one of the best live sets this ensemble has
ever produced.  (and you can get it on vinyl, too)

 

www.luxmanamerica.com
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T his is when enough is enough. I’m all for reel to reel,
even though I don’t partake. As someone who bought a lot
of Columbia House tapes back in the day, I remember these
well.

And if you’ve been reading TONE for any length of time,
you know I’m a Kiss fan.

But $1,500 But $1,500 for a Columbia House tape of this?

I’m not playing.
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www.grandprixaudio.com
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If you love jazz, you know the Impulse story.
But you may not know everything.  In case you
don’t, our are new to the genre, here’s a great
place to start, courtesy of the London Jazz 
Collector site.

Ļis particular match illustrates ŀrst pressings,
but if but if you don’t have these records in any form,
this is a great look at Jazz.

 

                         TONE Playlists are sponsored by - 
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www.pro-jectusa.com


Next issue...DACs and Streamers!

Who knew 15 years ago, we’d see the
dichotomy that music has become, and
saying “digital sucks” just wasn’t  true
anymore.

We’ve rounded up some of our favorites
at a variety of price points.at a variety of price points.

Stay tuned.

And as always, drop on by our Facebook
page and let us know how you are...

Next issue, 106:

TONE105.FIN

www.psaudio.com



