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R|EVOLUTION
SB-2000 PRO

“Seismic bass with serious depth. Effects are clean and
free of distortion with performance that’s tight and
nuanced. Highly recommended.”

-AV Forums

“Ridiculously impressive -- very fast, very tight,
and very deep, with enough output to fill my room.”

-Soundstage (EISA Member)

An Unprecedented

Endorsement from 55

of the World’s Top
Audio Magazines.

For the first time ever, a single brand won two of the
world’s premier audio awards in the same year,
Best Loudspeaker and Best Subwoofer, as voted on by
the Expert Imaging & Sound Association (EISA).
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PRIME
PINNACLE

“Low-end prodigies, accurate and dynamic
sound, excellent imaging depth of field.
I can recommend, unreservedly.”

-Sound & Vision (EISA Member)

“Warm and full-bodied sound,
it will have your system glowing.”

-Hi-Fi News (EISA Member)
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www.svsound.com

INHouse

The soundtrack

of the i1issue. usually end the issue with Frank Zappa,
but when this treasure arrived in the mail, (UMe
said it wouldn’t arrive until after Christmas) it
had to go on the turntable right now.

Much like an episode of Seinfeld, if you haven’t
lived in NYC, you don’t get all the jokes, you need
to see the movie to get the most out of this one.

I’'m guessing you 'already have. If you haven’t,
forget Die Hard. Watch this instead! Ha.

Trust Your Ears

Wilma Cozart Fine, lead producer of the
Mercury Living Presence catalog during
the 1950s and 1960s, conducted her
professional career in the recording in-
dustry according to this simple philos-
ophy: “Trust your ears.” Wilma's ability
to remember the sound she heard at a
recording venue was legendary. She be-

came remarkably proficient at judging
a recording's verisimilitude to the live
musicians. Her first goal was always to
preserve the sound of a performance’s
“Living Presence”—capturing the event
as she heard it in the concert hall.

She worked closely with her husband, re-
cording industry pioneer C. Robert (Bob)
Fine. He provided his music-driven engi-
neering expertise and offered a constant
stream of innovations in equipment and
techniques. Together, they set out to tape
a series of classical recordings that were
as closely faithful to the original sound
as the technology allowed. Wilma pro-
duced over 200 classical records, many
of which are still considered references

for lifelike music reproduction.

When it came time to remaster the Mercury Living Presence catalog for CD, she brought the same exacting standards to
this new media as she demanded when producing the analog originals. As Wilma considered the equipment she'd use to
convert the analog master tapes to digital, she eschewed products used by most engineers and producers of the time
and searched for a better solution. After evaluating several alternatives, she ultimately chose the then-new dCS 900 for
its high resolution, musicality, flexibility, and unique ability to produce 24-bit files—technology dCS pioneered.

Now, as part of the 70th Anniversary of the Mercury Living Presence label's inception, Decca Records has released the
entire digital catalog to the major streaming services, allowing more music lovers than ever to access and enjoy Wilma
Cozart Fine's legacy of vibrant, timeless classical music, lovingly recorded.

Celebrating the 70th Anniversary of the first Mercury Living Presence Recording.
Entire Digital Catalog on all major streaming platforms soon.

Visit dCSaudio.com for more information and details on upcoming events.

info@dCSltd.co.uk | @dCSonlythemusic | www.dCSlaudio.com Watch the Movie
Data Conversion Systems, Ltd 4 ‘!:UPE
I

Unit 1, Buckingway Business Park, Anderson Road, Swavesey, Cambridge, CB24 4AE, UK .El't'i" deS

Imported by Data Conversion Systems Americas, Inc. (617) 314-9296 ONLY THE MUSIC
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When John Atkinson came to measure, I insisted he listen...
He let out an involuntary “Wow!” The presence of the images
and the absence of reproductive artifacts were remarkable.
It’s what this hobby/pursuit is all'about.

Michael Fremer, Stereophile, May 2020

When Mﬁsic Matters

Valve Amplification Company

©2020 Valve Amplification Company, Inc.

www.vac-amps.com

VAC power amplifiers are protected by US Patent 8,749,310. International patents pending.
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V “..nothing short of stunning...”
Harbeth XD “-retirashonofanmio

the absolute sound

603-880-4434
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This issue, the Cartridge
Dude is re-united with an
old friend, and it's awesome.
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“MAGICAL EXPERIENCE “

“It's simply magnificent. It is revealing without being trying, lush but not
bloomy, and above all capable of captivating musical sound.”

Review: Andrew Everard
Lab: Paul Miller

AQUO

aquahifi.com OCOUSﬂC QUO“TY

rint issue, we’ve been
Saving the trees since 2005. S
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Old School...

We’ve been having so much fun, interacting
with our readers and vintage gear, which has
led to some amazing finds.

A Totally
‘eXperience

Big thanks to friend and contributor Todd g
Sageser for the lead on this one. Fire V2

This Dynaco Stereo 400 amplifier, came from
a church in Wisconsin, still working strong {\ P 5
after 40-plus years.

TORRENT ¥

TECHNOLOGY totemacoustic.com

TONE110.008
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Integrity HiFi

Graham Nordost Tru-Sweep Anti-Static VPI Clearaudio

Phantom Elite & Blue Heaven Dust Cleaner/Sweeper HW-40 40th Jubilee Panzerholz

Phantom Il Tonearms Power Cord Record Cleaner Anniversary Turntable MM Cartridge

6,999.99 - $12,99.99 219.99 : g : .
$6, $12, $ $259.99 $14,999.99 PRI No one new this issue.
Just the same crew, you've been hanging with.
7 § - -
35 s We hope you had a great holiday season, and wish you all a prosperous,
: healthy and drama-free (as possible) 2022!
Pl Thanks for reading.

Audioquest IsoAcoustics Sieveking Sound Audioquest Sumiko

Tornado High-Current ISO-PUCK Mini Omega DragonFly Cobalt USB Blue Point Special

AC Power Cord (6ft.) Equipment Isolators Headphone Stands DAC + Preamp + HP Amp Evo Il MC Cartridge

$1,299.95 $99.99 (Set of 8) $179.99 $299.95 $548.99

Nitty Gritty VPI Epos Acoustics ) ) ) Audio Technica
Record Cleaner HW-16.5 K5 Bookshelf Final Audio Design  AT-ART7 Dual
Model 2.0 (Solid Oak) Record Cleaner Speakers (Black) E5000 Earphones Moving Goil Gartridge
$544.99 $699.99 (Packages $494.99 (Pair) $278.99 $1089.99

Available)

°
———
made ff in usa GRAHAM ENGINEERING. INC

Al v s I
+ Friendly and Helpful Customer Service \ 5
« Expert Packaging and Quick Delivery A N@RDOST
+ Great Selection of High End Equipment MIERENG SoieRMHECHICH
+ Over 10k Unique Records In-Stock ;

KirmussAudio
KA-RC-1 Ultrasonic

Restoration System NITTY GRITTY.. l l

$875.00

Fax: 765-608-5341 Info: 765-608-5340 4020 Frontage Rd. Anderson, IN 46013 sales@elusivedisc.com M-F: 9-6 Sat: 11-3 EST
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Sound quality by design

mise-en-scene <<(( IS D G O U STI G S

Cover Shot:

I his issue’s cover

features the new RS150B
Reference Streamer from
Hifi Rose.

Our Product of the Year-
Overall for 2021.

Image captured with a

Nikon D800, 28mm 2.8

Nikkor Al-S lens @f8,

1/250th sec. ISO 3200. ;

The Classic Nelson
Bench by Herman

_— / - l\..\‘
Miller. \ (((( ISOACOUSTICS |

— Apertasus

With a sculpted aluminum frame and patented IsoAcoustics integrated isolators, the Aperta Sub intfroduces a new standard in acoustic
isolation for subwoofers. The Aperta Sub decouples the subwoofers from the supporting surface to prevent the physical transfer of
energy that excites the supporting surface, causes room rattle and disturbs your neighbors.

More bass, less rattle

- S~ $149.99

! ~

»

Carpet Discs
included

isoacoustics.com | focalnaimamerica.com | Distribution by Focal Naim America | For more information : 1 800.663.9352 / info@focal-naim.com

f @



www.isoacoustics.com
www.focalnaimamerica.com
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Paradigm

PREMIER SERIES

Publishers Letter

ssue 100 was a milestone for a lot of reasons, but oddly enough it felt like my

L 50th birthday. Before | was 50 years old, | used to think, “I'm might live to be 100,
ea r ls and if so, my life still isn't half over.” But once the big 5-0 hit, I'd think to myself,

“I'm not going to live to be 101, so it's probably downhill from here.”

The new Premier” Series from Paradigm delivers a surprise: My running joke with people when I'm getting coffee, buying car parts, or doing

true high performance audio, delivered by patented technology, anything reyolving custorper service and theg‘/‘ s‘ay, “Is there anything e.Is.e [ can
e do for you?” | always say “Make me 50 again.” I'm not greedy. As the digital ink

dries onissue 110, | feel the same way. I'm not going to be here for issue 200.
With six models, in three elegant finishes, Premier encourages

you to step up to the realm of realism and depth. These O 7 But it would be fun if someone did keep it going. Weird.

loudspeakers are beautifully designed, intricately engineered, : '

and Crafted in Canada to fill your life with sound. Experience Moving right along with our usual columns, it's awards time again. Wow, the year always
Premier today. ' goes by fast, and for some reason, the pace of 2021 has felt hyper accelerated. Even more
than normal. No travel, no trade shows, yet we've been busier than ever. So it's time to make
the agonizing choices of what products flames shine a little bit brighter than the rest. | try
hard to bring you great possibilities, so it's always tough to narrow it down to the ones that
stand out that much further.

When | started TONE back in 2005, | vowed | would not allow a component in our pages
unless | would write a check for it myself. | can happily say that I've stayed true to that mantra.
| hope you enjoy (and approve of) the choices we've made.

Sorry this is a bit of a short note, but it's holiday time, and I'm a little bit of a Grinch. And you
thought all the bright lime green accents were a coincidence! Also, that's why | handed out
a few more awards this year...

As always, stay safe, my friends. Here's to 2022.

Paradigm is backed by Sound Science

Paradigm partners with Canada’s world-renowned NRC, researching the nature of

sound and human hearing. Our findings influence every aspect of our loudspeaker

design, from materials to construction. The result is .

a unique listening experience, a performance based on sound science. para d gm

TONE 011
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Introducing The New

B ig thanks to coffee buddy and TONE reader Kerry Craig
for some of his favorite electronica tracks. A few of these will
give your subwoofer a workout. Pour a cup and get ready. 8

]
tosca Faster. Higher output. Deeper bass. Updated modern styling led to improvements in

Suzuki - stiffness of construction that can be heard and felt from movies to music. Still affordable,
boasting extremely reliable amplifiers, brilliant drivers and our renowned filters. Because in
our pursuit of perfect sound, we focus only on one thing, the perfect subwoofer.

I

no. |

dZihan & Kamien — Arabesq
Tosca — Suzuki

Jens Buchert — Plastic Heart
Blackfish — Sea Traffic

Cantoma — Cosmopole

Espresso Del Lago — Cinquo Dias
Fragile State — Hoop Dreams
Imada—On A Chill Pill
Guardner — The Mesh

Jean F. Cochois — Point Lookout

Nacho Sotomayor— Mirror Room

Nor Elle — Deep Breeze

Praful - Sigh
Thievery Coporation — Treasures R I l : I '

ACOUSTICS LTD Join the Pursuit™ | rel.net
TONE Playlists are sponsored by - qObUZ
TONE 012
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School

respecting HiF1’s past...

ByKen Kessler

Dynaco
Stereo 400 (and 410)

The big solid-state amp you could build.

$100-$1,000 (current market price)

In the early 70s as speakers got increasingly smaller and less efficient,
(not to mention high power output transistors were getting more available)
high powered solid-state amplifiers started enjoying a rise in popularity
that has continued to this day.

There were a few choices back then, the Phase Linear 700, and later the
Phase Linear 400 are a couple that instantly come to mind. David Hafler,
the mind behind Dynaco’s legendary tube components did not design this
one, that task went to another legendary audio designer, Jim Bongiorno.
He would later go on to Great American Sound (Ampzilla) and later on,
Sumo. Near the end of his life in 2013, he would bring Ampzilla back.

The Stereo 400 hit the market in 1972. You could purchase an assembled
version for $599, which just about $4,000 in today’s currency. Those wanting
to save a few bucks, and enjoy the pride of building it themselves could
save a cool $150 by building their own Stereo 400. An additional $100 put
the Stereo 416 in your hifi rack, and this amplifier was essentially similar,
but had double the number of output transistors. The 416 had turbo cool
(for the day) LED output indicators, and the 400 had none, but it could be
upgraded with a “meter kit” for another $79.95.

TONE

013-0ld School




T'he stereo 400 was pretty beefy, at 53 pounds. Stereo Review’s Julian Hirsch bench tested
the Stereo 400, measuring 248 Watts per channel into an 8-ohm load and 352 Watts per
channel into 4-ohms. Nothing like the massive solid-state amps of today, doubling all the
way down to 2-ohm loads, but still very powerful.

With high power came the ability to easily destroy speakers, and when high powered
solid-state amplifiers were driven to clipping back then, tweeters went right out the door.
I even saw a customer in the hifi shop where I was employed, bring a JBL L-100 in with
the woofer cone frozen in the out position. The customer remarked, “I was just playing it.
I don’t know what happened.” When asked what amplifier was used, “One of those dynamo
amps.” Hmmm

As high power was a fairly new concept for the time, one of the primary features of the
Dynaco Stereo 400 was its Dynaguard power limiting system. This depended on the PC-29
Dynaguard board that held the protection circuit and a pair of 15 amp relays. This is probably
the weakest link on what is otherwise a robust amplifier.

When these amplifiers were new, you could buy the Dynaco 410 version, with no output
level controls, meters, or Dynaguard protection for $399. Or, as they said in the advertisements,
“under a dollar a watt!” Woo hoo.

Chances are if you have a non-working Stereo 400, the Dynaguard circuitry is the problem,
and the nearly 50 year old power supply capacitors will need to be replaced as well. If they
haven’t failed yet, they will. A number of vendors on Ebay will sell you an upgrade kit for
under $200, and this will probably get you most of the way there. The relays are tough to
find (but not impossible) and the level controls on the front panel will either need major
cleaning, replacement, or even elimination.

TONE .014

Pass Laboratories
13395 New Airport Rd. Ste G., Auburn, CA 95602
(530) 878-5350 - www.passlabs.com
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Stereo 400s in great working
condition, that usually have had
some degree of service work
fetch upwards of $1,000 these
days, while non-serviced and
non-working ones can go as low
as $150, which is what we paid
for our example. It’s also very
important to stress with this
amplifier, more than some of
the other vintage pieces we’ve
seen, front panels and casework
for the Stereo 400is nearly non-
existant. If you take the plunge,
find the cleanest one you can,
and if you are having it shipped,
be sure the seller knows how
to pack a 53 pound amplifier
(with a very thin faceplate)
without damage. Budget for
at least another $125-$175 in
shipping.

Surprisingly, our version sounds
pretty good. Initial listening is
somewhat noisy, so first step
will be to clean the input level
controls and at least replace
power supply capacitors.

Legendary Dynaco guru Frank
Van Alstine says that they are
no longer rebuilding the Stereo
400 because they are “a night-
mare to take apart, and some
of the necessary parts are no
longer available.”

Considering that Van Alstine’s
Vision SET400 stereo amplifier
is a mega bargain at $1,699, this
amplifier is not a tremendous
value for $1,200. They still sound
like 50 year old amplifiers, and
you’re still staring down an
amplifier full of 50 year old
parts that could take a dump at
any time.

However, we all know that part
of the lure of vintage gear is the
heritage and memories that
come along with it. And if that’s
the case, party on.

SERIAL NUMBER

olynaco
stereo 400

This number must be men-
tioned in all communications
concerning this equipment.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR
ASSEMBLY
OPERATION
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olynaco
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Head-fi

Your final stop
on your quest

for auditory
PERFECTION

129 Franklin St, Cambridge, MA 02139
info@blinkhighend.com (617)225-0700

More at: www.blinkhighend.com

We invite you to audition

TONE .015-0ld School
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Great sound around a G...

By Jeff Dorgay

Dynaudio
Emit 10
Speakers

Making small sound big.

$799/pr.
Dynaudio.com

As a nod to Dyanaudio's Mike Manousselis, I always start Dynaudio speaker
auditions with Joy Division. Cranking "Twenty Four Hours" is no audiophile
track by any stretch of the imagination, but this densely packed and dynamic
recording always gives a good first listen. The smallest of the Emit range barely
tips the scale at $799 a pair yet deliver an incredible sonic punch. These are my
new favorite small-budget monitors, and at this price, you can quickly put
together a fantastic $2,000 HiFi system.

Ironically, Roon takes me to the Clash's "Career Opportunities” next. Maybe
there is a ghost in the machine after all. A long string of punk and punk-ish tunes
follow from Black Flag, Iggy, Patti Smith, and others, convincing me that the
small Emit 10s can really rock.

Easing out of this playlist with DEVO's Q: Are We Not Men? A: We Are DEVO!
produced by Brian Eno has a considerably broader sonic landscape, with a lot
of random, electronic, and twinkly bits in the mix. The small Dynaudios ace this
test with ease, rendering a three-dimensional image filling the 10 x 13 room
in which they reside.

Image on following page, courtesy of Dynaudio.

TONE110

016-1095
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ardas.com

~Clear Beydnd
Interconnect

DYNAUDIO

Emit 10

Designed and engineered in Denmark by
DYNAUDIO A/S, Skanderborg, Denmark.
Made in China.

Impedance 6 Q
150 Watt

TONE .017-1095

Tracking through some vocal-heavy cuts
reveals plenty of midrange appeal as well.
Jordan Zevon's "Studebaker" is particularly
haunting, and you can easily hear Rickie
Lee Jones breathing at the beginning of
"Easy Money" from her debut album. Ok,
audiophile-ish music boxes ticked.

Finishing up with some Robert Plant and
Led Zeppelin with "The Rain Song" and his
latest duet with Alison Krauss on Merle
Haggard's "Going Where the Lonely Go" are
both very engaging.

Dynaudio always builds things with an entire
system in mind, accommodating two and
multi-channel users, so you can use the
Emit 10s as the anchor of a great small room
or desktop system. Thanks to the larger
bookshelf Emit 20, floor-standing Emit 3
and 50 (along with the 25C center channel),
these can combine with one of Dynaudio's
small subwoofers to build a killer theater
system on a reasonable budget too.

Remember, this is the same country that's
famous for Legos.
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Moving the Emit's into my larger 13 x 18
living room, they produce a larger image.
These small cabinets still deliver admirable
bass, but I'd consider a sub here. Not having
one of Dynaudio's small subs on hand, an
SVS Micro 3000 was added to the living

room system with excellent results. Seriously,
the Emits and a small subwoofer are more
than room-filling in a medium-sized room.

Finally, should you need to place these rear-
ported speakers on an actual bookshelf or
close to your walls, the included foam port
plugs help the Emits to deliver a smoother
bottom end.

The Emits are built around a coated, soft-
dome fabric tweeter true to the Dynaudio
heritage. The Emits use Dynaudio's Cerotar
tweeter, and though they are assembled in
China, the speaker is designed at Dynaudio's
Skanderborg, Denmark facility. The same
engineering team that builds every Dynaudio
speaker is instrumental in the Emit's design.
I currently use a pair of Dynaudio's Confidence
20 speakers and having reviewed a number
of their other speakers over the last 15 years,
it’s clear the entire essence is here in spades.

Here's the rub. Like all Dynaudio speakers,
the Emit 10s are very easy to drive, so they
will pair with anything and deliver an
outstanding performance, even with budget
amplification. Trying a few vintage solid-
state receivers, along with a couple of sub-
$500 integrated amplifiers from NAD, proves
these speakers are fantastic anchors to a
reasonably priced system. If we stop the
listening right here, the Emit 10s are off
the chart good.

il switzeRuAnoD

NAGRA CLASSIC AMP

The Audiophile Apartment.

PRODUCT OF THE YEAR
AWARD WINNER

“No one offers a better combination of high performance, classic good I0oks,
and functionality in a compact form factor than Nagra does with their Classic Line.
When you want maximum performance in a minimal footprint, this is the way to go!”

Jeff Dorgay, Tone Audio

SWISS INNOVATION SINCE 1951
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Enj oyable as the Emit 10s are, I wasn't prepared
for how much performance they are capable of.
Swapping out the budget amps for my Cary 805 SET
monoblocks was amazing, and putting these $799
speakers in the context of a $30k system built around
the Confidence 20s, the Emit 10s shine even brighter.
Switching back and forth between the two speakers,
it's easy to hear where all the engineering choices
have been made - and that's a good thing. I can

easily imagine these speakers in a system with a
restored Dynaco Stereo 70 or any other small tube
amplifier at your disposal.

The black, white, or walnut cabinets are straight-
forward and get the job done. As mentioned earlier,
when building a speaker at this price, every dollar
spent affects the outcome. It's clear that Dynaudio
has chosen performance and functionality while
still maintaining the efficient aesthetic that makes
Danish design a benchmark.

In a world flooded with sub-1,000 dollar speakers,
it's easy to get lost with all the choices. And there is
a lot of rubbish. Because Dynaudio is one of the few
speaker manufacturers that designs and builds

virtually everything in-house, they can put so much
more into a budget speaker than someone merely
picking from a parts bin. Having been to the factory,
[ assure you, Dynaudio is just as passionate about
building you a great pair of speakers for $799 as
they are a pair of mega floor standers for six figures.
The Danes have an incredible sense of purpose.

Social media critics complaining about good sound
being out of reach need go no further than Dynaudio's
Emit 10s. These speakers raise the bar for what can
be accomplished at this price.

Even though this issue is going live at the very end
of 2021, we award the Dynaudio Emit 10s our first
Exceptional Value Award of the new year a week
early. They are very deserving.

FLORIDA

UDIO

FEBRUARY 18-20, 2022

863-825-5380 | barta@floridaaudioexpo.com
www.floridaaudioexpo.com

Embassy Suites by Hilton Tampa
555 North Westshore Boulevard

Tampa, Florida 33609

“Great vibe, nice venue and enthusiastic attendees!
And hey- Florida in February isn’t bad either!”

— Angela Cardas Meredith, Cardas Audio

“The show was well organized, attendees were
plentiful and interesting, with many new faces
P we don'’t see at other shows.”

“The clientele are enthusiastic about the
music. You see people of all ages...

it’s a lovely show

S v e VAC - Jeremy Bryan, MBL North America


www.floridaaudioexpo.com

Behold

L ate Night Garage Playlist
-Jeff Dorgay

Somehow, knee deep in grease and frustration
brings the urge to listen to the most non-audiophile
of musical selections. You might even call them
guilty pleasures.

Trying to free rusty bolts is not the time for Diana
Krall, it’s more like time for Skynyrd. Perhaps

you know what I mean...

Accuracy, Sensitivity, Musicality

SMITH HEY JOE
ERLET (VERSION)
PISS
FACTORY
&
,
h‘;. ¢ - SRE 1009

Lynyrd Skynyrd - Saturday Night Special
Styx- Blue Collar Man

Bob Seger - Turn the Page

Bruce Springsteen - One Step Up
Scorpions - Bad Boys Running Wild
Kiss - Two Timer

Thin Lizzy - Romeo and the Lonely Girl
Deep Purple - Highway Star

Patti Smith - Piss Factory

luxmanamerica.com

TONE Playlists are sponsored by -
TONE .020
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By Shanon McKellar

The Six Acoustic
York
Phonostage

Sounds From the Great White North

An exellent analog addition.

Shanon-. -

$400
sixacoustic.com

Much has changed in our world this past year, including the last name of
yours truly, but when it comes to great-sounding music on vinyl and great gear
to enjoy it with, well, that is a comforting constant. During these unprecedented
times, the York phono preamp was released by Six Acoustic, based in Ajax, Ontario,
Canada. This small Canadian audio manufacturer with over 70 combined years
of audio experience in the wheelhouse offers thoughtful engineering geared for
quality time in the listening chair. Six Acoustic developed their first functioning
prototype in 1986, when the owner, Steve Meszienyl, helped start the company
with his father. Proudly sourcing out components and fabrication locally, the
York is an authentic product of great Canadian ingenuity and design. Six Acoustic
originally had industrial audio applications in mind, but with a shift to the
consumer Hi-Fi market, have quietly developed the D class X-1200W amp and
the York to deliver clean quality sound.

In true Canadian style, the York arrives in a simple, unassuming box, not necessarily
making a bold entrance with many bells and whistles. Instead, the York, in a soft
matte silver finish, presents a demure size, at 16.5 cm (6.5 inches) wide, 18.3 cm
(7.2 inches) deep, and 3 cm (1.2 inches) high, and weighing only 600g (1.3 lbs).
It is unobtrusive enough to easily fit into any setup and at first glance, may be
deceiving in its uncomplicated design and size. The front panel is clean and
straightforward, with toggles for power, a knob for adjusting gain, and a small
button for switching between MM and MC. The rear panel has an RCA input
and output, ground lug, and an input for the wall-wart AC power supply.

TONE"10.021-Shanon Says
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Shanon

A pencil-sized tool is supplied for
adjusting the input loading control. DIP
switches on the underside of the unit
allow for an adjustment of 0 pF to 470 pF
capacitance for MM cartridges and 20
to 470 ohms impedance for MC carts.
The RIAA curve is the only built-in EQ
setting.

Fine gain control can be achieved from
the simple knob on the front panel,
making a range of 36 — 52 dB for MM
and 56 — 72 dB for MC available.

Changing from MM to MC requires only
pushing a button. The York offers
excellent sound without the sticker
shock, coming in at 400 dollars. (At this
second, the exchange rate between
Canada and the US is close, but this is
subject to change at any time.)

After a short burn-in of about 12-15 hours, I put the York to work with my reference TT, an
Acoustic Solid Vintage Exclusive, fitted with a Hana ML and a stack of great vinyl featuring
Canadian artists. The York is set with 0 gain at first, loaded to 470 ohms. During the first
few albums, it does not take long to appreciate the York's THD + N of <0.001%, as there is
absolutely no discernable extraneous noise between tracks.

However, when one of my favorites from
The Tragically Hip, Road Apples went on
the platter, this modest phono amp made
this avid listener sit up and take notice.
There is a fun, lively bounce to the
percussion and bass, with full forward
vocals and a clear presentation of the
instruments. Moving onto some jazz
tracks from a Japanese pressing of Oscar
Peterson and Dizzy Gillespie, the delicate
nuances in the horns and piano on
"Caravan" are fulminate and exciting.
There is a life-like quality, with fine details
that complete the crisp warm sound. The
York brought these giants of jazz right
into the room.

Spinning Bruce Cockburn's album, Waiting

For a Miracle, demands headphone
listening.

TONE 022-Shanon Says

Dave Hanson,
EnjoyTheMusic.com

MANL

LABORATORIES.INC.
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absolute

HEADPHONE AMPLIFIER

www.manley.com | +1 909-627-4256

Handcrafted in Chino, California


www.manley.com
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ABSOLUTE PRECISION AND UNMATCHED PERFORMANCE

Going back and forth between a great pair of tried and true Grado SR80s and my reference Focal
Elears, every bit of warmth, separation, and detail comes to life in a big way. The controlled, delicate
guitar is punchy and impactful. Listening to the track "Laughter," the full impact of the York's sound
ticks all the boxes. This phonostage really shines with vocals and subtlety, something not generally
accomplished at this price.

Cranking it up a bit with some vintage prog-rock, Rush's 2112 hits the platter and the York delivers.
Sorry not sorry to my poor neighbours when "Temples of Syrinx" is played at near concert level. The
York presents the hard-hitting drums and bass evenly, with guitar and vocals punching through
smoothly. The well-balanced forward soundstage and crisp presentation makes it tough to take this
classic off the turntable when it's complete.

Shanon

Safe to say, I am thrilled with what the York brings to the table. While this compact phonostage has
nearly all the magic inside, perhaps the next iteration could have some marks around the gain control.
The smooth front panel makes it tough to reset, should you be an analog lover like me with more
than one cartridge at their disposal. This is a very small point of contention, and anyone seeking a

great addition to their analog front end at an approachable price will enjoy what the Six Acoustic
York has to offer.

To prove just how enthusiastic we are about the York, we are awarding it one of our Exceptional
Value Awards for 2021, and the #toneapproved Award as well. (Contributor Richard Colburn has
purchased the review sample and has his review up on our Cartridge Dude site. Please click here if
you would like to read that.

Hand made in Germany by master machinist Julian Lorenzi, the Forte Turbo is AMG's reference-level flagship
turntable. The Forte is machined from a solid aluminum billet and incorporates AMG's celebrated oil-damped
bearing, decoupled spindle, 24v DC brushless motor, upgraded linear power supply, and reflex clamp.

FORTE POWER SUPPLY NN 12JT TURBO TONEARM

OPTIONAL ENGRAVED FINISH

b ~1¥1ab. SN

Sierra Sound represents excellent analog audio products from around the world, such as AMG, Benz SI[”M 50””” — : s ==
Micro, ViV Laboratory, and more. Contact us at sierrasound.net to find a dealer near you. . ——— === == TONE 023
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ByJeff Dorgay

Cartridge

The Ortofon
Concorde Century

Phono Cartridge

This one’s not for DJ’s.

$700
ortofon.com

40 years ago, I worked in a HiFi shop selling Technics turntables by the
truckload to help finance my education. When our shop had their annual “24-hour
Midnight Madness Sale,” those of us with the stamina to stay on the sales floor
for the entire duration made the big bucks. Though I was using Ortofon’s MC20
on my Technics 1200, the original Concorde 30 was a great way to blast a fully
set up 1200 out the door. People have always been set up adverse when it comes
to cartridges, and the Concorde concept is the perfect solution. Yes, we’ve been
breaking those tiny wires for decades. Thanks to the Concorde, that’s not a problem.

Designed by industrial designer Jan Tragardh, the original Concorde created in
1979 was awarded the Danish Industrial Design award that year. Like the airplane
with the same name, the Concorde was way ahead of its time for several reasons.
In addition to being a low-mass design, it eliminated the need for wires and a
headshell. The Concorde was an incredible upgrade for those of us who didn’t
even know what VTA was back then.

Initially, this cartridge was based on the internals from the Super OM series,
utilizing similar coils and stylus assembly from the OM30. It didn’t take long
for the D] community to pick up on this cartridge because the midnight madness
in a club also requires quick turntable setup. Merely plugging in a new Concorde
was a revelation. Responding to this, Ortofon began producing versions of the
Concorde featuring higher output and more robust stylus assemblies. These
cartridges remain in production today and are one of the top MM cartridge
values going.

TONE

024
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SOREASY Chord Electronics Ltd.

s)))und SRILLI

Organisation

The Sound Organisation | 972-234-0182 | support@soundorg.com | soundorg.com | soundorg.ca

TONE

0.025

If you're sitting down for a second, reflect on this. For the 100th anniversary
of the company, Ortofon decided to produce the Ortofon Century cartridge in
2018. 1000 of these were built, and there are still ample stocks of them left.
Priced considerably above the DJ versions, this MM cartridge has a lower 5.5mV
output, whereas the D] versions have 6-8mV. The Concorde MKII Scratch generates
10mV, but that’s another animal entirely.

The Century is an authentic HiFi cartridge with coils made of silver-plated copper
wire, and a nude, fine line diamond stylus. In addition, the Century offers the
highest compliance of any of the OM and Concorde cartridges. This demanded
going straight to the last track of Joni Mitchell’s Don Juan’s Reckless Daughter.
“Jericho” is infamous for inner groove distortion, and we’ve used several big
bucks cartridges that can’t handle this track. If you don’t have a suitable test
record, chances are a clean copy of this record is out there for about five bucks
on Discogs, and it’s a great test for mistracking. Think you have your cartridge
setup, right? This one is the destroyer of smiles.
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Five years in development, the new JC 1+ monoblock amplifier is the
ultimate achievement of Parasound and legendary designer John Curl.

Mono Amplifier PARASOUND

S

JC1+

s
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...If someone whispered in my ear and said,

‘yvou're listening to a six-figure pair of amplifiers,’

Listening to musical selections featuring | would believe them. The JC 1+ monos are that good, that refined, that musical.”
acoustic instruments is fabulous. The Century .
does a fantastic j r tone and timbre Jeff Dorgay, Tone Audio
iano anc “This is a superb-sounding amplifier that will get the best from every loudspeaker
bina with which it is partnered. Well done, Mr. Curl."
John Atkinson, Stereophile

Since 1981 Integrity endures. www.parasound.com
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When stepping up to the Nagra Classic Phono and power supply we have in for review,
the capabilities of the Concorde Century become even clearer, revealing the level of
texture and detail this cartridge delivers. I highly suggest anyone running a Technics as
their second or third table in a cost no object system should consider this cartridge as
their daily driver. You will not be disappointed.

One last word on trackability and the D] heritage of the Concorde. Going through our
crates of 45r.p.m. maxi-singles, known for their dynamics, portrays this cartridge in a
rocking perspective. These records usually have more dynamics than their LP counter-
parts because most of the time, they’ve spread out the track on an entire record side and
cut hot. Spinning Thomas Dolby’s “May the Cube Be With You” had my six REL subwoofers
pumping. However, don’t forget this cartridge uses a standard 20-degree tracking angle,
so don’t get over-enthusiastic and start scratching!

There you have it. Few things are better in th?gﬂd.af audio than discovering reasonably
priced sonic solutions. The Ortofon Concorde is a top choice for any turntable
enthusiast that can use this type of cartridge mountingssstem or those wanting great
sound that are set up adverse. —

2 —

-
Because this one is staying, consider the Ortofon Concorde Classic #toWapproved.

www.ortofon.com -
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Better in every way!

“If hi-fi should be about music
rather than the system delivering it
then these Gershmans are a

great place to start. ..

...natural warmth, musical presence
and easy, unforced dynamics ...

...the bass being deep enough and
clean enough to let you clearly hear
the impact of any positional shifts. . ..

... "“the sound blossoms, growing
away from the speakers to spread
beyond them and fill the end of

the room and pushing out the back
wall.

Voices breathe, instruments fall into
place and the sense of the song and
the sense of performance lock in. ...
..these Gershmans bring living,
breathing performers to your room,
with body, presence and a natural
ability to engage and entertain”. ..

Roy Gregory Hi Fi + Issue 186

Handcrafted in Canada

www.gershmunucoustics.com
Dealer inquiries are welcomed

gershmanacoustics(@yahoo.com


www.ortofon.com
www.gershmanacoustics.com
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BACKERT LABS

Preamp specialists.

We build each Backert Labs preamp by hand in Pennsylvania. Our
goal: musical performances in your listening room that feel like they

are happening right now.

We include luxuries such as the ElIma switch from Switzerland. Fully
balanced input and output via Neutrik XLR connectors. Furutech
power cable inputs. All employed in highly innovative circuits. For
example, most manufacturers' power supplies include significant
capacitance. Our patented power supply uses almost none.
Capacitors have a sound to them, which we seek to minimize.

The results: natural tone. Accurate dynamics. Correct timing.
Music that is more lively, and more intimate.

Hear what they heard, when they recorded it. Feel what they felt.
Like it's happening right now.

VOLUME @ GreenForce™
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Setlist

Clowes Memorial Hall - Indianapolis, IN  Sept. 11,2010 Photo by Jeff Dorgay it ‘ n
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It was a weird way to spend the anniversary of 9/11, but nothing BRI e Sliohiting hearts, igniting passion

like a great concert to brighten your spirits. And TR was in perfect
form, this evening when he performed Todd and Healing back to
back for the first time in maybe forever.

With his current band in place, the peeled through a lot of tunes Distributor in North America:
that loyal T?dd fans had never heard live. The comb%natlon of a matterhornaudio.com

great performance, great acoustics, and with Rundgren - always

a solid helping of theatrics (and costume changes) made for a +1 B817-494-1400

memorable evening.

info@matterhornaudio.com Audio/_\.roup


www.matterhornaudio.com
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In celebration of 40 years in the pursuit
of high-performance in audio,
conrad-johnson is pleased to present

our new limited production ART150

Where the goodies are

(stereo 150 Watts/channel) and

MERCHTable

ART300 (mono 300 Watts) amplifiers,
each a virtual window on the
emotional experience of live music

right in your home.

The Ramones may be long gone from the touring stage, but
their merch lives on.

At the merchbar.com, of course.
$42.95 will get you your own 500-piece puzzle of the Rocket
to Russia album cover. Hmmm. this one might look better

unassembled, in the record rack with all your Ramones albums.

Either way a conversation starter.

conrad-johnson it just sounds right

2800K Dorr Ave - Fairfax, VA 22031 - phone: 703-698-8581, fax: 703-560-5360 - www.conradjohnson.com

TONE .030
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S hanon McKellar was given
the task of sharing some tunes
that are “from Canadian bands,
but somewhat off the beaten
path.”

We think she’s succeeded
brilliantly.

Moxy Fruvous - King of Spain
Goddo - Tough Times

The Gandharvas - First Day of Spring

The Grapes of Wrath - All The Things I Wasn't

Hollerado - Juliette

Rheostatics - Here Comes the Wolves

Down With Webster - Whoa is Me

McKenna Mendelssohn Mainline - She’s Alright
The Strumbellas - Salvation

The Glorious Sons - Heavy

Sloan - Snowsuit Sound

Default - Wasting My Time

TONE Playlists are sponsored by -

LIKE A BESPOKE SUIT,

Rega’s audio equpment is handmade and built entirely
in England by skilled craftsmen and takes time. Supply
shortages are causing delays, but the sound is worthy of
the wait. Your ears will thank you.

esd

The

S)))und

Organisation

Canada and US Distribution for Rega
(972) 234-0182 | 1009 Oakmead Dr, Arlington TX 76011
soundorg.com | soundorg.ca
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his has been an interesting world to say the least.

Fortunately, what we do makes it easy to follow
Angela Cardas’ advice of “just stay home and
listen to music.

Now that TONE enters it’s 17th year, a lot of
great gear has passed through these doors.
In case you don’t know, I take about 99% of
the photos in the magazine, so I have the
unique opportunity to listen to every single
thing before it heads to one of our other
writers.

It’s given me a perspective most reviewers
don’t have.

This is a very enjoyable process, requiring an
open mind at all times. We hand out fewer
awards than any other publication for good
reason; everything we review is worth your

hard earned money. If it’s not great, it doesn’t

even make it in the door.

M aSte rpiece A_W‘a]_‘d - 202 1 I’'m guessing you’re way too busy to waste your

time on mediocrity. I know I am.

IIIXI TONE

This year, we had three pieces that felt a
step beyond the honor of a ”Product of
The Year” award, and it’s a long time
till 2029.

So, we go forward with the Masterpiece
Award. There will only be a couple
every year. This year we have four

things that are beyond class defining
for you.

-Jeff Dorgay, publisher



or many cost no object audiophiles, Boulc
Our publisher still swears the reference system at Bo
he’s ever experienced.

Everyone that has had the experience agrees. Yet for those on a quest to capture a
this experience at an approachable price, Boulder has built something truly amazi
866. For just under $15k with a built-in DAC, this 200 Watt per channel amplifier
anything. Thanks to its high quality touch screen and ROON endpoint capabilitie
assemble a destination system for incredibly reasonable money. Take it a step
the equally impressive 509 phono stage and add analog to the mix.

boulderamps.com

IIIII TONE

Masterpiece Award - 2021


www.boulderamps.com

Howars sWilzins

= he Bower&Wilkins Zeppelin has been on the scene

for 14 years now. There are many imitators, but
nothing posesses the combination of sound, style,
and functionality of the Zeppelin.

We still have the first and third generation
Zeppelins here, and have given a few as
gifts over the years.

This unique product is a fantastic addition
to any household.

www.howerswilkins.com
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Volume

alanced Audio Technology has always produced
world - class vacuum tube components, but the REX 3 preamp
not only eclipses everything they’ve done in the past, it
eclipses most other preamplifers on the market at any price.

Unlike some linestages that rely on transformers to provide
balanced inputs or outputs, the REX 3 is a fully balanced
design from input to output.

The only drawback to all this tubey awesomeness?

A lot of tubes to replace when the big day comes. 18 in all.
Start saving the day you unbox it, but once said tubes warm
up, youw’ll be a slave to it’s power, and will gladly feed it

all the tubes it wants.

Don’t say we didn’t warn you. Prepare to have your
perceptions altered in an incredibly good way.

Main Outputs

Control Module - Balanced Audio Technology
Wilmington- D E

IIXII TONE

Masterpiece Award - 2020

'WARNING:

WARNING:
For Ag
Fire Hazard Replace om‘=
Same Type And Rating Fuse.

300 VA Max
Slo-Blo
Refer to User Manual
For Proper Fllll Rating

Made in USA
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ur Product of the Year Awards
celebrate what we feel is the ultimate
expression of a particular component,
whether it be at a specific price point, g
or technological prowess. ettty
While we have tried very hard to
take more of a “concierge” approach
here at TONE, trying to find what we
feel are the most exciting to put on your
short list, the TPOY products deliver
even more.

Much as we hate to use the B-word, the
gear to follow certainly represents the
“best of the best” of what we’ve had
the privilege to listen to this year.

We’ve completed full reviews on most
of these, but a couple are still in process,
with reviews to follow early in 2021.

Again, we would never expect you to
spend your hard earned income on
something, simply because we think it’s
outstanding, but it is our hope that
should you be looking for something
in one of these categories, that you’d
take the time to investigate, audition,
and compare these to what you were
thinking of.

Our hope is that should any of the products
on the following pages fit your criteria,
that upon thorough investigation, you
would enjoy them as much as we have.

It’s all about finding that special piece
of gear that will take you somewhere
you’'ve never been.

All of these components pass that test.




We rarely make broad, bold statements, but when we do, we
mean it. There’s no better anchor to build a music system Hifi
Rose RS150B.

If you’re assembling a cost no object system, it’s the perfect
streamer. Should you be looking for a high-performance,
minimal box content system, the RS150B features RCA and
balanced XLR outputs, with every digital input you can imagine
on the back panel. And... it offers a single analog input so you
can add a turntable, should the analog mood strike.

DAC and line-level preamp sections are at the top of their class
as well.

Best of all, the user interface is the most intuitive we’ve yet
used, and we’ve been around since Sooloos 1.0 days. The RS150B
is equally ground-breaking because the implementation is
sheer perfection.

There is no faster way to audio excellence.

@ 10:27 PM  ROSE-B2  » High Performance Network Streamer R$150

B ¢ @0 & ®

RoseStore In/Out Setting Clock Video RoseTube

J LA
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tweeter and 8-inch woofer to
perfection.

work well with nearly any amp.

Thinking of the Kims in terms of
a compact, yet high performance
speaker, they are tough to beat.

I 1ST MEIN HERZSCHLAE
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Oh Sherrie

Steve Perry
sStreet Talk (Expanded Edition)

This has been the toughest award we’ev every given, because the
Naim Uniti Atom Headphone Edition excells at every function it
offers. It is a superb headphone amplifier, to be sure, but because
the power amplifier section from the standard Uniti Atom no longer
makes demands on the power supply, it’s performance as a linestage
preamplifier, and digital hub needs to be heard to be believed.

With multiple digital inputs, and ROON endpoint functionality, this
has to be the best compact yet high performance digital hub going.

Icing on the cake is the single analog input, so you can add a turntable
to the mix. Brilliant.



www.naimaudio.com

There’s always been a fairly healthy gap between
good, great, and outstanding turntables. Now that
we live in a world where six-figure turntables are
no longer anomalous, some might ponder what it
costs to have state of the art analog payback.

We submit the Thrax Yatrus as a contender for an
incredibly short list of tables that get down to
business for way less than a house in Scottsdale.

The direct-drive Yatrus has it all, and we respectfully
submit that the synergy with the matching Schroeder
arm is almost too good to belive for this price.

Beyong this award, this table is now a permanent
reference here.

J LA
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We liked Parasound’s JC1+ monoblocks so much, we bought the
review samples. This one is also staying for a staffer. If there is
a better deal going for a line-stage preamplifier, that includes a
DAC, MM/MC phonostage, and a headphone amplifier, we aren’t
aware of it.

The level of performance the Halo P6 delivers would be worth
the sticker price if it were just a preamplifier.

Next time you hear the internet pundits complaining, that you
have to spend five-figures to get great sound, point them in this
direction. It doesn’t get any better.

#toneaudioapproved

preamplifier

Aux
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Nagra craftsmanship is always beautiful to behold, and
the sheer efficiency by which their years of making pro
gear surfaces in ease of operation and functionality.

The current Classic series builds on the past generation
VPS, and the HD series components. The result is incredible.

The ability to configure both inputs as MM or MC, and
adapt to mono cartridges as well as the various EQ curves
allows the Classic Phono to integrate any cartridge you
have in your collection.

And, the Classic PSU adds even more performance, when
you are ready to go further.

PHONO 2.

PHONO 1

SWITZERLANDD
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Many know Rega for their line of turntables, but they have
been a full-line manufacturer for decades.

True to the Rega design ethos, their products all are top of
their class in performance and value. The new Kyte speakers
take advantage of current advances in materials technology,
and offer up great sonic performance.

Whether you choose to go all Rega or not, the Kyte speakers
are a great match for a compact, high-performance music
system.
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We’ve been using various BAT amplifiers, based on the Russian 6C33C triodes
for years now, with major enthusiasm. With nearly all other large-scale tube
amplifiers based on more traditional EL-34s and the KT88/120/150 power
tubes, these amplifiers have always had a unique voice.

The new REX 3 pays visual and sonic homage to BAT designs past, but thanks
to improvements and refinements (as well as a major upgrade in casework)
makes this one of the world’s finest tube amplifiers.

If 80 Watts per chanel, is not enough, a mere flick of the switch makes the
Rex 3 a 160 Watt, triode monoblock.
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We get a lot of readers asking for a final destination, wanting
high performance in a single box. The Luxman 590, and now
the current AXII model is almost always the suggestion we
present. Five TONE staffers, along with numerous friends and
readers have purchased one of these.

It’s massive current, 30Wpc class-A power amplifier can drive
nearly any speakers, and the built-in MM/MC is top notch.

Add 95 years of manufacturing expertise, to execution and
packaging worthy of the finest luxury items, and it adds up to
an amplifier you’ll probably want to spend the rest of your
life with.

It’s that good.

SIGNAL
GROUND

[\
]
1

’

L-590AX

LUXMAN b-52082
INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER

LUXMAN CORPORATION, JAPAN

POWER CONSUMPTION 310W

AC100V 50/60Hz
GOTO.D.S

L4 ; R ] L- 3
CAUTION
RISK OF ELECTRIC SHOCK
DO NOT OPEN

INPUTS
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There’s no mincing words, this is one of the world’s finest headphone
amplifiers. Sound is one thing, and that’s what we love, but the Nautilus
goes way beyond good sound.

The homage paid to hifi’s classic past, both in look and feel is unmistakable.
It doesn’t stop when you remove the bottom cover and look inside.Wanna
know why those McIntosh and Marantz amps from the 60s still work today?
They were carefully hand wired by people that cared.

Justin Weber produly carries on this tradition, building amplifiers that
will probably still be rocking in the next century. It’s also an 8Wpc SET
amplifier for those of you with efficient speakers.

Finally, they are offered in super cool colors. Job done.

J LA
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Totem Acoustics of Canada always excels with speakers
offering equal priority to sound and aesthetics.

For someone requiring more low frequency output, but
not having the ability to go in-wall, the Tribe “Solution”
is appropriately named.

This slim (24 x 13-inch) cabinet is only 4 1/2 inches thick,
and can be placed on is rear face, firing upwards, so you
can put it anywhere.

If your tribe happens to be slightly more nomadic, this
one can go anywhere.

With a pair of 8-inch woofers, and a 500 watt amplifier,
(wireless option available) you can count on great bass.



www.totemacoustic.com

J LA

As we don’t do a lot of cable reviews, and rarely change our reference

in this regard, we still try to keep an open mind. We present the Red
Miracle II from Elpispandora.

The name is perfect. We can’t even begin to tell you why these cables
are so amazing from a scientific perspective. All the cable haters and
measurements geeks will tell you it isn’t possible.

Yet, Ana Mighty Sound’s owner, Francois Saint-Gerand has put together
some of the most musical hifi systems we’ve ever heard. He sent a pair
to investigate, and where most cables make a minor to major difference
in overall tonal balance, these just revealed more fine detail.

Amazing, and suggested highly.



www.anamightysound.com

J A

We’ve tried a number of record cleaning machines over the
last 30+ years. Some have been considerably less than the
Degritter, and others more expensive.

The Degritter has been in use for the better part of this year
and ticks all the boxes. It’s thorough, easy to use, quiet, and
offers multiple cleaning options, from the 4:30 “quick” setting,
to the just over 12 minute “heavy” setting.

In addition to doing a fantastic job cleaning records, it is very
quiet, efficient, and the easist one to use.

And we’ve tried em all.

To the left, an LP
fresh from being
cleaned in the
Degritter. Nice.



www.degritter.com

J LA

While other imprints were falling all over themselves to
re-release tired and often obscure rock and jazz staples,
Mobile Fidelity again shows their commitment to music
of all kinds, by releasing RUN-D.M.C.’s Raising Hell on no
less than a two 45-r.p.m. set, as well as an SACD version.

The 5,000 discs pressed, sold out instantly, proving there
are a lot of us with great music systems wanting more than
standard audiophile faire. Just how much
additional information is present on the
MoFi grooves, more than validates the
effort. Here’s to hoping we see more of

this in the years to come.

If you missed it, and can’t bring yourself to part with 2-5
times the original asking price, the SACD version is very
close in sonics, and still in stock at Music Direct.

True belivers need this disk. Job well done.

ORIGEINRARL MRARSTER RECORDOINGEG

@


www.mofi.com

e seek high value in everything
we review, yet some things go above and
beyond what is expected at any given price.
Such is the nature of the Exceptional Value
Awards.

The component velocity has picked up this
year, despite supply chain issues. As always,
there’s still no shortage of great values
this year.

We hope that at least one or two of these
manage to make it on your radar, and
we thank all of the manufacturers that

have sent things our way for review.

Here’s to 2022!

Standby/ON

EVO 100 Tube Digital A

TONE Exceptional Value Award

Living Sounds Audio
Warp 1 Amplifier

PSU Amp Over
Fault Fault Temp



classic design takes these
compact monitors to a
place that will make you
smile.

$B1000
PB1000

$599 and $799

svsound.com

Read the full story here.

i.thehereticspeaker.com

»
%Hef ers (i§
SOUND SYSTEM
Distributed by

THE HERETIC LOUDSPEAKERS COMPANY
9320 Saint-Laurent Street, Montreal CANADA

~ control and massive
power amplifiers, SVS
. offers the easiest way
. | tobig bass going.

SOUNp SYSTray

N A A Vg


www.svsound.com
www.thehereticspeaker.com
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TONE Exceptional Value Award

“Replacing the excellent low end of the (main speakers) with the
tautly controlled f110v2 more completely disambiguated the sound
of the guitar’s lowest strings from that of the wood,
without diminishing the warmth and weight of either.”

- Kal Rubinson, Stereophile
“Every Impact was realistic,
with a visceral quality that I felt in my chest.”

- David Vaughn, Sound & Vision
“The JL f110v2 is a mighty-mite of a sub,
conceding little to its larger brothers.”

- Kal Rubinson, Stereophile

“But do they ROCK?
The answer to that question is YES!”

- Jeff Dorgay, TONEAudio

Pass Labs “entry” stereo amp
from their .8 series is very
impressive. First, a single
person can lift it!

Yet a quick listen lets you
know who designed this one,
it’s Pass through and through.

If you don’t need massive po
but still want “that sound,” th
X150.8 is a killer value.

JL AUDIO.

2020 JL AUDIO, Inc. For more information on our comple
Authorized JL Audio Dealers do no!

How we play.

visit your local authorized dealer or www jlaudio.com.

ctured with grilles removed

TONE110.053



www.jlaudio.com
www.passlabs.com
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866 Integrated
o @ —~ —

\ | PerfectPlaces

fidelisdistribution.com

200 Watts Per Channel “This integrated amplifier
DAC/streamer is a triumph

. of audio design and

Roon Endpoint engineering.”
-Greg Petan
3 Analog Inputs e (Positive Feedback)
CASH
Digital ][nputs md “ﬂl!i“:ﬂllﬂ'll!

“When it comes to sound
Sltreammﬁng Capabi]lﬁlties quality, the main reason we
are all into this wonderful
hobby, the 866 Integrated is

App Control fantastic.”
3 -The Computer Audiophile
) D oo €O
Designed & Built In /’é’ﬁ” Yo
U.S.A.
“This is an amplifier you
Renowned and Awarded i will keep... and enjoy!...
Throughout the World SOUND for the rest of your life.”
R Tl -What Hi-Fi

Boulder Amplifiers, Inc S.Taylor Avenue Louisville, CO 80027 (303) 449-8220,x110 www.boulderamp.com
£l BoulderAmplifiersInc @ @boulderamplifiers ¥ @BoulderAmps

TONE110.054



www.fidelisdistribution.com
www.boulderamp.com

T WILL MAKE YOUR
STREAMS COME TRUE.

The Ansuz PowerSwitch is equipped with a wealth of independent technical solutions
and shows how much sound gain is still possible by focusing on the disturbance-free
distribution of data. Even if the separate power supply for the active Ethernet cables
is an innovative and exceptional approach, it is clear to me that the D-TC Supreme is
the best-sounding switch that | have ever integrated into my network. So, the

Ansuz PowerSwitch not only performs high in terms of price but also in terms of
outstanding sound! HIFI STATEMENT Netmagazine, April 2020

For a demonstration, visit our state of the art showroom or order online at hificentre.com

[ ] [ |
h Ifl Cent re 433 Carrall Street | Vancouver | 604 688 5502

TONE Exceptional Value Award

Warp 1

$1 ,1 99 underwoodhifi.com

There was a time that Class-D was
a dirty word. Not any more.

This is a compact, 150 watt per
channel power amplifier that will
fit in the smallest of racks.

Incredibly neutral in presentation,
and the Warp 1 can even drive a
pair of Magnepans with ease.



www.hificentre.com
www.underwoodhifi.com

Naim
Mu-so 2

$1,690 - $5,190

naimaudio.com

Naim’s Mu-so has been killing
it since it’s introduction in Munich
years ago.

Performance and functionality
are at the top of the class, and
the human factor is off the
charts.

Turn it on and see!

TONE Exceptional Value Award

ERXFCRESIN(THENNECHE

N@RDOST

=

A \ W ik i S TRV
>
www.nordost.com N@/RDOST Made in USA &=



www.naimaudio.com
www.nordost.com
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aluminum body cap for the 103
series cartridges decreed this
. accessory the winner of our JFB
. (just £***ing buy it) award.

f
LEGENDARY PERFORMANCE® o sidering getting one, there is

FOR EVERY ARGUMENT, THERE'S A SOLUTION.

The MA352 Integrated Amplifier is a hybrid design that combines the finest of vacuum 4 . - o;C,V
tube and solid state audio design principles. N
The result is an eye-catching amplifier that enjoys the best of these two opposing audio e
philosophies all while reproducing music at the highest quality level.

www.mcintoshlabs.com g TONE110.057


www.mcintoshlabs.com
www.denonaluminumbody.com

TONE Exceptional Value Award

$899.99

danclarkaudio.cem

This is a very exciting set of phones
delivering great sound, light weight
and a black/carbon fiber aesthetic.

Thanks to new, perforated ear pads,
the AEON 2 Noire (shown here) paints
a massive sonic picture.

SCULPTURE A

LE PHONO SE

Working strictly as a class A single
ended device with no feedback,
our phonostage uses only solid
state components (no op-amps)
with the shortest signal path
circuit possible.

Tailor built for your cartridge
with carefully selected and
matched high end components,
it works with any MC cartridge
from 0.1mV (74dB of gain)

up to 2.5mV.

Le Phono SE, a solid-state
design without the usual issues
of tube electronics.

info@

anamightysound.com

®

A.4 Silver

—
—
-

i

made by Ana Mighty Sound

A.5 & A.4 SCULPTURE A
PHONO CARTRIDGES

Already awarded by French press
with a « Remarquable » award,
the A.3 and A.4 phono cartridges
display a minimum tracking of
90 micron @ 300Hz lateral that
will allow you to get the full
definition of your records. For
this we have developed a
specific damper and use only
boron cantilevers with dedicated
geometry diamond tips.

With outputs from 0.1mV to
0.3mV with either silver or
copper coils and impedances
between 3 to 40 ohms.

A3 A.4 Copper

It is the perfect companion
of our Le Phono Single Ended
phonostage and others.

With a compliance of 12 @100hz
and three bodies, mixing
impregnated wood with pure
brass, copper, silver or gold, we
are able to fine tune the

weight and fine tune the sound
of your cartridge to match
perfectly the mechanics of your
tonearm.

The A.3 is a fixed characteristic
design,the A.4 is a tailor made
cartridge up to your requests.

Our insights on cartridge “repairs”
What if each cartridge was
restored as unique artefact ?

We do not believe that glueing

a cantilever and diamond tip

is enough. Aging has an effect on
your cartridge as well as usage
wear, dust, hygrometry and UV.

Cartridge service : your cartridge
does not sound as good as you
remember ? The damper might
have been tampered with, the
azimuth of your diamond tip is
starting to be off or maybe the
piano wire is getting loose ?

; MIGHTY SOUND @f

We can check it out and get back
the original parameters

without altering the parts of
your cartridge.

Fine-repair : we are able to
completely rebuild Neumann DST
(or Lumiere), Clément cartridges
and most MC cartridges available.
Open coils ? Stiff damper ? Broken
cantilever ? We know how to deal
with these issues and will do our
best to get your cartridge as close
to its original status, even though
we can certainly alter your
cartridge up to your requests.


www.danclarkaudio.com
www.anamightysound.com
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JMW Fatboy
Tonearm
Armwand

$3,999.99

AudioQuest
Monsoon AC
Power Cable

$449.95

Spin Clean
Washer Mkl
Record Cleaner

$79.99

Ld
made J in usa

Visit Us Online at e

Nordost
Blue Heaven
Power Cord

$219.99

Quest For Sound
Isol-Pad Isolation
Feet (1 Each)

$6.25

MW-1 Cyclone Super
Record Cleaner

$1,599.99 (Packages
Available)

GRAHAM ENGINEERING, INC

4 iﬂ -
P
Integrity HiFi
Tru-Sweep

Anti-Static Dust
Cleaner/Sweeper

$259.99

Sieveking Sound
Omega Headphone
Stand

$179.99

Edifier
S2000MKIII Powered
Bluetooth Speaker

$399.99

audioquest

Clearaudio
Concept Active
Silver Turntable
Combo

$3,199.99

AudioQuest
DragonFly Cobalt
USB DAC + Preamp
+ HP Amp

$299.95

FA

Final Audio Design
E5000 Earphones

$278.99

\ORDOST

MAKING THE CONNEC

ML Microline MC
Cartridge 0.4mV

$1,199.99

Sumiko

Blue Point
Special EVO 1lI
MC Cartridge

$548.99

Clearaudio
Performer V2
Ebony Wood MM
Cartridge 3.3mV

$278.99

TONE Exceptional Value Award

Audio GE
Teddy

$1 ,999 pr. underwoodhifi.com

These are a fantastic pair of
floorstanders, with an entry -
level price but sonics that you
might expect from a much
more expensive pair of speakers.

Incredihly easy to drive, and

WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT FROM US:
+ Friendly and Helpful Customer Service

* Expert Packaging and Quick Delivery

+ Great Selection of High End Equipment

» Over 10k Unique Records In-Stock

eq asy to set up, the

NRDOST & Te! dy’ lay well with anything.

MAKING THE CONNECTION
The perfect anchor to a system

you can upgrade for along tlme

KirmussAudio
KA-RC-1 Ultrasonic

Restoration System 7 NITTY GRITTY..

$899.00

Fax: 765-608-5341 Info: 765-608-5340 4020 Frontage Rd. Anderson, IN 46013 sales@elusivedisc.com M-F: 9-6 Sat: 11-3 EST TONE110 059


www.underwoodhifi.com
www.elusivedisc.com

PrimalLuna
EV0100 DAC

$3,395
primaluna-usa.com
primaluna.nl

This single-purpose
DAC offers a level of
musicality that will
pull you in right

now.

If you're a vinylista
that turns your back
on digital, or just
thinking about

an upgrade, this

one is at the top

of our list.

And, it’s
#toneaudioapproved
too!

INTRODUCING

212/5X

Upgraded alloy drivers, a new passive radiator and our
PerfectFilter " delivers crushing low bass with greater speed
& air, taking 212/SX well beyond illustrious predecessor

1000 WATT NEXTGENS
CLASS D AMPLIFIER ”
/ > -
DUAL ACTIVE 12" DRIVERS ¥
y
[
/’_ G N
y
T DOWN FIRING & 1T REAR f,’
FIRING PASSIVE RADIATOR ;f
N\ ‘ /

ACOUSTICS LTD


www.primaluna-usa.com
www.primaluna.nl
www.rel.net

Gershman Acoustics Ex

Studio Two

$3 ,995 0] gershmanacoustics.com

S
N
~

TONE Exceptional Value Award

or fondness
for the natural, lifelike sound of
Gershman speakers.

This compact, two-way stand mounted
monitor features a soft dome tweeter
l and 8-inch woofer. The blend between

‘th-e wing ‘ ek

their size suggests.

lot more drive than

Very highly suggested.

concierge@ta-hifi.com

TONE110 061


www.ta-hifi.com
www.gershmanacoustics.com
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$3,800, $6,500, & $10,500 = Al ,, _ . - =4 o o A »
audiaflight.it
This is the first time we’ve ever
given this award to three components, piec.
but each one of these Audia Flight amps 2 HHMALOG 1

have such an incredible level of finish, : -89.0dB V0L
performance and functionality, we can’t -
ignore them as a group.

To that end, each amplifier presesnts an
equal increase in performance, so there
is no “diminishing returns.” All will make
fantastic system anchors in systems of
increasingly higher quality.



he Publisher’s Choice Awards
are few, and self-indulgent
on my part.

Product of the Year, and Exceptional
Value awards, I hope are fairly self-
explanatory, but the handful of
products presented on the next
few pages are special, in a way
that I feel doesn’t need to conform
to a specific price or performance
target.

This issue, we had a few more
main awards, yet still a few
“teacher’s pets” here.

Enjoy.

B12

Audiophile Adjustable Tube Phono Stage




TONE Publisher’s Choice Award

The Lab 12 melto2 phono is the perfect Discover yours

solution for the analog lover with multiple ‘ :
turntables and/or tonearms. ' totemacoustic.com

Three inputs makes it a breeze to have a
different setup at your disposal. Perhaps one
table for mono, one for 78s and an all-rounder.

Best of all, you can optimize the settings from
your listening chair with the supplied remote.

. Qualcomm’
We know of a number of big-bucks phono * Bluetooth' Ea aptX'HD
preamplifiers that don’t do this. Bonus!

stribution.com Meet the wicked sounding Totem KIN Play all-in-one music system. Stream tunes from your phone,

kick it old school with a turntable, connect your gaming console and a whole lot more!


www.totemacoustic.com
www.fidelisdistribution.com

MARTIN LOGAN

f)/ ) )
O ((’y(///f . With a side of Muscle.

MartinLogan's latest generation of Dynamo™ subwoofers. Five models engineered to deliver an intensely tactile bass
experience. They feature new t logy, bold construction, and the power to reveal the Truth in Sound: fast response,
accurate detail and realistic impact. New smartphone App control, and ARC Room Correction, give you the ultimate
control, and optimal bass in any listening space. For music or cinema, Dynamo brings the performance home. Visit

martinlogan.com for more information, and to find an authorized dealer near you.

* NEW! App control via smartphone

* Anthem Room Correction (ARC®)
for PC, iOS and Android

* Flexible front-firing or
down-firing design

* Optional wireless system

s Choice Award

TONE Publisl

Pho

$1,595

soundorg.com

The Chord Huei is nothing short of a
compact miracle.

MM and MC performance are equally
stunning. The Huei is dynamic, open,
and super quiet.

With RCA and balanced outputs, Huei
easily integrates into any system.


www.martinlogan.com
www.soundorg.com

TONE Publisher's Choice Award

You may not know it, but the T+A Caruso
has been around since about 2008, quietly
starting its own revolution.

We love the current Caruso R version so
much because it offers a CD player and
FM/DAB tuner in addition to its streaming
capabilities.

Add a 50-watt power amp all on one chassis
and this is a big winner. T+A makes a pair
of companion speakers that are fab too.

Musicality. Engincered

The dCS RingDAC™

From the beginning, dCS traveled a fundamentally different path. With the introduction of the 900 analog-to-digital
converter in 1989, our engineers pioneered the world’s first 24-bit audio processor. The new design embodied two
years of intense research into an all-new approach to digital signal conversion. Critical to that design was a dis-

crete circuit the young company called the RingDACW.

The RingDAC™ design began with an acknowledgment that all-digital audio hardware fell short of conveying the
emotional essence of music. While identifying the deficiencies of the established standards, it became obvious the
solution required a design that disassociated the noise and distortion all hardware inevitably overlays on the music
signal. The RingDAC is central to our never-ending quest to unlock the limitless potential of recorded music, free

from the constraints of physical hardware’s finite accuracy and longevity.

For the past 30 years, dCS engineers have continued to find fresh and unique approaches to set and redefine indus-
try standards. Still, with every advancement, the process remains the same: an agnostic inquiry into the technolo-

gies that yield quantifiable and observable results, all in the service of the music you love.

www.dcsaudio.com | info@dcsltd.co.uk | @dCSonlythemusic

Manufactured in the UK by Data Conversion Systems Ltd
Unit 1, Buckingway Business Park, Anderson Road, Swavesey, Cambridge, CB24 YAE

Imported by Data Conversion Systems Americas Inc. T (617) 314 9296
ONLY THE MUSIC


www.ta-hifi.de
www.dcsaudio.com

$1 1 ,995 luxmanamerica.com

! TONE Publisher’s Choice Award ‘

If you are a fan of Luxman’s solid-state,
class-A integrated amplifiers, the limited
edition (200 units total) is the ultimate
realization of this platform.

Gone are the meters you’re used to. The

595 pays homage to Luxman class-A amps

past, with individual buttons for all S
functions.

When they are gone, you’ll be paying the
scalpers. S ==

PENAUDIO

auditional wellbeing™

www.penaudio.fi & www.audiomania.fi



www.penaudio.fi
www.audiomania.fi
www.luxmanamerica.com

TONE Publisher’s Choice Award

These snuck in at the very end of the year...

Though it was no one’s fault with supply
issues being what they’ve been. Fortunately,
We used the earlier 40.1s as reference
speakers for a few years, and we are huge
fans of the Harbeth brand.

Good as all the small Harbeths are, the
Monitor 40.3XD is Alan Shaw’s masterpiece.

Just think of your favorite Harbeth monitor
with another octave of bass extension, and
massive dynamic drive.

You're getting close, but you need to hear
them to get it.

$9k for a 151b preamp?!

If you want to pay $9,000 for a 15 Ib preamp with
mediocre parts, that’s your business.

If you want to pay $4,699 for a 53 Ib preamp crafted
with the finest exotic parts, that’s our business.

Learn the truth on the PrimalLuna @& YouTube channel.

PrimalLuna EVO 400 Preamplifier

Dual-mono design utilizing two toroidal ——
transformers and two 5AR4 rectifier Ef?

tubes to drop noise and
maximize imaging and texture

Point-to-point wiring with Swiss-made
silver-plated OFC wire improves sound
beyond what's possible with PCBs

Takman resistors from Japan renowned ——
for their low noise, linearity, and musicality

AC Offset Killer lowers transformer noise
to create a sense of space and air ——

Exotic Swiss-made tin-foil capacitors .
for the best sound without regard to cost

Transformer-coupled XLR plus
RCA connections for ultimate flexibility

The Absolute Sound 20
Product of the ﬁ%
Year 2020 ?



www.fidelisdistribution.com
www.primaluna-usa.com
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These potent two-ways dig deep. ) AVID ! ﬁ LIVE

: = | C B | GEAROF THE YEAR
If you’ve ever had the chance to hear e HIHLY COMMENDED
a pair of Totems, you know how well EEELEN] 0 D a0 ) 2018
they do on the musical fundamentals. ~ - S T———
The Element Fire v.2s are one of the rY Yy =0 NWUNLE
easiest speakers to drive we’ve ever
auditioned. Much of this comes from T

ilite

eliminating the crossover components
to the 7-inch woofer.

Paul Rigby

The result is fast, bold, and clear.

No matter what amplifier you love,
the Element Fire v.2 will help it to
deliver a stunning performance.

If that’s not enough, these speakers
are very room friendly and a snap
to set up.

AVIDHIFI

MADE IN THE UK |
WWW.AVIDHIFI.COM



www.totemacoustic.com
www.avidhifi.com

Take time
to experience

-

, Acora
Acoustics
SRB

$15,000/pr

(all granite stands $5,000 add|.) acoraacoustics.com

speaker enclosures must (@@ completely inert,
so every last bit of sound Tfom the drivers is
not clouded in any way from cabinet resonance,
there’s nothing more inert than granite.

If you subscribe to the sc‘layl of thought that

Acora’s visual and audible execution succeeds
perfectly. The SRBs are fast, open and paint
an enormous sonic landsccape in front of you.
d more bass? There are two bigger models.

However in a small-ish room, these are

Keep your sound pristine with the Degritter ultrasonic FIND YOUR NEAREST DEALER:
record cleaning machine. Fully automatic for a convenient :
wdashing experience. deg ritter.com


www.degritter.com
www.acoraacoustics.com

t’s easy to get exited about new gear.
A lack of enthusiasm would be scary, don’t
you think?

Yet, when the initial pixie dust dims, the ultimate
question is would you live with the component
that you just finished waxing poetic about?

Granted some complain that audio reviewers
are often granted the same industry discounts
that the other people in the audio world are
allowed. However, the physical act of writing
the check is more often than not the great
equalizer. Rarely does the discount act as a
vehicle to save money. Access to a better
price just means you buy the next model up.

If you walked into a record store and were
informed that everything was discounted,
would you buy fewer records? I know I
wouldn’t.

To this end, we’ve created the #toneaudioapproved
award and hashtag out on social media - maybe
you’'ve seen it.

That means we’ve put our credit card on the
table. It’s one thing to exhaust your adjective
gland in the hope of being quoted somewhere.

It’s quite another to have some skin in the
game. Here’s the ones we bought this year.

PS: The additional benefit of actually purchasing
a component, gives us the opportunity to write
a follow up review in a year or so - adding
additional insight.

. audio research

+ SUBWOOFER 1
sV3

A PARAMETRICEQ

Audio
Approved




TONE
Audio
Approved

top (well, 2nd from
id) table smokes a
more expensive
others.

dibly easy to set

ve wrote the check.

CLEAN POWER.
REDEFINED.

CLARUS | cConcerfo

—

CLARUS CONCERTO

A radical new application specific filtered AC energy delivery system incorporates three
separate and unique AC filter designs for Analog components, Digital components and
High Current Amplifiers. Introducing Propriety C-Core Technology - No other core
performs as well to keep your AC signal silent and clean.

CLARUS DUET

Designed for Monobloc
amplifiers and subwoofers

CLARUS|DUET

T

Sriverfeedback

www.claruscable.com - info@claruscable.com


www.rega.co.uk
www.claruscable.com

WWHARFEDALE
TONE

: ' Audio /. o
The reviews are in, Approved Penaudio

$2,995/pr. penaudio.fi

In Finnish, Lumi means “snow.”

These speakers pay homage to
Finland’s quiet winter season.

These compact monitors are
clear and clean sounding. One
of ourfavorites.

ELYSIAN HERITAGE

TONE110.071


www.wharfedaleusa.com
www.penaudio.fi
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“Tellurium Q's Ultra Black ll's can be see as one of “The differences were stunning.....What | can
the best loudspeaker cables on the market at state is that the Ultra Black 11 cables are currently
C ; . their price” the best | have heard in my system.”
ool as big subwoofers are, this compact
cube from SVS packs a lot of horsepower. - Jon Myles, Hifi World - lan Ringstead, Hifipig.com
Dual, opposing fg'_mChdI_'iverS-’ coupled to _an “Tellurium Q Ultra Black Il is a remarkably coherent “I have yet to hear a speaker cable which
800-Watt amplifier (with DSP control) is and "“well-timed” cable” delivers timing like this one.”
the perfect solution when you need big bass, . _
but lack the space. This one is a major fave. - Jason Kennedy, HiFi + - Chris Kelly, The Ear
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Winner of the Queens Award for Enterprise



www.svsound.com
www.telluriumq.com
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HIGH END

THE WIZARD OF S OUND

Focal
Stellia

$2,999 focal.com

As we are trying to include an
increasing number of personal
audio reviews in our pages,
our personal collection of
phones is als increasing.

Built to the same high
level of quality that the
6-figure Grande Utopia EM
enjoys, the Stellia phones
are our publishers go-to
reference.

®© © @ ®@ © @

V‘N

»Thrax Enyo

North American Importer & Distributor

www.highendbyoz.com “The Wizard Of Sound”
Greenmount Drive, Woodbridge VA 22193 USA, (424) 344-0011

Product of the Year North American Dealers

Audio Limits Stellar Home Audio Audio Den United Home Audio

3132 Acacia Ct, Laughlin, 1 Nicolette Ct, Commack 105 Desperado Rd, Bailey, Co. Stafford, VA
NV 89029 USA, [(702) 299-0567 NY 11725 USA, (631) 542-2728 USA[(303) 478-8221 USA, (540) 295-8313
www.audiolimits.com www.stellarhomeaudio.com www.audioden.net www.unitedhomeproducts.com


www.highendbyoz.com
www.audiolimits.com
www.stellarhomeaudio.com
www.audioden.net
www.unitedhomeproducts.com
www.focal.com

N - Some of us never quit....

7 To N E Now available on 7 i reels!
ce 20 Audio "
Approved

1,999

dynaudio.com

Reel to reel isn’t the only revolution.

L ast year they were our p
of the year. The review sam
been serving us well in syste
with a six pack of REL S/510s

If you’ve always enjoyed making a mix

tape, but are tired of the crazy prices for

NOS cassettes, now there’s an answer.

Try the new Capture C-60 cassettes, from Splicit.

It’s a Type 1 tape, with plenty of range, to capture
the nuance on your favorite LPs or CDs.

Hence the name.

www.splicit.com

110.



www.dynaudio.com
www.splicit.com

Power

Announcing The New VK80 Integrated.

The warm glow of the quartet of 6C33 tubes distinguishes the
VK80i as a pure Balanced Audio Technology design. Inside the
stunning all-aluminum chassis is innovative technology and
uncompromising audio quality. It's perfectly balanced for the
discerning music lover.

BAT's proprietary intelligent auto-bias and fuseless protection
circuits make this a tube amp that is easy to own and operate. You
will always have optimal sound and total peace of mind.

The balanced amplifier generates 55 watts-per-channel of high
current triode power. This amplifier drives speakers with vigor due
to the exceptional wide-bandwidth output transformers.

With the VK80i, all you need to do is listen.

Contact your nearest BAT specialty retailer
to audition this American-made powerhouse.

Perfectly [iGIEl {8

Mute

A Truly Balanced Approach.

For over 25 years, Victor Khomenko and the BAT team have been
on a mission to build components that recreate music's natural
beauty. When we started the company, we found that many
products use complex designs to achieve unnatural perfection.
There had to be a better balance.

BAT believes in the benefits of fully-balanced circuits to maintain
the purity of the original signal. We use the fewest number of gain
stages possible for the shortest signal path, and we go to great
lengths to custom manufacture high-quality parts that meet our
sound quality and reliability standards. Whether you choose one of
our solid-state or tube designs, BAT components will give your
system a "breath of life" that you've never heard before!

BAT

For more info visit Balanced.com
sales@balanced.com | 302-999-8855

TONE
Audio
Approved

Technics
SL-1500C

$1,199 technics.com

The built-in phono pre and 2M
Red cartridge will start you on
your analog journey.

Decades of turntable expertise
from Technics delivers the goods
when you want to travel further.

Add an external phonostage, a
better cart, and you’re rocking.

And...the arm lifts at the end!



www.balanced.com
www.technics.com

When Art Embraces Science,

Founder is no ordinary loudspeaker. \We've treated every
part, large and small, as if it were the most crucial piece of the
whole. Every component has been thoroughly researched,
designed, engineered, and tested. Not only are the drivers
completely new, so is their mounting hardware, the cabinet’s
internal structure and shape, and even the feet. By leaving no
element unaddressed, we’ve created something that is much
greater than the sum of its parts.

Shown in Paradigm’s
exclusive Midnight
Cherry Finish.

Designed, engineered, and fully
Crafted in Canada, by people
who love great audio (just like you).

paradigm.com/findmydealer

HOZ L Japunod :umoys

TONE
Audio
Approved
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When assembling systems of like
value, it’s important to have some
basic building blocks to build what
we feel are “real world” systems.

Plugging $1,500/pair speakers into
$100k amp/pre combos doesn’t help
you make a purchase decision.

We’ve happily added this one to our
aresenal of tools.


www.paradigm.com/findmydealer
www.underwoodhifi.com

Audio Research TONE
REF Phono 3SE Folfiaunld

$18,000

audioresearch.com

Staffer Kevin Wolff
has used a number of
ARC phono and linestage
preamplifiers over the
years, so the latest SE

version was a logical
update.
The REF Phono3SE

i
=
Fed
g

remains one of the P&g
best values in top of E}'E
the mountain phono uy

>
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stages going.

DESKTOP AUDIO The Qutest range distils more than 30 years of award-winning British
REDEFINED design, engineering and craftsmanship into a compact home audio
system for the modern age.

“EF\IHS\M\ o CHORD o | é) und

QU b . Chord Electronics Ltd. Organisation

TONE110.078 N


www.audioresearch.com
www.soundorg.com
www.soundorg.ca

LARB I2 Now available in the USA!

www.lab12.gr
TONE
@ Audio
Fidelis Approved

REL
S/510

$2,749 S N S

et u do when you have
~ a six pack of REL no.25s in the

main room? Get a six pack of

S$/510s for the living room.

Why would we not?

The country that brought us

Democracy, The Olympics, and
Ouzo, brings us award-winning

electronics from Lab 12.

The experts agree.

Contact Fidelis Distribution
for review and dealer inquiries.

StereoLife ] | | | part-tim

a alphde 603-880-4434

RECOMMENDATION



www.fidelisdistribution.com
www.rel.net

Thrax
Yatrus

$1 5,500 (sans arm)
$21 ,000 (w/Schroeder arm)

highendbyoz.com

R ;

Want six-figure turntable

performance for just over $20k?

~sBuy the Thrax/Schroeder combo
'you see here. Enough said.

TONE

Audio
Approved

SUNCOAST

Aeec
WHERE HIGH END AND LUXURY MEET

WWW.SUNCOASTAUDI0.COM

i i l " 1 —— —
FOR SALE INQURES CALL US AT: 941-259-6000 () €3 (©)

AQUA HIFI-ANALYSIS PLUS-ARTESANIA AUDIO-AUDIOQUEST-AURENDER-AVANTGARDE ACOUSTICS-AVID HIFI-BAKOON-BERKELEY AUDIO DESIGN - BOULDER- BOWERS & WILKINS-BRYSTON
CHORD ELECTRONICS-CLASSE AUDIO-CRITICAL MASS SYSTEMS-DEGRITTER-ENGLISH ELECTRIC-ESOTERIC-FOCAL-FRANCO SERBLIN-FURUTECH-FYNE AUDIO-HARBETH SPEAKERS-HEGEL
HIFIMAN-IFI-INTEGRITYHIFI-/SOACOUSTICS-JVC-KRONOS AUDIO KUZMA-KHARMA-KOETSU-LUMIN-LUXMAN-MAGICO LOUDSPEAKERS-MOON BY SIMAUDIO-MSB TECHNOLOGY-MBL AUDIO

MY SONIC LAB-NAIM-NORDOST-ORTOFON-PASS LABS-QUADRASPIRE-REGA-SHUNYATA RESEARCH-SOUND ANCHORS-STEIN MUSIC-STILLPOINTS-TAIKO AUDIO-TONTRAGER-TRINNOV

VAC AUDIO-VAN DEN HUL-VICQUSTIC-VIVA-VIVID AUDIO-VPI INDUSTRIES-WIREWORLD
PREMIERE FLORIDA DEALER



www.highendbyoz.com
www.suncoastaudio.com

Where Have all the
(Good Stereos Gone?

U Ve know. Sorting through the jungle that is pre-owned hi-fi gear
can be tough. Myriad Internet forums and online shopping sites just
don’t offer the expertise required to make sound decisions.

That’s where Echo Audio comes in. We have more than 20 years
of retail experience in selling hi-fi equipment the way it should be
sold: In a brick-and-mortar environment that provides you with
personalized attention.

While we will certainly ship any of our gently used classics directly
to your door, we invite you to stop by our shop in beautiful
downtown Portland, Oregon to browse our inventory in person.
Thanks to an in-house service department, we not only service
everything we sell, but every piece of used gear is thoroughly
checked before being put on display. Consider our white-gloves
freatment your guarantee against potential problems.

So, when you are looking for high-quality, lightly used hi-fi gear,
look no further than Echo Audio. Be sure to check out our Web site
for current products and new arrivals.

echo)
audio

www.echohifi.com 888.248.echo

TENSE Reviews in our immediate future...

Focal Clear Mg
Headphones

$1,499
focal.com

Having had a lot of seat time
with Focal’s Utopia and Stellia
headphones, we’re anxious to
see what they’ve come up with
at this level.

First look and listen reveals
much of the tech from the

top has indeed trickled down
to a more approachable model.

As usual, the sound of the
Clear Mg is matched by flawless
execution.



www.echohifi.com
www.focal.com

TENS E Reviews in our immediate future...

Tellurium Q
Black II Power Cord

$975/1.5m cord

telluriumg.com

Cable meister Geoff Merrigan

has just produced an update to
Tellurium Qs wildly successful
Black power cord, with the new
IT series.

The original Black was a fantastic
performer, so we’ll be listening
closely to the details.

Full review shortly.

Pass Laboratories
13395 New Airport Rd. Ste G., Auburn, CA 95602
(530) 878-5350 - www.passlabs.com

TONE .082



www.passlabs.com
www.telluriumq.com

au d |O TENSE Reviews in our immediate future...
AtcCable

CUTTING EDGE

PremiumcCables

RS250 Streamer
: ’ % < $2,495
%) ",
= Sty % mofidistribution.com
As the RS150 snagged this year’s Product of the Year
~— . A Overall award, (and it’s staying) next on the list is to
Q) smmess & = investigate how much of that performance is available
G at half the price.
 © o s
Powerl e Cryo e g
AC Cable
, S . W Statement e IC Cryo
W G o Interconnect Cable
A ool ﬁ g x
: @ Ur"" ;

g e
e
et

CONNECTING YOU

With the Music

Factory Direct Prices &
Custom Orders

-JCFJE"L\L‘}CBO Rczozl six com FM



www.audioartcable.com
www.mofidistribution.com

TENS E Reviews in our immediate future...

ESS Amt
Limited
ACOUSTICPLAN
$4,499/pair
AUDITORIUM 23 essspeakers.store
=\
J.C. VERDIER Nearly 50 years later, ESS is still in
business. Now that we own a pair of
LEBEN HI-FI clean originals, you know we have

to get a pair of new ones in the house.

LINE MAGNETIC
And after pestering ESS for over a

MURASAKINO decade, they are going to send some.

RIVIERA LABS Anxious for this comparison.
SENTEC

SHINDO LABORATORY
SPEC CORPORATION
SUGDEN AUDIO

TELLURIUM Q
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www.toneimports.com
www.essspeakers.store
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Welcome to MINE: THE COMPONENTS OF EXCELLENCE: LASTING VALUE

We're not just crazy about music and hi-fi here at TONE. While we can put many
labels on our ethos, claiming to be music lovers, audiophiles, or perhaps even qualityphiles,

5

that doesn’t even cover it. Having met so many of our readers from all over the globe, B efore Ou bu a new audlo
our readers are playful and inquisitive to say the least.

{ ider wh
you get the picture. Lumping this all under a banner labeled “Style” seems too limiting. Comp Onen ) ConSI er Y Some
Let’s face it, we're all a little selfish when it comes to our stuff. l ld th
Let’s call it what it is - MINE! We’ll be sharing more of our favorites as we go. peop e ‘ ‘ Ou r a er O ‘ ‘ n a
This issue’s MINE section is a bit short because of the holiday season. We put together us e d MCIntO Sh than a
a list of fun gift ideas along with the folks at Mofi Distribution, that are still solid must-
haves, no matter what time of year.

T new anything else.

‘Thank you all again for reading and we hope you've been having a great holiday season.

You've told us you like automobiles, motorcycles, fine art, bicycles, toys, cameras... Well,

hould be YOURS

1t S

Madz in the USA

“The best source I know ‘for all things McIntosh’ is Audio Classics in Vestal, New York.
They do a lot of restoration work on McIntosh products and are an authorized McIntosh dealer and service center.”

Jim Hannon,VP/Group Publisher & Senior Writer, The Absolute Sound

Timeless design. Legendary construction.
Sound investment.

j) . = 3501 Vestal Road » Vestal, New York 13850  Call 607-766-3501 or 800-321-2834
. ‘ - Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30 st — Other Hours by Appointment

TONE .085 |



www.audioclassics.com

hould be YOURS

PRIMALUNA
NEW! EVO 400 Tube Preamp

RCA & Balanced In/Out
$4,499

Learn some cool sh*t on our @@ Youlube cha

SRR A . £
.l o

i

MUSICAL FIDELITY
MX-VYNL Our Favorite $1000

Phonostage Is On Sale
$749 (regularly $999)

Super Prime Scout w/ 10.5”

JMW Arm & VTA On The Fly
$2,899 (was $58,997.321)

nnel!

PATHOS ACOUSTICS
Aurium

Hybrid Headphone Amp
$1,295

1t S

Sound Like ED...

53Ibs of badass, dual-mono, tube-rectified
bliss! Plus, transformer-coupled XLR. Look
inside on our YouTube channel.

NAIM
NAC152 XS + NAP 155 XS

Pre/Power Bundle
$2,249 (was $5990!)

The MX-VYNL s fully-balanced, adjustable
on-the-fly, and sounds fantastic. Pair w/
Shooster for reference-level performance!

-

LUMIN
LUMIN Network Music Players

aka Streaming DACs
$2,300-$13,990

Watch our video! Upscale Audio Exclusive
with upgraded tonearm and base! Car-

~ tridge bundles. #1VPI dealer worldwide!

SBOOSTER
BOTW Power & Precision MKII

Audiophile Power Supply
$359-5399

Class-A, zero feedback hybrid design using
two 6922 on the front end. Hot-rod it with
a Shooster Power Supply!

FELIKS AUDIO
Euforia

Tube Headphone Amp
52,599

EVH Frankenstein™ Eddie

62% off! We made your dream of owning
Naim come true! Take a peek inside on our
YouTube channel.

Lumin's secret sauce yields incredible
musicality from digital files, Tidal, Qobuz,
and more. Call us and do digital right.

Vastly improve the sonic performance of
any compatible device in your system.

Learn why Focal uses Feliks headphone
amps to demo Utopia at our YouTube
channel. Amps starting at just $679.

DAG, streamer, router, turntable, etc.

$1,999

evhgear.com

. KIRMUSS ULTRASONIC RECORD CLEANER
For those worshipping the sound

that re-defined rock forever, you

can pay homage with this beauty. ' ey
Restores THREE LPs

and ONE 45
Simultaneously

We've heard that this one sounds
pretty damn good, so if you love
to play, pick one up before they
are gone.

processes 50% more*LPs per
- session than the standard.
- Kirmuss Record Clea

W

Just $1:335

4

LIMITED TIM

Expert advice. Exclusive deals. New & used. upscaleaudio.com 909.931.9686

TONE110.086



www.evhgear.com
www.upscaleaudio.com
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C Shape up for Audio Show Season...
o
- $1,499
L !
o) peloton.com
F® Now that the Peloton has been around for a while, if you
’E.; can do without a few bells and whistles, the original bike
o is available at a pretty reasonable price.

And it looks like we might just be indoors for a while.

Hmmmm.

-HEAR THE TRUTH-

The speakers with the all granite enclosure.
Visit an Acora Acoustics dealer soon

to audition any of the Acora Acoustics
loudspeakers and....

-HEAR THE TRUTH-

Like us on Facebook Find out more about the benefits of granite enclosures,
n hitps://www. facebook.com/acoraacoustics and the other advantages of Acora Acoustics

Visit http://www.acoraacoustics.com
AR T AT

TONE .087



www.peloton.com
www.acoraacoustics.com

$1550-$1,850/pair
fidelisdistribution.com

The TonTrager Reference stands are custom

made for every Harbeth model to ensure the

proper tweeter height. Their extended “TonBeds"

provide maximum coupling with minimum
surface area. Fantastic.

TONE110.088

TELL YOUR SACDS: 200
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www.fidelisdistribution.com
www.geerfabaudio.com

Living Sounds Audio
Warp 1 Amplifier
Stand By/ON

‘do the talking for us
I've never heard before -

d Sound - Incredible Price Z =0

“Consider my attitude changed. The LSA Warp One
is a great amp, period. Class D has matured, and

- very well | might add. For $1,195, we're definitely
awarding this baby an Exceptional Value Award.
Job well done”.

KISS -

Kissology Vol. 1 1974-1977
- Jerold O'Brien — TONEAudio September 2021

Because you can never see KISS perform
“Firehouse” enough.

TONE Exceptional Value Award

Ever.

One is the best amp I've heard
dollars.”

— Stereotimes September 2021

CALL OR EMAIL
TO ORDER



www.underwoodhifi.com
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Dealers That Mean Business

We’ve had this section at the back of TONE for some time now, and actually before we got
hit with COVID, and it was easier to just pop in your favorite hifi store for a cursory visit, I was
planning on an extended road trip to seek out great audio salons. I’'m sorry to say that quest HD TOUR
has been on hold for a while.

A few years later, times have changed, the landscape has changed somewhat, but the best
dealers have adapted and are still thriving. Innovate or perish, as the saying goes. Most have
gone to appointments only, which hasn’t been all that much of a stretch, because many hifi
shops had adopted this model, or at least a semi-appointment model before the current
situation. Of course, stricter anti-cooties protocols have been engaged, and for the most part,
customers have stayed in the game.

We’ve swapped a few people out here, but most of the dealers we were featuring are still doing ) T\ /.
well — we are truly glad for this. As it becomes easier and easier to travel again, Ill be back DON T M | SS TH E OPPORTU N |
on the road seeking out more great dealers and attending events. TO H EAR TH E BEST SOU N D

In the issues to come, we’re also going to be featuring commentary from these dealers, telling
their stories on how they’ve adjusted, and what, if anything they’ve learned and changed.

As we move into the year 2022 (which still feels weird saying) I still firmly believe the support
from a great hifi dealer is essential to help you wade through the ever increasing complexity
of audio, whether it be two channel, theater, or something in-between.

To recap what I've said here before: Nearly every audio system that has failed to achieve the
greatness expected of it can be traced back to poor component choice and setup. I've heard
a lot of systems all over the world, and it always falls back to these two factors.

The top retailers need our support now more than ever.
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Dealers That Mean Business - Listings

Marietta, Georgia - The Audio Company
www.theaudioco.com

146 South Park Square NE

Marietta, Georgia 30060

-

San Diego, Califonia - Deja VU Audio West
www.dejavuaudiowest.com

4848 Ronson Ct. Ste E

San Diego, California 92111

Optimized or Com

promised?

With the modular OCTAVE ===

HP 700 preamplifier,
there is no trade-off!

With the OCTAVE HP 700 tube preamplifier there is no sacrifice of personal

customization to enjoy perfect sound quality. Distinguished by its powerful and Aisdiophile tona

control option

airy sound, the HP 700 also boasts the incredible flexibility of eight optional
high-end input modules, allowing perfect customization to any system without

a hint of audible compromise.

CTAVE

MODERN CLASSIC

Perfectly optimized
optional input modules

ﬂ Meticulously crafted in Germany - Available exclusively from select authorized OCTAVE retailers - www.octave.de


www.theaudioco.com
www.dejavuaudiowest.com
www.octave.de

Dealers That Mean Business - Listings

Sarasota, Florida - Suncoast Audio
www.suncoastaudio.com

7353 International Place, Unit 309

Sarasota, Florida 34240

| Y

Santa Fe, New Mexico - Gestalt Audio
www.gestalthifi.com

24 Sunlit Dr. West

Santa Fe, NM 87508 (by appointment)

ke
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T
I!\ ".-i of

WEAL'O TTE BUOI..

T ] ——

ITAY HOINE am

LIDTEDN TO TUOIC

“There are so many reasons to stay home and listen to music, especially with
Cardas in the system. To learn more about Cardas cables, connectors, chassis wire, |
solder, and flux, visit the Cardas factory in Bandon, Oregon. Or contact us by

phone or email.” - Angela Cardas

Cardas Audio, Ltd. » 480 11th St SE « Bandon, Oregon 97411 » 541-347-2484 « info@cardas.com


www.suncoastaudio.com
www.gestalthifi.com
www.cardas.com

Dealers That Mean Business - Listings

. FOCAL = NAM
Vancouver ,Canada - HiFi Centre

www.hificentre.com

433 Carrall Street

Vancouver, BC V6B 6E3

Gig Harbor, Washington - Gig Harbor Audio
www.gigharboraudio.com

3019 Judson St. Suite D

Gig Harbor Washington 98335

HIGH-FIDELITY HEADPH '
RADIANCE & NAIM MU-SO FOR BENTLEY SPECIAL E

The best of electronics, acoustics and automotive combined. Focal, Naim Audio & Bentley Motors have de
exceptional products: the Radiance headphones and the Mu-so for Bentley Special Edition connected wireless
embody the excellence and unique expertise of the three luxury brands.

Three brands, one collection

Focal.com | Naimaudio.com | Focalnaimamerica.com | Distribution by Focal Naim America | Contact us for more information : 1800.663.9352 / info@focal-naim.com o @


www.hificentre.com
www.gigharboraudio.com
www.focalnaimamerica.com

Dealers That Mean Business - Listings

La Verne, California - Upscale Audio

| mgleliaecred for Reality

2058 Wright Avenue Testing
La Verne, California 91750 Wireworld

Cable Technology

was founded with the unique
mission of perfecting audio cables
through objective listening

* 13 Models

tests. j Y « Standard and Biwire
Far more e Custom lengths e Interchangeable spades and banana plugs
revealing

than normal cable comparisons,

NECT

......

these tests compare cables to virtually
perfect direct connections between
components. Robert Harley, editor of

INTERCON

e 1

L

¢ 14 Models

T

The Absolute Sound, dgscril?ed_this ¢ Interconnect, Mini-Jack, Tonearm, Subwoofer
“Cable Polygraph” as, “illuminating * Patented Silver-Tube plugs

insight into exactly how each cable

affects the sound.”

POWER
Technology

Cable Polygraph testing led to the [ 4

DNA Helix conductor geometry : 4 * 8 Models
(US Patent No. 8,569,627). e Silver-clad Copper Alloy contacts
Layered flat conductors with e 15 amp, 20 amp and Mini Power cords with Figure 8 plugs

parallel strands prevent

Vestal, New York - Audio Classics the ‘eddy current’ DIGITAL
audioclassics.com losses caused

3501 Vestal Road, by twisted and

Vestal, New York 13850 solid conductors,

providing superior 3 ¢ 23 Models
preservation of musical e Ethernet, USB 2.0, USB 3.0, USB 3.1, 75-Ohm RCA, 110-Ohm XLR, Toslink
detail, dimensionality

and dynamics.

Melntosh

DARY PERFORMANCE™

HDMI

Materials

World’s finest OCC-7N
conductors and ultra-quiet
Composilex 3 insulation
preserve the power and
delicacy of music.

¢ 6 Models
¢ 18Gbps bandwidth for all HDMI 2.0 features, including 4K/60 and HDR

Other cables filter your music.
Wireworld cables let the most music through.

WIRE(ORLD

CABLE TECHNOLDOGY

Technology that channels musical expression.

Daid§, .
i"“°"aﬁg£? © 2020 Wireworld, Inc. www.wireworldcable.com ered for Reality™

TONE .095


www.upscaleaudio.com
www.audioclassics.com
www.wireworldcable.com

Dealers That Mean Business - Listings

San Francisco, California - AudioVision San Francisco
www.audiovisionsf.com

1628 California Street

San Francisco, California 94109

Austin, Texas - Whetstone Audio
www.whetstoneaudio.com

2401 E. 6th. Street #1001

Austin, Texas 78702

Sonus faber

LU MIT NA

Luxury experience Minimalist design Natural sound

Somus faber

MEESTASTEL@ES|MPISLE]TRY:

The Lumina collection has been conceived on the
notion that it is important to savor time for ourselves.
Lumina encapsulates the core values of Sonus faber
and its iconic materials.

It is the perfect combination for both traditional
stereo enthusiasts and those looking for a
multi-channel home theater system.

Simplicity remains central to the collection’s identity,
which empowers everyone to enjoy a true Sonus faber
experience. Completely made in Italy.

sonusfaber. com


www.audiovisionsf.com
www.whetstoneaudio.com
www.sonusfaber.com

Dealers That Mean Business - Listings

Morton Grove, Illinois - Quintessence Audio
quintessanceaudio.com

5701 W. Dempster Street

Morton Grove, Illinois 60053

Scottsdale, Arizona - LMC Home Entertainment

Imche.com
15507 N. Scottsdale Road, Suite 135
Scottsdale, Arizona

Designed By Science... Driven By Passion

Analog Excellence

Sample our Phono Statement.
Your record collection will be
glad you did...

WW \\.('()ilI('it|(‘Il!‘5|H‘(‘Il\('l’.('(}lll


www.coincidentspeaker.com
www.quintessanceaudio.com
www.lmche.com

Dealers That Mean Business - Listings

Wauwatosa, Wisconsin - Ultra Fidelis
1 1 www.ultrafidelis.com
E nJ Oy Th e EX p e rl e n C e 7125 West North Avenue
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53213

Power

— Portland, Oregon - Echo Audio
www.echohifi.com
5904 SW Beaverton-Hillsdale Hwy
Portland, Oregon 97221

Pass Laboratories
13395 New Airport Rd. Ste G., Auburn, CA 95602
(530) 878-5350 - www.passlabs.com


www.passlabs.com
www.ultrafidelis.com
www.echohifi.com
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Club Mix compilation expert, Scott Tetzlaff’s
theme for this playlist is “Global Radio.” Snippets
from a lot of places.

This one’s true to it’s title. Not too much of any
one thing, and eclectic without getting too far
out there.

Enjoy!

Quantic, El Buho - Cumbia Sobre el Mar

Peter Power - Sun Sun Damba (original mix)

'The Dynamics - Move on Up

Alisha Chinai, Vijay Benedict - Zindagi Meri Dance Dance
Nicola Cruz - Cumbia del Olvido

Shintaro Sakamoto - Like an Animal

Munk - Surf Smurf

William Onyeabor, Scientist - Body and Soul (Scientist remix)
Lord Echo, MaraTK - Just You Do

Mulatu Astatke - Tezeta

Mariah - Shinzo no Tobira

Polo & Pan - Ani Kuni

TONE Playlists are sponsored by - QObUZ

Modern

Furniture
for

Music

Lovers.

TACTILE

AUDIO FURNITURE

Our handcrafted furniture brings

style & function to home audio so your

music looks as good as it sounds.

Tactileaudiofurniture.com

LA THILE

AUDIO FURNITURE

Evergreen, Colorado


www.tactileaudiofurniture.com

Word

our parting thought...

S taying on the vintage tip, we managed to find a lovely
pair of ESS AMT-1b’, from our friends at Fred’s in Portland.

This is where my real audio journey began, with occasional
contributor, Todd Sageser, who had four AMT-1 Towers

in his parents living room. Cool.

It’s always fun to revisit your past, and even better when it’s
a brighter memory when you remember.

What are your favorite audio memories?

TONE
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The New
Reference
Ultime Two

Performance that
honors the performance

™

i
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www.stenheim.com 755 M

USA FIDELIS GESTALT HIFI LIQUID HI FI MUSICAL ARTISANS CANADA ELEMENT ACOUSTIC

Nashua, NH Santa Fe, NM Charlotte, NC Skokie, IL Richmond, BC

T 603-880-4434 T: 808.640.8947 T :704-953-6034 T 847-877-2791 T: 604-727-5585

NVS SOUND LLC SOUND BY SINGER SUNNY COMPONENTS TONE OF MUSIC AUDIO SONIC ARTISTRY

Arvada, CO New York, NY Covina, CA San Francisco, CA Toronto, ON

T: 303-809-7466 T: 212-924-8600 T: 626-966-6259 T: 415 860 6818 T: 416-254-3887



www.stenheim.com

abyss

acora

u L ] audeze
audio physic

audiovector

dali

san francisco dan clark audio

dynaudio
e elac

: TIRCTIRE (0T (R et | B okt
welcome (o the hili Show focal

gallo

Now: In Store and E-Commerce A
jl audio

marten

monitor audio

raidho/scansonic

rel acoustics

sennheiser

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE  vawis acoisfis

wharfedale
yg acoustics

anthem

https://audiovisionsf.com/collections/specials . aqtpsdss

atoll
audioquest
bel canto
bluesound
brinkmann
cardas

chord electronics
clearaudio
crystal cable
deqgx

devialet

dr. feickert
eat

funk firm
grandinote
gryﬂhon

.I.S.

ifi

innuos
integra

EEL
lyngdorf audio
lyra

marantz
margules
moon by simaudio
nad

naim audio
nordost

NEW: VINNIE ROSSI ortofon

BRAMA SERIES Prmaling

puritan
quad
quadraspire
rega

1628 california st. (on the cable car line) Sme
san francisco, california 94109 soundsmith
415-614-1118

stillpoints
www.audiovisionsf.com

~ technics
vinnie rossi
woo audio

Where to find what you've seen in this issue.

Acora Acoustics
AMG/Benz Micro
Ana Mighty Sound
Anthem

Aqua Audio
Audio Art Cable
Audia Flight
Audio Classics
Audio Research
AudioVision SF
Backert Labs
Boulder

Cardas Audio
Clarus Cable
Chord Cable
Coincident

conrad-johnson

acoraacoustics.com
sierrasound.com
anamightysound.com
anthemav.com
aquahifi.com
audioartcable.com
audia.it
audioclassics.com
audioresearch.com
audiovisionsf.com
backertlabs.com
boulderamp.com
cardas.com
claruscable.com
soundorg.com
coincidentspeaker.com

conradjohnson.com

Core Power

dCs

Degritter

Dynaudio

Echo Audio

Elusive Disc

Florida Audio Expo
Focal

Geer Fab

Gershman Acoustics

Harbeth

Heretic Loudspeakers
HiFi Centre

High End by Oz/Thrax
JL Audio

y

¥

Wt

”. 4 |
W B e

underwood hifi.com
dcsaudio.com
degritter.com
dynaudio.com
echohifi.com
elusivedisc.com
floridaaudioexpo.com
focalnaimamerica.com

geerfabaudio.com

gershmanacoustics.com

fidelisav.com
thehereticspeaker.com
hificentre.com
highendbyoz.com

jlaudio.com
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www.audiovisionsf.com
www.acoraacoustics.com
www.sierrasound.com
www.anamightysound.com

This is performance
This is Confidence

View all four models at
dynaudio.com/confidence

DYNAUDIO

TONE

Where to find what you've seen in this issue.

Luxman
Manley

MartinLogan

Matterhorn Audio
MoFi Distribution

Mytek
Nagra
Naim
Octave
Paradigm
Parasound
Pass Labs
Penaudio
Primaluna
ProAc
Quadratic Audio
REL

.095

luxmanamerica.com
manleylabs.com

martinlogan.com

matterhornaudio.com

mofidistribution.com
mytekdigital.com
nagraaudio.com
focalnaimamerica.com
octave.de
paradigm.com
parasound.com
passlabs.com
penaudio.fi
primaluna-usa.com
soundorg.com
quadraticaudio.com

rel.net

Rega

Sonus faber
Stenheim
Suncoast Audio
Svs

T+A

Tactile Audio
Furniture

Tannoy
Tellurium Q
TONE Imports
Totem
Underwood HiFi
Upscale Audio
VAC

Wireworld

soundorg.com
sonusfaber.com
stenheim.com
suncoastaudio.com
svsound.com
ta-hifi.de

tactileaudiofurniture.com
upscaledistribution.com
telluriumg.com
toneimports.com
totemacoustic.com
underwoodaudio.com
upscaleaudio.com

vac-amplifiers.com

wireworldcable.com


www.dynaudio.com/confidence
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find us on Facebook

’ TONEAudio
©
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Publish Photo/Video Event Promote
49,243
likes
C°§ Invite Friends to Like Your Page >

Q Vintage HiFi Life

Add a Button

%] fl
Publish Photo/Video Event Promote
4,503
likes
g, Invite Friends to Like Your Page >

TONE110.103

We’ve tried to make it pretty easy for you to find
us out on Facebook, and have divided up our pages
to be a bit more subject specific.

Here they are with links. Just click on the page that
interests you most. We look forward to hearing from
you when you have a spare moment.

Ao Audiophile Apartment

4 o
Publish Photo/Video Event Promote
5212
likes
&8 Invite Friends to Like Your Page >

@ Analogaholic
(+]

Send Message

4 w
Publish Photo/Video Event Promote
7,018
likes
&8 Invite Friends to Like Your Page >

Revolution XT 8F

THIS $10K SPEAKER IS JUST $2300 PER PAIR

AVAILABLE IN
GLOSS BLACK
GLOSS WHITE
DARKWALNUT
MEDIUM OAK

TANNOY

SRiBUZ,
\':9 EST &

UPSCALE

2003 =

7 Q
SrRigu™

Dual Concentric™ Cabinet
Tannoy's proprietary point source driver Substantially built, rigidly braced MDF cabinet,
incorporating revolutionary Omnimagnet™ handcrafted with a choice of real wood veneers.
technology delivers enhanced high frequency
dispersion and optimal stereo image.

Crossover

‘Simple, straight' design philosophy

provides an ultra-clean signal path to

retain the utmost musical information.
vy

Supplementary
bass driver

Powerful motor system
with exceptional linearity for
precise and extended low
frequency performance.

Y
~ Dual-cavity coupled
reflex system
Optimises driver performance
throughout the entire bandwidth
and reduces adverse low-frequency
standing waves.
Terminal panel
Large, gold-plated bi-wire binding
Integrated plinth posts alLow a robust cable connection
Through improved stabilit for reliable signal transfer.
gh improved stability,
stereo imaging and low Y
frequency performance is
enhanced. The stylish plinth
also allows easy adjustment

of the floor-coupling spikes
from above.

AV

Angled, down-facing
port

Less prone to room boundary
effects facilitating easier

speaker placement.

“The Tannoy Revolution XT 8F was Robert Harley’s top discovery at the 2015
Consumer Electronics Show. His first impression was as follows: 'After listen-
ing to it and looking at the real wood enclosure, | guessed the price at
$7000 to $10,000. The Revolution XT's price was then revealed to be just
$2600 per pair. After living with the 8F happily for several months, | was
ready to declare it a sensational entry-level loudspeaker. But | see that |
need to slightly amend that statement—the only thing entry-level about it
is the price. The real wood veneers and level of finish don’t suggest an
entry-level product, and sonically it performs to a much higher standard. I'm
in total agreement with Robert’s assessment: The Tannoy packs a virtuoso
midrange that is competitive with speakers approaching $10k retail”

— DICK OLSHER, THE ABSOLUTE SOUND

REPRESENTED IN NORTH AMERICA BY UPSCALE DISTRIBUTION - DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME - INFO@UPSCALEDISTRIBUTION.COM
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Almostdone. s T

S T Bﬁtianfs Yes ruled thé_piygg Wpﬂd for most of 't'he 70s, and 3.0
' ~ while many gravitate to Fragile, and the monster radio -
single, “Roundabout,” Close to the Edge is the record that

A

from start to finish on midnight radio AOR

A R e [

NeoClassico 11

Completely Updated Reissue

I

VACUUM TUBE DAC &
INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER COMPACT DISC PLAYER
J General Inquiries: Luxman Japan Head Office:
. Luxman America Inc., Tel: +1 (518) 261 6464 1-3-1 Shin-Yokohama, Kouhoku-Ku,

27 Kent Street, Unit 105A, | Email: sales@luxmanamerica.com Yokohama 222-0033, Japan
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 www.Luxman.com Tel: 045 470 6991



www.luxmanamerica.com

Underwood HifT1

VALUE INNOVATION IN HIGH END AUDIO : Next issue 11 1:
. . . . . ,

VALUE INNOVATION IN HIGH END AUDIU

N E w Starting the new year off right, with some analog.

Euu I — c 0 R E o e s elmae , Mostly phonostages this time, big and small - affordable
1 8 0 0 K I I I IR and expensive, with a few in the middle. An overview of

this critical part of the analog chain.
alanced Power AC Line Conditioner
In Stock and Ready To Ship

If you're in the market to upgrade, here’s a few things to
put on your list.

And as always, drop on by our Facebook
page and let us know how you are...

7
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e . - o 2 EQUI=CORE
: ! -

LD O O

INCREDIBLE TRADE
' IN DEALS FOR
THE NEW 1800 MKHI'S

Upgrade Your Original EQUI=CORE 1800
or 1800 MK Il Toward The New 1800 MK III
With Lower Noise Winding Geometry &
Electrostatic Shielding

IXXII TONE

‘. underwoodhifi.com | underwoodwally@aol.com | 770.667.563-"%?

~ CALL OR EMAIL
: gTO ORDER

110.


www.underwoodhifi.com



